2

1283

Geoffrey de Stokelle

1570

Samuel Saunders

1326

Simon de Gaynesburgh

1618

William Warde M.A.

1337

John Lynie or Lynne

1643

Thomas Alford M.A.

1341

Thomas de Blythe

1656

Samuel Bryan M.A.

1357

Henry Hunte

1662

John Hicks M.A.

1373

Robert Ferror

1686

Henry Tristram M.A.

1375

John Bekyn

1692

Thomas Tristram B.A.

(Robert Daleroft)
(John de Fangfosse)

1723

Thomas Baghott M.A.

1740

William Reynold
William Bosyette

1749

Benjamin Marshall M.A.
Canon of Lichfield
Thomas Bree M.A.

1380

William Brayn

1778

Thomas Bree B.A.

1390

John Mordon

1808

William Bree B.A.

1422

William Neuport

1822

William Thomas Bree M.A.

1426

Thomas Risham
William Layly

1863

William Bree M.A. D.D.
Archdeacon of Coventry

1438

John Strangwish

1917

1450
1464
1465

William Lovelas
John Neuland L.L.B.
William Hokyngton
John Norton

Augustus Donaldson Perrott
M.A.
Rowland Forster Hanning
M.A.

1471
c.
1535

1376

1923
1932

Rupert Bede Winser M.A.

John Blokesyche

1943

Francis Walter Moyle M.A.

Edward Pontsbury
(Edmund Parton)
(John Heffany)
(Thomas Adcock)
Richard Baldwyn

1957

Glyn Augustus Hughes M.A.

1973

Alan Edward Burn B.A.

1989

Tim Britton B.Sc.

2002

Robin Trew B.Sc. M.A.

2017

Miles Anthony Baker B.A.

1554

Thomas Steele

1562

Thomas Saunders

1569

(Philip Brode B.A.)

2020 Elizabeth (Lizzy) Ann Holland
M.A.
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We only know the names of certain Tudor
Rectors serving All Hallows Church, the
earlier dedication of All Saints. There are
even gaps in the early list of appointments.
From Wills linked to village residents,
some descriptions of the church interior
can be found, before the changes brought
about by the Reformation. There were two
altars, a high or main one, with two wax
tapers burning on it and another to Our
Lady (the Virgin Mary) probably in Our
Lady’s Chapel. A rood screen, separated
chancel from nave, with its own light and
an Easter Sepulchre. Various opulent
priestly vestments are described in green,
white and red satin, some with gold
embroidery or of crimson velvet. There
was a purple covering with tassels at each
corner to hang over a religious plate, a
copper gilt cross, streamers or banners
and four bells.
An Evangelical Rector, Sir Richard
Baldwyn, served the parish by Edward VI
reign (1547-53), ‘Sir’ being the title for a
priest. He was not of the Roman Catholic
persuasion, as he was replaced in turn by
three other traditional priests during
Queen Mary Tudor’s time, Thomas Steele,
Thomas Adcocke and Edmond Parton. He
had returned to Allesley by 1559 but must
have been ill, maybe with the flu that was
affecting all regions of the country, for he
made a detailed Will though not proved
until 1562, showing us his life style and
friendships. He was a rich man, beautifully
dressed and wore opulent jewellery. He
owned property in Coventry, opposite
Bablake College. His close friends were
the Coventry mercers, Henry Over and his
two sons and the Fletchampstead Hall
lawyer, Baldwin Porter, with whom he
played chess. He was a married man, a
significant trend of the time, legal by 1548
and had a son, Richard.

His replacement, Thomas Saunders,
(1562-70) was related to my own ancestry
and thus, distantly, to the Coventry martyr,
Laurence Saunders. I believe, from my
personal family researches, he spent
Queen Mary’s reign abroad in Germany,
was also married with a son, Samuel, born
in the Rhineland in 1549/50. We can
deduce his Allesley stipend was £120 a
year and create an image of the large
parsonage house from his Will. He
employed live-in servants, both men and
women. There was a hall, two parlours,
used as bedrooms, a buttery, kitchen and
separate summer parlour. On the upper
floor were five or six rooms, if his study
was situated here too. Evidence of his
Evangelical leanings can be seen from his
ownership of an English Bible and Geneva
New Testament. He was wealthy enough
to invest in other local Livings, so that his
son could inherit Allesley after his own
death and rent out two other parishes for
income. After Thomas’s death his widow
Margery remarried the Rector of Witherley,
Leicestershire while Samuel became the
Rector of Allesley, though underage and
unable to perform priestly duties. Those
duties were undertaken by a curate, Henry
Fletcher until 1574. From then, until
Samuel’s death in 1618, he was Rector of
Allesley. It is suggested his daughter,
Elizabeth, was the wife of William Warde,
his successor as Rector but I have not
been able to discover the places where
Saunders’ children were baptised or
married to confirm that. His son Thomas
founded a dissenting conventicle* here by
1662, after the Restoration of Charles II.
Allesley’s proximity to Coventry, a place of
long standing non-conformity, was
significant in the village’s religious
development.
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Every Sunday

For current worship
services see

All Saints Church

www.allesley-church.org.uk

Every Sunday 09.30 - 11.30 am Dogs Flyball

Scout Hut

Every Sunday

Scout Hut

12.00 - 4.00 pm Church of Jerusalem

Every Monday

7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics

Village Hall

Every Monday 09.30 - 11.00 am Slimming World

Scout Hut

Every Monday 12.30 - 13.30 am Pilates

Scout Hut

Every Monday

Scout Hut

5.30 - 6.45 pm Beaver Scouts
7.00 - 8.30 pm Cub Scouts

3rd Monday (winter)

7.30 pm Coventry Beekeepers

Church Hall

Every Tuesday

7.30 pm Melody Makers

Church Hall

Every Tuesday

7.30 - 9.00 pm Bell Ringing Practice

Every Tuesday

5.15 pm Brownies

Every Tuesday

Village Hall

5.00 - 5.30 pm Ltl. Dragons Kung Fu 3-6yr Scout Hut
5.30 - 6.00 pm Freestyle Kung Fu 7-10 yrs
6.00 - 6.30 pm Kick Boxing 8 years - adult

First Tuesday

11.00 am Coffee Morning

First Tuesday morning & other
times - please check at Cafe
1st Wednesday
Wednesday

Church Bell Tower

Bull and Butcher

Cuppa with a Copper
or a Councillor

1.45 pm Afternoon WI

Village Hall

10.00 - 11.30 am Allesley Country Market

Wed. Term Time 9.30 - 11.0 am Mites and Minders
Every Wednesday 4.30 -7.15 pm Irish Dancing

Good Honest Food
Company Cafe

Village Hall
Church Hall

4-16 years Scout Hut

Every Wednesday 7.30 -8.30 pm Pilates

Scout Hut

1st Thursday

Church Hall

10.30 am Allesley Friendship Group

Every Thursday

7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics

Village Hall

Every Thursday

3.00 pm Allesley Reading Group

Church Hall

Every Thursday

7.00 pm Allesley Flower Arrangers

Jaguar Social Club

Every Thursday

7.00 - 9.00 pm Scouts

Scout Hut
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Every Friday

10.30 am Bereavement Care Group

Church Hall

Every Friday

5.30 - 6.30 pm 56th Rainbow Guides

Scout Hut

Fridays
In Term Time

6.15 - 7.45 pm Girls’ Brigade
7.45 - 9.15 pm

Queens Road Baptist
Church

Every Saturday

9.00 - 1.00 pm Available for hire to clubs

5 -14 yrs
14+ yrs

Scout Hut

Saturday in Term Time 9.30 am Mainly Music

Church Hall

Saturday pm &
Sundays

Available for children’s
Party Hire

Scout Hut

Various exercise classes held
throughout the week

See Old School Fitness
noticeboard for details

Old School, 103a,
Birmingham Road

is published three times a year. It is printed on part-recycled paper and over
3,800 copies of each issue are delivered free to all homes in Allesley Parish.
This and all past copies can be viewed in full colour
on www.allesley-church.org.uk
Menu - Church Life - Parish Magazine

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial team.
The editors cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information submitted
for publication or the quality of the services offered by our advertisers.
With thanks to Norman Slater for his proof reading skills
Your views, comments and contributions are always welcome
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Amanda Slater 024 7664 0019 pikerslanefarm@btopenworld.com
Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

Colour per Issue: Whole Page £90
Black & White per Issue: Whole Page £60 Half Page £30 Quarter Page £15
Contact Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

To all our volunteer magazine distributors
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Amanda Slater will be stepping down as
editor of Allesley Parish Magazine after
this Christmas edition. I am sure there
are many people who will have enjoyed
all the magazines she has produced in
the eleven years she has been editor.
The many and varied subjects covered
by regular contributors, Doreen Agutter,
(this lady has a wealth of historical
knowledge), Rob and Richard Copland,
Paul Liggins, Anthony Coles and many
more.
On a personal note, Amanda has
unearthed a treasure trove of my family
history. I did not know that my Uncle
William Beacham, who died in WWI in
the battle of the Somme, was a bell
ringer and is listed in St Paul’s Cathedral
in London. He was awarded a watch
during his training for being “the
smartest soldier”. Amanda found the

letter my grandfather wrote asking for it
to be returned after he died but sadly it
could not be found.
She has unearthed many other
fascinating facts - my Aunt Florence was
the ‘Allesley May Queen’ and my Great
Uncle, Alfred Beacham, repaired
Allesley Church spire
Many of my relatives sang in the choir,
including my father and various uncles
and aunts. These and many more
intriguing incidents she discovered. I am
very grateful to her for taking me on
such an interesting journey.
Thank you also to Norman Slater for all
the years you have proof read and
carried boxes of magazines. I wish you
both a well earned rest, but hopefully we
may hear from you in the future in some
capacity or other.

I am very flattered by Margery’s kind
words and am so pleased to know that
she has enjoyed reading the Parish
Magazine. It has been a pleasure to do
the research, which has thrown a light
on some of Allesley’s past and in the
process unearthed so much of her
family’s history. Not surprising, given the
fact that the Beachams served their
church, village and community for so
many years and in so many ways.
The magazine has only been as good as
the material that I have been sent to
include, which has proved to be
exceptional. I am greatly indebted to my
‘regular’ contributors, with their wealth of
knowledge on their own particular
subjects and for the many stunning
photos they have shared. I am equally

indebted to Annelie for ‘sorting out’ the
advertisers and especially I must thank
all our volunteer distributors for so
faithfully and cheerfully posting the
magazine through the letterboxes of the
parish.
I have always tried to make Allesley the
specific focus of the articles that we have
run. I have been staggered by the
amount of material that has come to light
about the parish. I am sure I will find
more to indulge my passion for research
and writing in future issues!
I am really delighted that my place is
going to be taken by Candi Harris and
wish her every success as your new
editor. I hope she has as much fun as I
have had.
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I have written before for this magazine
about the Bree family, who had such an
intimate connection with the parish of Allesley. Five of them, spanning four generations, were to be sequential Rectors of All
Saints’ church for a total of 168 years, from
1748/9 through to 1917, and their relations
subsequently held the advowson here
through until 2008. The five Rectors were
the Rev Thomas Bree (1716-1778), his
eldest son the Rev Thomas Bree (17501808), his brother the Rev William Bree
(1754-1822), his son the Rev William Thomas Bree (1786-1863), and then finally his
son the Rev William Bree (1822-1917), who
also became Archdeacon of Coventry.
I recently came across some items for
auction that were identifiable as having
once belonged to members of this family,
since they bore the arms, crest and motto
of Bree, or variations on these. The artefacts in question were seals, used for making impressions in wax when closing
correspondence or when authenticating a
signature in an official document by adding an identifiable mark. More specifically
they were fob seals, the type meant for
hanging from a watch chain or from a
ribbon attached to clothing, as became
fashionable in the latter half of the eighteenth century through to the middle of the
nineteenth century. These were, therefore,
very personal items. The seals were divided into a number of lots and, by the time
the auction came about, I had worked out
to whom each had belonged. I was determined to keep this collection together and
was successful in doing so.

The seals I am describing here belonged
to four of the five Bree Rectors. There were
others, which I also purchased, that belonged to a few of their close relatives
(sisters, brothers-in-law, etc), and so I can
only imagine that the seals had been collected together over time by someone in
the family as
– i.e., objects
by which to remember lost loved ones and
as a reminder of the inevitability of death.
The Rev William Bree (1754-1822) may
have started this, only for his son and then
his grandson to continue the collection.
When these seals passed out of the family
is not certain, presumably after the death
of Archdeacon Bree in 1917, or perhaps
after the death of his nephew Harvey William Mapleton-Bree in 1949, he having
inherited the family estates. It is very lucky
that whoever owned the collection next did
not break it up, since it becomes very
difficult to identify the owner of isolated
seals without provenance.
The pictures of the seals given below are
all printed in mirror image, showing the
impression that they would have made in
the wax. What first identifies them as belonging to Bree is the coat of arms adopted by the family, most probably during the
early part of the 18th century. The formal
description (or ‘blazon’) for these arms is
,
(that is, a
silver shield on which sits a black chevron
separating three eagles’ legs cut off at the
thigh, also in black). I say these arms were
‘adopted’ as there is no convincing evidence that the family had any right to use
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them. This particular design was originally
granted to a member of the Bray family,
supposedly a descendant of one William
de Bray of Normandy, who gained lands
following the Conquest. It has not been
possible to connect the Bree family of
Warwickshire with any of the branches of
the Bray family, so we may never know
whether this coat of arms was simply borrowed because the names Bree and Bray
seemed similar, or whether they knew of
some real connection, the records of
which are now lost.

This next seal, also made from steel and
dating to the same period, was another
made for the Rev Thomas Bree (17161778). However, this one evidently dates to
after his marriage in 1747 to Anne Blencowe (1717-1801). The shield shows the
arms of Bree impaled with those of Blencowe, the blazon for the latter being
(= red, with a quarter
coloured silver). Interestingly, the engraver
has put the ‘quarter argent’ in the opposite
corner to that normally used, possibly a
mistake. How it should have been is eviThe earliest seal in the collection (shown dent from the memorial to Thomas at All
above) was made from steel and belonged Saints' church in Hatton, where he was
to the Rev Thomas Bree (1716-1778). Sty- buried close to his own father.
listically, it dates to the mid 1700s and
presumably to before his marriage in 1747.
The arms, engraved on a rococo-style
shield, are those of Bree, as described
above. Towards the top of the shield can
be seen a wide m-shaped cadency mark
(a ‘label of 3 points’) which denoted that
the arms belonged to an eldest son.
This seal was evidently passed down and
used by his own eldest son, the second
Rev Thomas Bree (1750-1808), since an
identical mark appears on the latter’s will,
when it was signed and sealed in 1808.
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If one looks very closely, both of Thomas’s
seals appear to have a small lion or
leopard’s face displayed above the shield.
I have not seen this crest used by them
elsewhere and by the 1780s the Brees had
definitely adopted the same crest as used
by the Bray family. This depicted a device
known as a hemp-breaker or flax-crusher,
a piece of agricultural equipment used to
soften the stems of hemp plants, so that
the fibres became sufficiently pliable for
use in processes such as rope-making. It
seems an unusual object to have selected
for a crest, but it is undoubtedly intended
as a play on words – the Old English word
‘bray’ meant ‘to bruise’ or ‘to pound’ and
so this device is sometimes referred to as
a
.

This third seal is that of the Rev William
Bree (1754-1822), who succeeded his
brother Thomas as Rector in 1808. It is
made from a carved carnelian stone
mounted in gold and would date to the
1780-90s, being in the Adam style. Indeed, William had been married in 1783 to
Elizabeth Mallory of Woodcote and Leek
Wootton. The arms displayed are those of
Bree impaled by those of Mallory, the
blazon being

(= a gold shield bearing a rearing
lion in red).
On this seal there is no crest shown above
the shield, just decorative ribbons, but I am
aware from other family objects owned by
William at this time that he was already
using the hemp-breaker as his family crest.
His sister Elizabeth (1752-1823) was
clearly doing so too, as can be seen on her
seal, shown below – the arms displayed
are for Bree impaled by those of Dudley of
Barnwell & Clopton in Northamptonshire.
The blazon for the latter is
(= a
blue shield displaying a chevron and three
lions heads in gold). Elizabeth Bree had
married Thomas Dudley (1749-1825) at
Allesley in 1776, her elder brother Thomas
performing the ceremony. One can only
marvel at the detail shown in this carving of
a carnelian stone. The teeth on the hempbreaker crest look particularly viscious.

On Elizabeth’s seal one can also see, inset
into the arms of Bree, a smaller
‘escutcheon of pretence’ showing an
alternative set of arms held by Blencowe,
her mother’s family. The inclusion of this
small shield within a larger one was used
to indicate that the wife of the person
holding the arms (i.e. Elizabeth’s mother,
Anne née Blencowe), was the heraldic
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heiress to her own father’s arms. Anne for the latter being
was indeed the last surviving child of John
Blencowe of Marston St Lawrence.
(= a blue shield
bearing two crossed silver arrows between
a pair of gold discs arranged along the
central vertical strip). The shield is
surmounted with the hemp-breaker crest
and underneath is the Bree’s family motto
of ‘
’, or ‘
’. I have noticed that W.T. Bree was
to use this same design for a coat of arms
on some of his
book plates.
The sucessor to W.T. Bree was the Rev
William Bree (1822-1917), but sadly there
was no seal belonging to him amongst the
others. However, I have previously seen in
a private collection the ecclesiastical seal
that he used
when he was
The next seal, shown above, belonged to serving
as
the Rev William Thomas Bree (1786-1863). Archdeacon
A carved carnelian stone, this simply of Coventry. I
displays the arms and crest of Bree and have included
was presumably used by W.T. as a young a picture of
man, before his marriage in 1822. That this
much
was the same year that he succeeded his larger desk
father as Rector at Allesley.
seal, right.
It is interesting to consider how many
letters
and
documents these various seals may have
been used to close. Aside from their
church duties, the Bree family had considerable landholdings in and around Allesley, Hatton and Beausale. Many of the
legal and financial papers relating to these
eventually found their way into the county
archives at Warwick and I am sure that
there must be impressions of these very
seals attached to documents held there. It
is something I intend investigating, once
the archives reopen. My interest in this
After his marriage to Helena Maria family is that my 4x great grandmother
Boultbee (1796-1866), William Thomas was the sister of William Thomas Bree.
had another seal made. Carved from a
green bloodstone, it has the arms of Bree
(mike@meadbriggs.co.uk)
impaled by those of Boultbee, the blazon
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2020 has been a very unusual year, least of all for Allesley Festival. As we are sure you
are all aware the Allesley Festival Committee took the responsible decision and
reluctantly cancelled this year’s Allesley Festival.
We did however still manage to raise over £3,500 for our chosen charities. Our
Presentation Evening did not take place, so our recipients received their funds by post:
University Hospital Coventry & Warwickshire
Haven Refuge
RSPCA (Coundon)
Cyrenians
Coventry Food Bank
Allesley Primary School
Hedge Hog Rescue
Mosaic Family Hub

£1,000
£500
£500
£500
£500
£700
£50
£150

We are immensely proud of ourselves for having, in some way, been able to help our
chosen charities. They have all suffered hugely depleted funds during this pandemic.
They were all incredibly grateful for our donations. We thank all of you in our community
for your generous contributions to our events.
We are still nurturing our community links, and thus made a donation to Allesley Primary
School, who have also lost any chance of raising much needed extra funds this year.
All Saints Church, Allesley have just appointed a new Rector, the Rev. Lizzy Holland,
with whom we have already forged a warm relationship. Being a young mum herself,
Lizzy is excitedly looking forward to our wonderful Festival!
Before I continue with information regarding 2021 Allesley Festival, I want to take this
opportunity to thank Amanda Slater for all the hard work and support she has given us
regarding our articles over many years in the Allesley Parish Magazine and wish her
every happiness in the future.
Allesley Festival Committee have still been meeting on Zoom. I personally would like to
thank them all for their time and support. We are still working hard towards next year’s
Festival and have pleasure in announcing our Festival dates for 2021.

and the theme will be
We are looking forward with a positive attitude, hoping that we can all enjoy a bumper
Festival next year, enhance our “Community Spirit” and have some FUN in 2021.
We are looking forward to seeing you all again next year.
Wishing you all a happy and healthy Christmas and New Year.
Kind Regards
Follow us on our Facebook Page #AllesleyFestival or contact me on
077 4595 4386 or carol@allesleyfestival.co.uk
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Andy Morgan, Vicki Parry, Julie MacDonald, Sam Harvey-Owen, Jan Burton, Carol
Knee, Clarissa Reynolds, Louise Talbot, Lucie Maddock, Steve Buckley.

Many charities are struggling this year with the cancellation of vital
fundraising events. One casualty has been Hedgehogs Rest Rescue
based at the Allesley Park Community Centre where 600 hedgehogs
are currently being cared for and funds are rapidly dwindling.
Find out more about the plight of these engaging and endangered
creatures and how you can get involved on their Facebook page
Hedgehogs Rest Rescue Coventry.
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P. McFadden
Decorators
Interior and Exterior
also property repairs
Over 35 years
Experience

Remember Emma’s amazing
cakes at Pikers Lane on Allesley
Festival Open Garden Day?

Tel: 02476503377
Mob:07974203229

Would you like the Recipe Book?
Back Emma’s Kickstarter
campaign to make it happen by
21st December
http://kck.st/3pP7Jlv
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The sculpture entitled Reconciliation is
a familiar feature of the Ruins but how
much do we know about it and its
origins?
As a tour guide for the Cathedral I have
told many visitors that it is one of four
casts, the other three being in Hiroshima, Berlin and Belfast (in fact in Stormont, just outside the city, which is
the site of the Northern Irish Assembly).
Recently a friend who had visited Stormont asked me why the setting of the
Reconciliation sculpture there includes a stone with the single word
‘Jerusalem’ carved into it. I could not
answer her question but that led me to
acquire a copy of the biography of the
sculptor Josefina de Vasconcellos by
Dr Margaret Lewis. In that I found not
only the answer to my friend’s question but also an account of the origins
and history of the sculpture we call
Reconciliation.
In the summer of 1955 Josefina de
Vasconcellos exhibited a small bronze
sculpture which she called Reunion in
an exhibition of portraits and other
paintings by her husband Delmar Banner in the Royal Watercolour Society
Galleries in Conduit Street in London.
In the aftermath of the second world
war she had been moved to create it
by a newspaper story about a woman
who crossed Europe on foot to find
her husband. She thought even then
that her work was not only about the
reunion of two people but, hopefully, a
reunion of nations which had been
fighting each other.

In the late 1960s the Society of Friends
became interested in the establishment of academic studies into international conflict and its resolution:
various universities were approached
but none of them considered the idea
to be viable. In 1966 the University of
Bradford had received its Royal Charter and two prominent Quakers who
held the offices of Pro-Vice-Chancellor
and the Chair of Finance were willing
to take discussions further. The ViceChancellor and the Pro-Vice-Chancellor agreed to try to establish a Chair in
Peace Studies. They thought that it
would take three years to raise the
necessary £75,000 from Friends and
interested people but they were not
confident that this proposal would
meet with the approval of the governing body, the Senate. In the event
their doubts were misplaced and the
Senate welcomed the proposal.
In March 1972 an appeal was
launched at a press conference in
London and money poured in, much
of it from people who had been moved
by the appeal but could only afford
small amounts of money. Within ten
weeks, the necessary £75,000 was
raised even without the support of major Quaker trust funds such as those
created by the Rowntree and Cadbury
families. The rose-grower Harry
Wheatcroft donated five dozen Peace
roses to plant near the new department. Josefina de Vasconcellos also
read about the appeal and was moved
to send her Reunion to the University
as a gift. The University of Bradford
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then proposed that Reunion should be
renamed Reconciliation and had it
cast in bronze. This was the start of a
long and rewarding relationship between the University and Josefina de
Vasconcellos.
Soon after Josefina de Vasconcellos
had celebrated her 90th birthday in
October 1994, Coventry Cathedral offered an opportunity for Reconciliation
to become known around the world.
In 1992 many people from Britain and
Germany had been distressed by the
sentiments surrounding the controversial statue of Arthur ‘Bomber’ Harris
erected outside St Clement Dane
Church in the Strand in London. Many
of these people were not normally
associated with the Peace Movement:
one such was the entrepreneur Richard Branson. In consultation with Coventry Cathedral and the University of
Bradford he agreed to finance two
bronzes of Reconciliation, one to be
placed in the ruins of the old Coventry
Cathedral and the other to be placed
in the Peace Park in Hiroshima, and
the two to be unveiled in the summer
of 1995 fifty years after the end of the
second world war.
The announcement of this project was
met with a storm of hostile criticism.
Richard Branson was accused of
meddling in affairs which he did not
understand and even of using the
project to further his own commercial
interests in Japan.
The first of the statues was unveiled in
Hiroshima on 12 July 1995 in the presence of the Lord Mayor and Lady

Mayoress of Coventry accompanied
by the Provost of the Cathedral. For
this ceremony and for the ceremony to
follow in Coventry Canon Oestreicher
wrote the following prayer

After the ceremony the white veil
which had covered the sculpture in
Hiroshima was used again to unveil
the second sculpture on 6th August,
the anniversary of the dropping of the
atomic bomb on Hiroshima.
After the two ceremonies were over
Josefina de Vasconcellos and Richard
Branson continued to correspond
and, working from photographs, she
set out to create a bust of him. She
wanted to capture the introspective
side of her subject and persisted in
this effort for some years but she was
never satisfied and eventually destroyed the model.
Early in 1999 Josefina de Vasconcellos asked Canon Andrew White at
Coventry to bring a small replica of
Reconciliation to Dresden. After this
was presented to the head of the state
of Saxony, she received a generous
letter of thanks for the efforts which
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had been made towards peace and
reconciliation between the twin cities
of Coventry and Dresden, both victims
of the ferocious bombing of the Second World War.
A further full-size Reconciliation sculpture was given in 1999 by Coventry
Cathedral to the
on BernauerStrasse (
). BernauerStrasse was the
first Wall crossing point to be opened
following the announcement of visafree travel between East and West Berlin on the night of 9 November 1989,
which led to the fall of the Berlin Wall.
The sculpture was unveiled in Berlin
on 9 November 1999, the tenth anniversary of that tumultuous night.
The Church of the Reconciliation stood
on what is now the site of the
. It had been blown up
by the East German secret police, the
Stasi, in 1985. When the ruins of the
church were cleared, the ancient bible
used for services was found beneath
the rubble, its tooled leather cover undamaged. In a cast of this made by
Josefina de Vasconcellos to be placed
between the kneeling figures, the Bible
is bound with barbed wire to be a
reminder of the wall which had divided
the city for so long. Behind it in the
plinth are pieces of concrete from the
Berlin Wall and pieces of rubble from
Hiroshima, Nagasaki and Dresden. A
Chapel of the Reconciliation was built
on the site of the church in 1999 and
consecrated on 9 November 2000, the
eleventh anniversary of the fall of the
Wall.

Although by 1999 Josefina de Vasconcellos was aged 95, she travelled to
Berlin accompanied by a friend for the
unveiling. Preparations for this event
had been delayed by the discovery of
an unexploded bomb very near the site
which had been left as a booby trap by
the Stasi when they blew up the
church: as a result the sculpture was
unveiled in a building site full of machinery and piles of sand. She reluctantly accepted her friend’s offer to
take her to the ceremony in a wheelchair but, when she saw a large crowd
of television crews (including a crew
from Border Television) and guests,
she abandoned the wheelchair and
walked the rest of the way. A tiny
hunched figure sitting in the rain on her
little folding stool beside the sculpture,
wearing her Royal British Sculptors
robe, she was hardly noticed until the
ceremony started. Then everyone
wanted to know who she was and how
the sculpture came to be made.
In the year 2000 the International Ministry at Coventry Cathedral was making
plans for a further Reconciliation sculpture to be installed in Northern Ireland.
This project was originally supported
by Mo Mowlam (a Coventry girl educated at Coundon Court School) when
she was Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland and that support was continued by her successor Peter Mandelson. Once again the cost of casting the
work in bronze was met by Richard
Branson.
Josefina de Vasconcellos was happy
that this project should proceed but
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she wanted to be involved in every
aspect of the scheme. She travelled to
Coventry to meet a delegation from
Northern Ireland. In the discussion
there, many difficulties were aired but
when the visitors were taken to see
Reconciliation in the ruined cathedral,
she felt that the atmosphere changed.
Agreement was reached to place the
new casting in the grounds of Stormont Castle but an idealistic scheme
to place melted-down weapons as a
symbol of peace between the two
kneeling figures immediately created
conflict about whose weapons would
be melted down. This idea was quickly brushed aside and it was agreed
that the sculpture would be cast without further embellishment.
Josefina de Vasconcellos continued
for a while to worry about the site and
the plinth and was reluctant to allow
responsibility to pass into other hands
but eventually she accepted that she
must relinquish some control. Nevertheless she continued to worry about
delays in the casting and promised
stones for the plinth which had not
materialised. In October she was saddened by the death of her old friend
Professor Robert McKinlay, the ProVice Chancellor at Bradford University
who had been so instrumental in
bringing her sculpture to public notice
as a symbol of peace.
Eventually the Stormont sculpture was
unveiled in pouring rain on 7 November 2000. Josefina de Vasconcellos
had hoped to visit the site beforehand
but the friend on whom she relied to

drive her there broke a leg in a fall from
his horse. She had to be content with
assurances from Canon Andrew White
at Coventry Cathedral about the beauty of the site. She flew to Belfast on the
morning of the unveiling accompanied
by her friend Rachel Polkinghorne who
had filmed the Berlin unveiling for Border Television as part of an ongoing
pictorial biography of one of the most
famous 20th century artists who had
made Cumbria their home.
Leaders of Northern Ireland used the
occasion and the sculpture to pledge
themselves again to the Peace Process and spoke hopefully about the
future. Canon White described the
background to the sculpture and introduced Josefina de Vasconcellos to
great applause. The prayer written by
Canon Oestreicher for the ceremonies
in Hiroshima and Coventry in 1995
was used in a form slightly altered to
refer to the presence of the four cities
which now had full-size Reconciliation
sculptures. A Minister from the Japanese Embassy and a Consul representing the Federal Republic of
Germany took part, together with a
minister from the Israeli Embassy because it was planned that another Reconciliation should be installed in
Jerusalem. Sadly that plan has yet to
be implemented but Josefina de Vasconcellos was invigorated by the day’s
events. After all her anxieties about the
placing of the sculpture she concluded that Stormont made the most
pleasingly sited of all the Reconciliation pieces.
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In addition to her sculpture Josefina de Vasconcellos wrote poetry. Readers of the
short poem which she wrote on the theme of reconciliation may recognise an echo of
the poetry of Wilfred Owen used by Benjamin Britten in his War Requiem.
Josefina was also Godmother to Allesley’s late, much loved, Dr. Michael Downing.
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The Storm
God is moving his furniture today
He’s crashed and banged around since before noon
I think he must be moving far away

I fear he must be leaving this world soon
The lightning struck with an ear splitting smash
He’s crashed and banged around since before noon

Thor is at war for sure his jaws did gnash
And caused the sky to streak with bright, white, light
The lightning struck with an ear splitting smash

And filled the meagre mortals’ lives with fright
It wrenched the clouds and ripped the frazzled air
It caused the sky to streak with blinding light

It wrestled ancient oaks without a care
And left their branches all bruised and battered
It wrenched the clouds and ripped the frazzled air

Their acorns were well and truly scattered
God is moving his furniture today
Leaving their branches all bruised and battered
I think he must be moving far away
Kay Rainsley
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In 2016 the old sixth bell in All Saints’
tower was replaced by a bell from the
redundant church of Holy Trinity,
Bury, Lancashire. You may read about
its history and installation in issues 19
and 21 of this magazine. The bell is
inscribed with a dedication to Jane
Wilson, widow of the first vicar of Holy
Trinity, Bury.

vicarage of Sledmere, East Yorkshire.
The present church, built 1893-8, was
the grandest of the churches funded
by Sir Tatton Sykes of nearby,
Sledmere House and was one of the
last estate churches to be built. It is a
splendid example of Victorian Gothic.
Sledmere House is a grade one listed,
Georgian Country House, said to be
East Yorkshire’s finest. Sir Tatton is
described as an English landowner,
racehorse breeder, church builder
and eccentric. The house, with its
Chippendale, Sheraton and French
furnishings, is surely more than worth
That left me with the tantalizing a visit. My pursuit of Jane robbed me
temptation to research Jane’s story of the time to do so that day, but I will
which, of course, I could not resist. It return soon to enjoy its splendours.
led me to some interesting places and
a surprising discovery.
In April 1865 the 35 year old Rev.
Frederick Wilson was installed as the
first vicar in the, newly built, church of
Holy Trinity. He and Jane, daughter of
local Bury G.P. John Parks, married in
April 1863 at St Mary’s Bury. By 1871
they had a son and a daughter.
In January 1876 the family left Bury
when Frederick was licensed to the
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Frederick’s time at Sledmere was
sadly short, as he died the following
year, although not before “he had
endeared himself to the parishioners
by his zealous labours”. We spent
some time searching the churchyard
for his grave, without success but then
discovered in the church, a folder with
the locations of all the burials mapped
and listed. Frederick was interred on
the north side of Sledmere church,
where we found his grave marked by
a small stone cross.
Jane lived on alone in Yorkshire until
ill health forced her to return to Bury,
to be nursed by her sister, Mary Alice,
until her death in 1906. It was Mary
Alice who gave the bell to Holy Trinity.
Jane was buried alongside her
husband at Sledmere.

Meanwhile Frederick and Jane’s
daughter, Lucy, had married well and
the family had prospered. I have
managed to trace them right down to
the present day, have discovered
Jane’s,
three
times,
great,
granddaughter and the family have
been told of the new Allesley home of
Jane’s bell.
However the greatest surprise was to
find that Jane’s, three times, great,
granddaughter is the owner of one of
my favourite gardens, the stunning,
Felley Priory in Nottinghamshire. I can
most certainly recommend a day
spent there, whether amongst the
spring bulbs, summer herbaceous or
crisp edged topiary in winter, there is
always something spectacular to see.
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Allesley Park Community Centre, 199 Winsford Ave, Allesley Park
Coventry CV5 9NG - Tel: 024 76715432 or 76715150
Coundon Care at Allesley Park offers affordable Day Care in the local
Community for the older person
Our service is also inclusive of those clients with Dementia (Subject to assessment)
All our staff are qualified and experienced and the environment
is safe and homely
Our service reflects our clients’ needs, interests and hobbies
Afternoon entertainment is included

Monday-Wednesday and Friday
Includes a 2 course lunch and all refreshments
Transport available within a certain radius
For further details please contact Kay on 76715150 or Nina on 76715432

27

Your Local Installer of UPVC
Windows
Doors
Conservatories
Fascia Boards and Guttering
Installing and Repairing Double Glazing
in the Local Area for 27 years
Our New UPVC Windows are the most up to date in
Glazing Technology
Achieving A, B or C Ratings WERS
(Window Energy Rating Scheme)
The Glass Units are designed to keep the Heat in
and the Cold out
Free Estimates No Salesmen
FENSA Registered
Tel Office 024 7659 3278
Direct Line 0795 6805244
vinnysloyan@virginmedia.com
www.rainbowwindowdesign.co.uk
64, Kingsbury Road, Coundon, Coventry CV6 1PH
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There is, in Allesley Rectory garden, a
large and venerable Black Mulberry
tree,
. It was probably
planted by William Thomas Bree
(Rector 1822–63), who acquired fame
as a naturalist and was a great planter
of trees, being responsible for many in
the Rectory garden.
I have a personal interest in mulberries,
being descended through at least two
branches of my family, from French
Huguenot silk weavers. The link, is the
silk worm,
whose only
source of food are the leaves of the
mulberry tree - preferably
the White Mulberry. The silk moth larva
will weave a complex cocoon, for which
it produces nearly a kilometre of silk
thread. Within this it will pupate and
metamorphose into the adult moth unless prevented by a spinner of silk.
The Black Mulberry was introduced to
this country by the Romans, who loved
their delicious, blood-red, juicy fruit.
These fruit are rich in antioxidants and
other good things and were later often

grown in infirmary gardens of medieval
monasteries, for medicinal purposes.
When Henry VIII dissolved the Catholic
monasteries, between 1536 and 1541,
some of the buildings were spared,
passing into the hands of those in
favour with the king, to become palatial
country houses, complete with the
mulberry trees. The fresh fruit soon
became a favourite at the Tudor court,
ensuring the survival of these trees.
In 1603, King James I was responsible
for bringing large numbers of mulberry
trees into the country from the
continent, with the intention of kick
starting a native silk industry. The hope
was to stem the vast amounts of money
leaving the exchequer for purchase of
silk from France, Italy and Spain.
James II, in his turn, offered sanctuary
to the refugee, Huguenot silk weavers,
who in 1685 were forced to escape
France, in fear of their lives, when the
revocation of the Edict of Nantes ended
their freedom to practice the protestant
religion. Many settled in Canterbury
and London - as did my family - and
later, other cities, including Coventry.
It is said of the White Mulberry, that no
other tree has played a greater role in
the economic and cultural prosperity of
so many civilisations for so many
centuries. Even today, despite the
development of synthetic fibres, the
global trade in cocoons of raw silk is
worth over US$ 3.8 billion a year.
The mulberry is indeed very much
more than just the tasty ingredient in a
pot of jam, or the nursery rhyme bush
for dancing around.
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Usually, in the Christmas edition, we
would be publishing the dates for next
year's Churchyard tidy sessions. Of
course, while everything is still
uncertain, we cannot meet in the hall
to eat brunch and chat in between
mowing, strimming, weeding and
sweeping.
However, a small number of
individuals have continued to work,
socially distanced, in the churchyards
and car park. We are very grateful to
these volunteers.
Thank you very much. Without your
hard work and dedication, the

churchyard
would
have
been
completely overgrown and made it
difficult for the congregation to get into
church for the live services. We are
sure all the dog walkers have noticed
your hard work too.
We all hope and pray that 2021 will be
more 'normal' so that our team can
meet up again. As soon as this is
possible, we will post dates and
details on the church social media
sites.
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It has been the strangest beekeeping
year from a human point of view but
the bees appear to have done well
and most of the Coventry beekeepers
had a good honey harvest at the end
of the summer.
We were unable to hold any summer
meetings at all this year because of
the pandemic, but as the lockdown
restrictions were eased, some of the
members did resume some socially
distant work on our new apiary site at
London Road Allotments. New hive
stands were made and installed, land
drains went in to prevent the ground
becoming water logged, the site was
levelled and grass seed sown. We are
also planning a wild flower area and

orchard for the bees (and hopefully
the beekeepers) to enjoy next season.
Needless to say, we have not been
able to hold any meetings at the
Church Hall this winter and like
everyone else, have had to do the
best we can on Zoom and Teams.
Fingers crossed that 2021 will see us
able to meet in person again.
Happy Christmas to all and fingers
crossed for a Happier New Year

www.covbee.org.uk

This year’s Box Opening raised £323.96 for The Children’s Society. Thank you
very much to all the Box Holders for their valuable support.
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This Christmas, we are looking at our homes as being real places of encounter, joy,
praise and connection. It might be that connection looks a lot like zoom or phone calls
but this year at All Saints we would love to see a community where homes have become
places of blessing. Our theme for this Christmas is ‘There’s Room in our Home’,
reflecting the lack of space in the inn for Jesus at his birth. There may not have been
room for him then, but there is room for him now in our homes. Our homes can be
places this year where we joyfully bellow carols together online, where we can enjoy
spending time with one another through zoom quizzes and where we can create space
to delight in this season, no matter what is happening in the world. There are so many
ways you can make your homes places of blessing this year and there’s loads of
information on the next page about our church services both online and in person and
events we are putting on. We would love you to
get involved. Another way of making your home a
blessing this season is to place a star in your
window as a sign of hope to those passing by. You
can make your own, (be as creative as you like!)
or cut out the one here and add it to your window.
We would love to see pictures of your stars!
In your homes, may you know the wonder of
Christ again this Christmas and may you both
receive his blessing and become a blessing to
others.
Rev Lizzy Holland

So long, Amanda and thanks for all the magazines!
It's hard to believe how different the Parish Magazine was before 2010, and it is thanks
to Amanda's unswerving dedication that the magazine that she helped to launch has
continued to improve in the ten years since then; giving a voice to many members of
the Allesley community and giving the opportunity to share different views on why this
is a great place to live. Enhanced by Amanda's love of photography, the magazine was
also made available as a PDF file (in full colour) on the church website, meaning that
wherever people might be around the world, they could stay in touch with what was
happening back in Allesley. Amanda volunteered to be part of an editing team, but as
time went by she became the one who organised everything, including all the logistics
of delivery throughout our widely-spread parish. As a church we are very grateful for all
that she has done to make the Parish Magazine such an interesting and relevant read;
for her love of local history, including that of the church itself; and of course for the
excellent photographs. We are sure that this final edition in Amanda's time as editor will
be a fitting celebration of all that has gone before. We have been blessed by the 33
editions that Amanda has edited over the last eleven years and we wish her well in her
(continued) retirement, and hope that she will enjoy what the new editorial team have in
store for the next edition.
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Whilst some businesses, hospitality
and high street shops have struggled
through the impact of Covid 19, others
like internet-based business, supermarkets and logistic companies have
benefited financially.
But charities, both small and large,
have been negatively affected, charity
shops run by large charities have
closed for lockdowns, appeals by
Food Banks have been widely supported but more people and families
need to use them and they are struggling to maintain their support.
All Saints Church, Allesley is a Grade
One Listed building, tucked away
above the road behind the Elms pub
and restaurant and many people
would drive past and may not notice it.
The building dates back to the 12 century with several Norman Arches although it was extensively re-modelled
in the late Victorian times.

It is managed by volunteers who sit on
the Parochial Church Council and they
manage the finance and fabric of the
building on behalf of the parish. In
2020 we had an income of £130,000
and expenditure of £135,000 due to
reduced giving on the collection at
services, a direct result of the lock
downs and socially distanced services
when restrictions were eased. In 2021
we anticipate we will lose at least 20%
of annual income compared to the
giving in 2020. Many people believe
the church is funded from central
funds from the Church of England, that
is far from the case. No money is received from anyone other than donations from congregations, parishioners
and legacies. In addition, we have special projects planned such as repairs
and improvements to the organ, we
will be seeking grants to help fund
these projects, grants are not available
for general running costs.
In fact, All Saints, like all Anglican
churches, have a Parish Share to pay
to the Diocese which is a contribution
to incumbent's salary, pension, housing costs and training of all priests. In
2021, All Saints will pay £74,039 for
their Parish Share. We also pay for all
utilities, insurance, repairs and maintenance, printing and stationery and the
salaries of two part time workers, the
Church Administrator and a Children's
and Families Co-ordinator.
Whilst access to church has been severely curtailed, when we were allowed to reopen between the lock
downs a maximum of 26 could attend

35
socially distanced, rather difficult when
we might have 120 plus at the Sunday
family services. Consequently, we
have adapted and a team of people
have produced online services on
YouTube, Facebook etc. We have
continued, ably supported by our musicians and with regular contributions
by our children and young people.
Christmas is going to be very different
this year, normally we welcome 160
parishioners and their families to Carols by Candlelight, over 200 to Nativity
services on Christmas Eve, Midnight
service and a family service on Christmas Day. With so many attending
these services, the giving from congregations that we receive, peaks over
the Christmas period - our appeal to
you this year is to consider how you
might support All Saints.
Can you make a financial donation
either one off or ongoing? If you are

able to please consider any of the
following options:
1) Give whilst you shop with Amazon
Smile or Easy Fundraising. Search for
either of these sites and look for All
Saints Church, Allesley. This does not
cost you any extra money but does
benefit the church so it is win win!
2) Cheque made payable to the Allesley PCC
3) Standing Order, please contact the
parish office for more information or
the Parish Giving Scheme on 0333
002 1271
4) We are in the process of setting up
further ways of giving online and via
text so please look out on social media
and focus for more information.

Thanks to the ongoing generosity of
friends, neighbours, members of All Saints
Church and the Allesley community, we
have been able to continue to send out
funding during the COVID 19 pandemic, to
enable the Wakii community to continue
work on the Community Health Programme Service [CHPS] Centre. Materials
have now been bought to complete the
flooring of the rest of this, much needed,
Health Centre. The opening of the first two
consulting rooms, last April, enabling nurses to begin working from the building has
been a godsend during this year’s rainy
season, as they have experienced more
than usual rainfall. Jacob messaged: ‘Here
the rains have caused disasters. Floods
have damaged so many farms and many
are homeless and we foresee serious hun-

ger this year as all the crops have been
washed away. But we thank God for our
health.’ Once again, thanks to everyone
who has donated funds to enable us to
send out £500 to buy food. So far Jacob
and the village elders have been able to
buy 22 large bags of maize to be shared
amongst the community. We hope that you
will continue to support Wakii in 2021 so
that, as a result of two village communities
working together, the CHPS Centre can be
completed. Unfortunately we are still unable to arrange our next visit to Wakii or to
announce plans for 2021 fundraising
events. For more information about this
project, to collect coins, support a fundraising event or make a donation please
contact allesleychurch@gmail.com

We look forward to meeting you in the
New Year as life returns to the "new"
normal.
Happy Christmas
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Following the cessation of the project
during the Covid-19 affected spring,
the team were back out in the late
summer checking on the installations
and looking for more places to deliver
natural flood management. Meeting
new landowners gave rise to new
plans for the coming winter’s delivery,
including soil aeration to improve
water absorption. New and improved
retention pools are part of the winter
work schedule and strategic tree
planting.
To date, a further ten leaky barriers
have been installed, adding to those

from last winter, ready to capture and
slow water come any major
rainstorms.
The
leaky
barriers
replicate natural features that would
occur in water courses and we choose
long lasting hardwoods to promote
longevity, such as Oak and Ash.
These hardwoods also host many
native insects living in the dead wood.
Chestnut stakes are used to hold the
structures in place.
We have also planted around fifty
meters of new hedgerow again using
a native mix including Hawthorn,
Blackthorn, Holly and Dog Rose.
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These plants provide nest sites for
birds, shelter for small mammals,
insects and of course grab rain! New
fencing protects the new hedge plants
from grazers and also creates longer
grass areas which are able to capture
and retain rain water as well as
absorbing more from the soil.
As well as cracking on with the
delivery, we are always keen to meet
more landowners and find places
within
the
Upper
Sherbourne
Catchment (between Allesley and
Corley Moor) where we may be able
to create further opportunities for
natural flood retention. So please

spread the word and we would love to
hear from anyone with land that we
can explore.
To find out more or to get involved
contact:
The Wildlife Trust’s Wetland Officer
Nick Martin –
nick.martin@wkwt.org.uk or 07810
863177.
Visit the project page at
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/Sherbour
neFRM
Wetland Officer, Warwickshire Wildlife
Trust
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PETE THE GARDENER
GARDENS MAINTAINED TO YOUR
SPECIFICATIONS
LAWNS CUT
BORDERS MAINTAINED
PATIOS LAID
FENCES ERECTED
DECKING
CONSERVATORIES CLEANED
GARDEN CLEARANCE

FOR A FULL PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE
TEL 07944034940

High Quality Bespoke Carpentry & Joinery
with over 30 Years’ Experience
Doors
Windows
Stairs
Bespoke Joinery
Plastering
Flooring
Fitted Wardrobes
Repairs & Renovations to
Traditional Sash Windows
General Carpentry
Call Matt to discuss your
requirements or follow us on
www.matthewjohnsonjoinery.co.uk
Email: - mattjjoinery@gmail.com
Tel:- 07929309573
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Grandad introduced my two brothers and
me to angling in the 1950s. We started off
at a local farm pond, an old marl pit, where
cattle waded in to drink. Tall bullrushes
fringed the water’s edge and we lost
several hooks before learning to cast our
lines safely out to the open water. A crust
of bread thrown onto the surface soon
attracted lots of red-finned Roach, then we
used bread paste as bait. We would put an
extra hook on our lines and catch two tiny
silver fish at a time.
There was so much wildlife around that
pond. Dragonflies rustled their wings as
they hawked after smaller insects. Great
Crested Newts were common in those
days and we loved to watch them swim up
to the surface and show their orange
bellies as they took a gulp of air. We found
the cup shaped nest of a Song Thrush with
four bright blue eggs with black speckles.
Natural history became a key part of the
fascination with fishing and we carried
copies of the “Observer’s Book of Pond
Life” in our rucksacks.
In those days there weren’t any artificial
pools stocked with large fish. We tried to
catch wild fish in natural waters, but
sometimes we wouldn’t get a single bite all
day.
Grandad believed in the benefits of tasty
snacks when out in the countryside. In his
wicker fishing basket he carried three

thermos flasks filled with tea, tomato soup
and ox-tail soup. He always took his
Primus stove and frying pan, serving up
hot bacon and egg butties with HP sauce.
Grandad wore a smart suit and tie and a
flat cap when fishing. A gabardine coat
and wellingtons completed his outfit. A
black oilskin greatcoat and sou’wester hat
were stowed in his basket for wet weather.
When we were caught in the rain, we
encouraged him to tell us again about the
storms he endured on navy convoys
during the First World War.
My first rod had been my GreatGrandad’s. It was very heavy and made of
solid greenheart with a built-cane tip. The
matching reel was a battered wooden
centre-pin with a brass star back fitting.
We progressed to angling expeditions way
off in the Cheshire countryside, at a series
of country retreats. We stayed overnight
beforehand at Nan and Grandad’s town
house in smoke blackened Birkenhead,
then set off very early the following
morning to catch the steam train. Whilst
Nan and Grandad bought newspapers
and stocked up on toffees at the railway
station kiosk, we boys raced up the
platform for a look at the engine with
steam hissing from around its enormous
metal wheels. The fireman would be
shovelling coal into the fire box whilst the
driver was wiping levers and gauges with
a rag. After finding an empty passenger
compartment we stowed our fishing tackle
and provisions in the overhead luggage
nets. A shrill whistle from the platform
attendant, and we were off! Rob always
slid the top window open to enjoy the acrid
smell of the smoke.
Once we arrived at Chester, Nan popped
in at her favourite bookshop and we boys
accompanied Grandad to the fishing
tackle shop in an ancient timber framed

41

building. The ceilings were extremely low
and hardly any daylight penetrated. Whilst
grandad got his supplies of maggots,
ground bait, hooks and lead shot, my
brothers and I gawped in awe at the
enormous stuffed pike, carp, and salmon
in their polished glass cases. There was a
dazzling array of exquisitely coloured floats
set out in display cabinets. We usually
spent pocket money on a couple of these
gems, but didn’t want to risk losing them.
So we also bought the much cheaper
peacock feathers and porcupine quills to
make our own floats. All we needed to do
was add a couple of float rubbers and a
dab of fluorescent paint.
After meeting up with Nan for tea and a
bun, we caught the green Crosville bus on
its slow meandering rural route. We looked
out for the key historical sites along the
way: the Lepers’ Burial Ground, the Shot
Tower, and Rowton Moor battlefield.
Wherever we arrived on those summer’s
mornings there was a mist rising off the
meadows. After the noisy bustle of town,
here there was a rural languor, the whole
landscape seemed to snooze all day.
The first place we stayed was a boat on the
Shropshire Union Canal. I would lie on the
deck using Grandad’s Polaroid sunglasses
to get a clear view of the watery world
below. I watched sticklebacks scatter as
they were chased by big stripey patterned
perch. The next time we went to the tackle
shop I bought several shiny metal “Mepps”
spinners and spent the afternoon sat on
the deck trying them out. I was having no
luck in tempting those predatory perch, so
I made a mug of tea and practiced long
distance casting with the same gear. I got
distracted watching a weasel hunting after
a rabbit on the towpath and let the spinner
sink and snag on something solid. The line
twanged and rod tip doubled over. A lot of

splashing then Grandad was there calmly
scooping with the landing net. Not a perch,
but my first pike! The “freshwater shark” as
Grandad called it weighed in at only about
2 lb, but it had fearsome needle sharp
teeth. We gently slipped it back into the
canal.
After the boat there was a two berth vintage
caravan all by itself on the bank of the
Welsh Dee. We boys took our tents and set
up camp on the lawn of Nan’s kitchen
garden. The “peep-peep” call of
Kingfishers was a common sound as they
flew along the water. Flounder migrated up
here from the sea. We caught these
peculiar flat fish with lobworms on a large
hook anchored to the riverbed with a heavy
lead weight. Sometimes we accidentally
caught eels. There was country lore about
eels having poisonous blood so we let
them go as fast as possible.
Our favourite place was a timber chalet
perched beside a tiny river in the middle of
nowhere. On its meandering course this
river had nearly created an island on which
the chalet had been built. From the front
door it was only a couple of strides to the
riverbank. On the other three sides there
was an overgrown orchard full of gnarled
apple and damson trees.
On our first visit my brothers and I used a
sheet of corrugated iron to flatten the
jungle of stinging nettles in the orchard.
Slowly we made a pathway to find the river
on the other side. Here the river raced over
a shallow gravel bed and we could paddle
across to sit on an island of smooth warm
boulders. We made this secluded spot our
base, with a den under the trunk of a fallen
tree. We borrowed an iron kettle and frying
pan from Nan and set up a campfire.
Imagining ourselves as castaways on a
desert island, we made our own fishing
rods out of long willow wands, tying a five

42
foot length of line to the tip. We searched
for natural baits. Turning over a dried
cowpat revealed a supply of red worms
and fly larvae. We once found a wasps’
nest that a badger had dug up. There were
still some angry wasps about, so we used
a long stick to pull out some of the brown
papery remnants and found a few white
wasp grubs.
Below our hideout Water-Crowfoot waved
in the rapid clear stream, and amongst this
water weed we spotted the occasional
brown trout. We tried for them by
‘upstream worming’, taught to us by our
Uncle Alan. A simple hook and line were
used without a float or any shot. From the
island a lively branding worm was cast
upstream and then left to be carried over
the pebble riverbed by the current. We
caught a couple of these beautifully

coloured wild trout. They were very small
and we let them return to their freedom.
Nan started a vegetable garden over the
other side of the orchard and she kept an
eye on us from there. When meals and tea
breaks were ready she summoned us with
a call of “coo-ee" , which she said was
used by Aboriginal Australians. On walks
with her she taught us the names of all the
local wild flowers and she would predict
the weather from the behaviour of the
cattle.
Nan’s brother, Wilf, was a keen dry-fly
angler who occasionally called by. He was
also an accomplished artist who sketched
the landscape when he took a break from
fishing. I still have his painting of this idyllic
stretch of river hanging next to my fishing
rods.
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2020 has turned out to be one of the
hardest years ever for local Children’s
charity Global Care. When you consider
that we have supported people through
cyclones, the boxing Day Tsunami of
2004, civil wars and refugee crises, that is
saying something. Never before have we
been so inundated with requests for
immediate aid from so many of our
projects at the same time.

Throughout the Coronavirus pandemic,
Global Care has been providing food and
essential supplies to over 13,500
beneficiaries, including 8,000 children. If
you have given to our Coronavirus
emergency appeal – thank you so much,
we are so very grateful for your support.
As we continue to look ahead and plan for
the future, we are now starting a brand
new project in Koshe, Ethiopia. In Koshe,
children start school late and drop out
quickly. Instead of learning skills in the
classroom, they go straight to work, in the
fields, in the home, on the streets, earning
what pennies they can. It’s a life of labour,
which starts in childhood and never
stops… because without education you
have no other options. And so the poverty
cycle grinds on.
In response, Global Care has launched a
new four-year programme to work with
mums, helping them create better futures
for their families. We want to raise £45,000
this Christmas to establish a secure

financial footing for the first two years of
this new initiative.
We are establishing a series of women’s
self-help groups, bringing together up to
225 mums from three villages in Koshe, in
groups of 10-15. Our partners will initially
focus on capacity-building, offering
training from basic literacy to life-skills
coaching, building skills, confidence and
supportive relationships. Then each group
will aim to start small businesses and other
income-generating activities. Ultimately,
the profits from those business initiatives
could keep around 675 children in the
classroom, gaining an education, which
could change their family’s future forever.
The exciting news is that this project is the
focus of the Big Give from 1st December
to 8th December. All online donations to
our Christmas Appeal can be doubled in
value, at no extra cost to yourself, if you
give during the week of the Big Give
Christmas Challenge, from noon on
Tuesday 1st December, to noon on
Tuesday 8th December. All donations up
to the value of £20,000 will be eligible for
match funding. If you can wait, please give
during this week and make your money go
further. Every penny counts!
Please just visit our website globalcare.org
from the 1st of December to double your
donation!
Thank you for your support, and we wish
you all a very happy Christmas.
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sold we have relied on a sales stall at the
garden gate. This has been our only
regular income during these past 12
months.

Despite the problems associated with
Covid, the long-awaited pavilion
became a reality in September. Ever
since our regular team has worked hard
to complete the project - painting the
structure five times over – fire retardant
paint and final colour, and significantly,
a large terrace for use in conjunction
with the pavilion for events.
The Walled Garden Group has
ambitious plans for the garden now we
have an all-weather facility. In the
immediate future we anticipate opening
with wall displays charting the history of
the hall and park; tables laid out for
children to work on arts and crafts that
focus on growing our own food, and a
healthy environment; and a nature table
to encourage observation in the garden
and wider park. Meetings and family
markets will follow as soon as the virus
is better under control.
Our team of gardeners has seen a
remarkably good harvest of crops – late
potatoes (although the earlies suffered
badly from frost damage), cabbage and
kale, lettuces and chard; also a most
successful crop of Yacon, a healthy
vegetable we shall try cooking in various
ways and explain its benefits to the
general public. Unable to run the
monthly markets when vegetables are

The orchard planting we led on in 2019
is starting to mature nicely and work
there on seeding a wildflower meadow
among the trees will soon provide us
with a new resource in the coming year.
Currently we are working on the tulip
patch as the summer display of
marigolds fade away. In the last couple
of years the tulips (well over 1000 in
some ten different varieties) have
heralded spring and attracted large
numbers of admirers, many with a
camera slung over their shoulder.
With opportunities to use the pavilion as
a visitor centre we look forward to it
becoming an important facility in the
local community.
Behind everything
in
the
walled
garden there’s a
story, whether it’s
about a plant or
the
historical
house.
That makes ‘A
Walk in the Park’
special.

Yule Log
One of the greatest Christmas classics
Ingredients
For Cake Mix:
2 tbsp cocoa powder
1 tbsp caster sugar, extra
3 free-range eggs
60g plain flour
90g caster sugar
50g butter, melted and cooled
For Filling
125g white chocolate chopped
125ml cream
50g toasted, chopped hazelnuts
For Topping
125g dark chocolate, chopped
125ml cream
Icing sugar to dust
Method:
1. Line a Swiss Roll tin (30x35cm) with baking paper.
2. Preheat oven 180oC/Gas mark 4.
3. Sift flour and cocoa powder twice. With an electric whisk, beat the eggs with
sugar for five minutes, until light and fluffy.
4. Sift the flour mix over the eggs and pour butter around edge of the bowl.
With a metal spoon carefully incorporate all ingredients, taking care not
to over-mix.
5. Spread the mixture evenly into the prepared tin and bake for about 12 minutes,
until springy to the touch.
6. Sprinkle the extra caster sugar on a clean tea towel and turn the sponge out
onto it, and roll up the sponge lengthways. Leave it to cool completely.
7. For the filling, melt chocolate over hot water then remove from heat and add
cream. Stir until smooth, repeat the same with the dark chocolate and cream
for the topping.
8. With an electric whisk beat white chocolate mixture until soft peaks.
9. Unroll sponge, remove tea towel and paper, spread the filling, finishing 2cm
from its edge and sprinkle with hazelnuts.
10. Re-roll sponge and trim the edges. Cut one end off diagonally and place it
along-side the log, creating branch effect.
11. Place the log onto a serving plate and spread the dark chocolate topping all over.
With a fork create lines for bark effect. Just before serving dust with icing sugar.
12. Decorate with cranberries and basil leaves for holly effect, so all should be edible.
Keeps in fridge for 4-5 days
Why not consider ordering a Christmas hamper from us?
Allesley Country Market wishes you all a very Merry Christmas
and looks forward to seeing you in the New Year!!!!!

Allesley Country Market at Allesley Village Hall,
open every Wednesday 10.00-11.30 am, admission free.
Please contact: 02476 334 210 or 07859 230 237
Follow us on Facebook
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Any Blood Test requested by your
GP or Consultant (private also) can
be taken at your home or work place

£10 with this Advert
No Waiting
No Parking Fee/Taxi
No Queuing
Urgent Bloods
No Time Lost from Work

Call
RGN/ Phlebotomist (insured)
Home 024 7640 4870
Mobile 075 3879 0488

M. J. Silvera
Painting and Decorating Services
30 Years Experience
Interior and Exterior Work
Private and Commercial
Providing Reliable, Professional Work
Local Tradesmen
024 7659 8403
Mobile 077 2942 0082
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Mon - Wed 9.0am - 5.45pm
Thurs 9.0am - 6.45pm
Fri 9.0am - 5.45pm
Sat 7.0am - 2.45pm
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What a year! I don't think anyone
could have imagined what was to
happen at the outset of this year and
what is still happening today. Danielle
and myself are sisters in law and we
both live in Allesley, and I think
probably always will. We have grown
up here and we love the area, the
lovely country walks, the wonderful
people and the local feel.
I had a baby boy, Freddie, my third
little boy, in September 2019 and
Danielle had a little girl, Ivy, sister to
big brother Arthur, at the outset of the
lockdown in March 2020. We had both
imagined and planned our maternity
leave to involve trips out for coffee,
shopping and of course the
mandatory baby sensory and soft play
sessions. It didn’t quite turn out like
that. Instead we both spent much of
our maternity leave at home with our
children (attempting some homeschooling!). For both of us, it turned
out to be such a special time and
more than ever we feel a sense of
gratitude for the joy and happiness
our little ones bring us every day. It is
sometimes easy to forget what you
have when you get caught up in the
hustle and bustle and stresses of
school runs, full time work etc. Having
a few months out to pause and just
spend time with them having fun and
learning together turned out to be a
real blessing.
During the lockdown Danielle and I
would regularly catch up on the phone

or the now obligatory online Microsoft
Teams, and have a good chat, putting
the world to rights. It was over these
conversations and then a walk around
the Gruffalo trail with the children that
we came up with the idea for Freddie
& Ivy. We have both bought lots of
gifts for babies and children over
recent years and whilst there are some
lovely gifts out there, we felt there was
something missing in the 'luxury for
little ones' category. Perhaps we have
both gone a bit soft during lockdown
but I for one just wanted to wrap and
snuggle mine up and make them feel
safe and loved. It was this that led us
to beautiful bath and bed wear and we
both found ourselves very passionate
about creating gifts that could be
treasured for a lifetime. We therefore
spent the next few months creating
the business, sourcing high quality
bath products and fabrics, and
creating our designs.
We created our first range with
Freddie in mind. Freddie likes his
creature comforts so we opted for lots
of thick, soft, fluffy white bath wear
products (gowns, ponchos, towels).
He is also very cheeky and happy, so
we wanted to bring some fun into it.
We decided that all of the products in
the range would come personalised in
a choice of vibrant and beautiful
patterns to make truly unique gifts.
Now this really is a family business
and it was really lovely when Nanna
Lynda (Danielle’s Mum) agreed to
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help us out. Lynda has been a nurse
for many years and still does one night
a week assisting in the battle against
covid. Many years ago however, she
had a bridal shop in Allesley, and is an
expert seamstress and so she is
rekindling her skills to help create
these lovely products with us.
It took several months to get to the
point where we were ready to launch.
Danielle who is a teacher but also very
much the creative half of this duo took
charge of the design and product side
and me (an accountant by trade) had
to acquire new skills building websites
and sourcing products. After lots of
hard work, we were proud to launch in
October and we are pleased to report
that sales are going well thus far.
Nanna Lynda and the team are being
kept very busy! However, there is no
doubt that the real hard work is only
just beginning as we try to share what
we do in a country impacted by the
effects of the virus and restrictions on
our ways of life. As I
write this, we have
just entered another
four week lockdown
and so getting out
and showing the
quality
of
our
products in physical
form is impossible
for the time being.
Consequently
we
have to rely solely on
digital routes. I am
not sure we could
have
chosen
a

harder time to start a new business!
That said we are really enjoying the
challenge and very excited by the
prospects for Freddie & Ivy. We are
also very grateful for all of the support
of friends, family and people in the
area who have kindly offered help and
advice to us so far. We feel very
fortunate.
So if you are looking for that special
Christmas gift for a baby or children
then please do visit our online shop,
www.freddieandivy.co.uk
or drop us an email at
enquiries@freddieandivy.co.uk.
We are also present on Instagram
(FreddieandIvy), facebook and twitter
if you wish to follow our activities.
That really just leaves me to wish
everyone a very Happy Christmas
from myself and Danielle and of
course from Freddie and Ivy (pictured
below modelling their new range!).
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When working in my vegetable patch on
winter afternoons, I’m looking out for
Wrens arriving to keep warm overnight
by huddling together within a tangle of
ivy. These dumpy little birds come one
at a time, flitting into the dense
evergreen cover. I often count three or
four birds entering this communal roost.
Known affectionately as “Jenny”, the
Wren is one of the most popular of
British birds. It has featured widely in
folklore and was believed to symbolise
wisdom and divinity. It was said that
whoever tried to steal wren's eggs or
harm baby wrens would find their house
struck by lightning.

A Wren used to adorn a tiny British coin,
the old farthing.
Wrens often go unnoticed because of
their size, drab colour, and habit of
creeping
through
undergrowth.
However, they are the UK’s most
numerous bird, with a population of over
seven million breeding pairs.

In spite of its size, the Wren has a
startlingly penetrating song that can
sometimes be heard up to half a mile
away. It suddenly pops up on top of a
hedge, makes a cheerful trilling
outburst, then nips back into cover.
Their breeding season is from April to
August. The cock Wren makes several
nests to show off his abilities when
attracting a mate. The more nests he
makes, the more successful he is likely
to be. Once a nest is chosen by a hen
bird, it will be carefully lined with
feathers. Sometimes the male finds that
several mates are willing to take up
residencies.
Five or six eggs are laid inside the
domed nest and the chicks hatch about
a fortnight later. A monogamous male
will help to care for his chicks, however
if he has a number of mates then he will
spend all of his time defending his
territory.
The fine pointed bill is used for hunting
insects and spiders. This live food is in
short supply during very cold weather,
putting Wrens at risk of starvation. A little
grated cheese scattered under garden
hedgerows will help Wrens survive the
worst of the winter weather.
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To many members the Saints are a
family and like other families it has
been hard not to be able to get
together to celebrate and socialise.
However we have kept in touch by
whatever means possible to make
sure everyone is staying safe and well.
As we have been unable to mark
special occasions in traditional fashion
there is going to be an incredibly big
party once restrictions are lifted!
We have also continued to support
local charities with recent donations to

the
Air
Ambulance,
Coventry
Foodbank and Hedgehog Rescue.
As we are once again in lockdown it is
difficult to envisage what will or will not
be possible for future amateur
dramatic productions in the Village
Hall. However we remain optimistic
that the Saints will go marching on in
some form or other.
We all wish you a safe and sound
Christmas and hope for a better and
brighter 2021

The Saints. Pygmalion cast and crew

The Hall, in spite of everything, is carrying on regardless. We hope that
activities can recommence as soon as is possible and we continue on a "care
and maintenance "basis. The Trustees will ensure that the Hall carries on as a
part of the Allesley community as it has done for over 100 years.
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The months are slipping by and no
sign of us being able to meet up for a
“normal” WI meeting! However, I am
making contact with our members and
hearing of their ideas for staying busy
while not being out and about meeting
friends and family. Jigsaws and
reading seem very popular. One
member has knitted a beautiful shawl
for a new arrival expected in January!
Julie and Penny have continued to
bake for the Country Market each
week, which is well supported by the
community.
One lady is learning to play the
keyboard, after not playing since she
was a teenager. Knitting and crochet
is an ever popular pastime while I
continue with my patchwork and
quilting, making a dent in my scrap
basket, since not being able to shop
for more fabric for some considerable
time. I was lucky enough to take some
Flower Arranging classes with Jackie
and Dawn of the Allesley Flower
Group, until the last lockdown.
The gardens still seem to need much
attention, bulb planting, continuous
cutting back, mulching, sorting out
greenhouse etc.

Many members enjoy their daily
walks, dodging the showers but very
happy to get out and blow the
cobwebs away.
Our committee meeting was most
enjoyable via WhatsApp this week and
we are looking into the possibility of
Zoom in the New Year.
We wish everyone a Happy Christmas
and look forward to seeing you
next year!
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Miss Josephine Betts, of Alton Hall, was born in 1912, the daughter of Raymond C. H.
Betts, a partner in the firm of “Rider Betts and Sons”, Corn Merchants of West Orchard,
Coventry. Jo’s mother, Gertrude Emma Townsend had a brother, Frederick Richard - is
he “Uncle Fred”?
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All Saints Rector

Rev Lizzy Holland

073 7744 9873

All Saints Church Administrator
Mon - Thurs 9.00 - 12.00 noon

Alison Glover

allesleychurch@gmail.com
024 7640 2006

All Saints Churchwardens

Paul Payne
Candi Harris

024 7640 2017
candi.allsaints@outlook.com

All Saints Bell Ringers

Mike Chester

024 7640 2067

All Saints Children & Youth

Lesley Borrell

079 5408 0575

allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Children & Families Leader

All Saints Church Hall Bookings

Alison Glover

Mon - Thurs 9.00 - 12.00 noon

024 7640 2006
allsaintshallbookings@gmail.com

All Saints Churchyard Tidy

Michael Jones

024 7669 2734

All Saints Home Communion

Cynthia Nash

024 7640 2295

All Saints Mainly Music

Lesley Borrell

079 5408 0575

allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Children & Families Leader

All Saints PCC Secretary

Yelena Williams

024 7659 3546

All Saints PCC Treasurer

Marie Hudson

024 7640 2295

All Saints Small Groups

Brenda Wood

024 7640 7345

All Saints Readers

Colin and Fey Holtum

024 7672 9996

All Saints Verger

Angela Taylor

024 7640 4032

Allesley Afternoon W I

Jackie Staveley

024 7640 3729

ACW Conservation Society

Jan Burton

024 7640 7480

Allesley Country Market

Judit Naughton

024 7633 4210

Allesley Community of
Reconciliation
Allesley Cricket Club

Don Lindon

024 7640 2680

Bob Tomlinson

077 7844 4559

Allesley Festival

Carol Knee

024 7640 4653

Allesley Flower Arrangers

Jackie Ellison

024 7640 3152

Allesley Parish
Council

Cllr. L. Swann
Jane Chatterton

clerk.allesleypc@outlook.
com

Elizabeth Draper

024 7640 2030

Chairman
Clerk

Allesley Reading Group
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Allesley Village Hall Bookings

Elaine Lenton

024 7640 3312

Allesley Village Surgery

163, Birmingham Road

024 7640 2332

Age Concern Friendship Group

Lesley Grove

024 7640 2067

Beavers

Darren Male

079 6887 1859

Bereavement Care Group

Barbara Green

024 7659 6263

Bull and Butcher Coffee Morning

Sandy

075 9005 6169

Celtica Irish Dancing School

Maggie Gallagher

079 5029 1350

Church of Jerusalem

Len mdue4sho@googlemail.com

Coventry Archaeological Society

Louise Dodd www.covarch.co.uk

covarchweb@yahoo.co.uk

Crimestoppers

crimestoppers-uk.org

0800 555 111

Dogs Flyball

sadehampson@gmail.com

077 9068 0943

Flytipping/Potholes (to Report)

coventrydirect@coventry.gov.uk 0500 834 333

Girl’s Brigade

Jacquie Kettell

077 3225 9327

Melody Makers

Pauline Sutherland

024 7641 1850

Mites and Minders Toddler Group

Lesley Borrell

079 5408 0575

allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Children & Families Leader

Pilates (Monday)

Lisa Reid

079 9942 5526

Pilates (Scout Hut)

Sam Blythe

078 1486 9818

Police (Non-Emergency)

Ask for Neighbourhood Team -

101 x 831 6300

Police. Bablake and Sherbourne
Neighbourhood Policing Team
earlsdon@westmidlands.pnn.police.uk

twitter.com/@coventrypolice
facebook.com/coventrypolice
Youtube.com/westmidlandspoli
ce

In case of
Emergency
always dial
999

Public Enforcement Team- Noise

Office hours 0500 834 333

024 7683 2222 w/e

56th Rainbow Guides

Donna Roberts

079 2201 2130

Rummikub

Mavis Jeffery

024 7640 3797

Saints Drama Society

Pam Barnes

024 7640 2309

Scout Group
1st Coventry (Allesley Village)

Darren Male
gsl1stcoventry@gmail.com

079 6887 1859

Shaolin Kung Fu & Kick Boxing

Asa Darlaston

079 0021 0849

Slimming World

Rebecca Taylor

077 3307 6778
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“A Laden Timber Wagon” Watercolour (before 1822) © Herbert Art Gallery & Museum
Rev. William Bree 1754 - 1822, the third Bree Rector of Allesley

Memorial Ring made to commemorate the death of the Rev William Bree in 1822 © Mike Mead-Briggs
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Jack Pendred & Libby Carter
Luke Drinkwater & Haley Shaw

19 September 2020
27 September 2020
.

Barbara Wild
Dorothy Stubbs
Yvonne Turner
Ena Edge
Chris Cooke
Patricia Liggins

90
99
79
99
79
76

03 July 2020
09 July 2020
28 October 2020
31 October 2020
07 November 2020
14 November 2020

On behalf of the Residents of Allesley Parish and the Members of All Saints Church, I
would like to say THANK YOU for all you have done, in editing the Parish Magazine, in
contributing so many articles and getting the printing and distribution organized.
You've done a great job! Thank you for your dedication.
It has been good to have contributions from so many different people, I hope they will
continue to offer their support to Candi when she takes over from you in the New Year
and I hope new people will contribute too.
When I deliver the Magazine to households I am delighted by the positive comments I
receive.
Amanda, you have done a great job! Thank you.

As with everything else, bell ringing at All Saints’ has been disrupted by Covid
restrictions. However the ringers have rung a, socially distanced, four bells for
the 10.00 am online service, whenever Government guidelines have permitted.
We look forward to resuming, Covid secure and eventually, normal ringing as
soon as that becomes possible.

All Saints Mainly Music

All Saints Mites and Minders

on Saturday Mornings from 10-10.45 am
on ZOOM

At the moment we are still unable to
restart our Wednesday morning group for
babies, pre-school children and their
parents/ guardians /carers.

ALL ONLINE SESSIONS ARE FREE

Our key workers commemorated on the wings of
the Allesley Angel

