
Evening Prayer Sunday 18th 

July 6pm 

Welcome 

Preparation 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God, creator of day 
and night; to you be praise and glory for 
ever. As darkness falls you renew your 
promise to reveal among us the light of 
your presence. Be the light of Christ, your 
living Word, dispel the darkness of our 
hearts that we may walk as children of 
light and sing your praise throughout the 
world. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
That this evening may be holy, good and 
peaceful, let us pray to the Lord with one 
heart and mind. 
 
Silence. 
 
As our evening prayer rises before you, O 
God, so may your mercy come down upon 
us to cleanse our hearts and set us free to 
sing your praise now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 73 
In the Lord God have I made my refuge. 
1    Truly, God is loving to Israel,  
to those who are pure in heart. 
2    Nevertheless, my feet were almost 
gone;  
my steps had well-nigh slipped. 
3    For I was envious of the proud;   
I saw the wicked in such prosperity; 
4    For they suffer no pains   
and their bodies are sleek and sound; 
5    They come to no misfortune like 
other folk;   

nor are they plagued as others are; 
6    Therefore pride is their necklace   
and violence wraps them like a cloak. 
7    Their iniquity comes from within;   
the conceits of their hearts overflow.  
8    They scoff, and speak only of evil;   
they talk of oppression from on high. 
9    They set their mouth against the 
heavens,   
and their tongue ranges round the earth; 
10  And so the people turn to them   
and find in them no fault. 
11  They say, ‘How should God know?   
Is there knowledge in the Most High?’ 
12  Behold, these are the wicked;   
ever at ease, they increase their wealth. 
13  Is it in vain that I cleansed my heart   
and washed my hands in innocence? 
14  All day long have I been stricken   
and chastened every morning. 
15  If I had said, ‘I will speak as they do,’   
I should have betrayed the generation of 
your children.  
16  Then thought I to understand this,   
but it was too hard for me, 
17  Until I entered the sanctuary of God   
and understood the end of the wicked: 
18  How you set them in slippery 
places;   
you cast them down to destruction. 
19  How suddenly do they come to 
destruction,   
perish and come to a fearful end! 
20  As with a dream when one awakes,   
so, Lord, when you arise you will 
despise their image. 
21  When my heart became embittered   
and I was pierced to the quick, 
22  I was but foolish and ignorant;   
I was like a brute beast in your 
presence.  
23  Yet I am always with you;   
you hold me by my right hand. 
24  You will guide me with your 
counsel   
and afterwards receive me with glory. 
25  Whom have I in heaven but you?   



And there is nothing upon earth that I 
desire 
in comparison with you. 
26  Though my flesh and my heart fail 
me,   
God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion for ever. 
27  Truly, those who forsake you will 
perish;   
you will put to silence the faithless who 
betray you. 
28  But it is good for me to draw near to 
God;   
in the Lord God have I made my refuge, 
that I may tell of all your works. 
 
In the Lord God have I made my refuge. 
 
Holy God, may we find wisdom in your 
presence and set our hope not on 
uncertain riches but on the love that 
holds us to the end; in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning 

is now and shall be for ever. Amen.  

 

Hebrews 2: 5-18 from the Message Bible 

God didn’t put angels in charge of this 
business of salvation that we’re dealing 
with here. It says in Scripture, 

What is man and woman that you bother 
with them; 
    why take a second look their way? 
You made them not quite as high as 
angels, 
    bright with Eden’s dawn light; 
Then you put them in charge 
    of your entire handcrafted world. 

When God put them in charge of 
everything, nothing was excluded. But we 
don’t see it yet, don’t see everything 
under human jurisdiction. What we do see 

is Jesus, made “not quite as high as 
angels,” and then, through the experience 
of death, crowned so much higher than 
any angel, with a glory “bright with Eden’s 
dawn light.” In that death, by God’s grace, 
he fully experienced death in every 
person’s place. 

It makes good sense that the God who got 
everything started and keeps everything 
going now completes the work by making 
the Salvation Pioneer perfect through 
suffering as he leads all these people to 
glory. Since the One who saves and those 
who are saved have a common origin, 
Jesus doesn’t hesitate to treat them as 
family, saying, 

I’ll tell my good friends, my brothers and 
sisters, all I know about you; I’ll join them 
in worship and praise to you.” 

Again, he puts himself in the same family 
circle when he says, “Even I live by placing 
my trust in God.” 

And yet again, “I’m here with the children 
God gave me.” 

Since the children are made of flesh and 
blood, it’s logical that the Saviour took on 
flesh and blood in order to rescue them by 
his death. By embracing death, taking it 
into himself, he destroyed the Devil’s hold 
on death and freed all who cower through 
life, scared to death of death. 

It’s obvious, of course, that he didn’t go to 
all this trouble for angels. It was for 
people like us, children of Abraham. That’s 
why he had to enter into every detail of 
human life. Then, when he came before 
God as high priest to get rid of the 
people’s sins, he would have already 
experienced it all himself—all the pain, all 
the testing—and would be able to help 
where help was needed. 



Luke 10:38-end 

Now as they went on their way, he entered 

a certain village, where a woman named 

Martha welcomed him into her home.  She 

had a sister named Mary, who sat at the 

Lord’s feet and listened to what he was 

saying. But Martha was distracted by her 

many tasks; so she came to him and 

asked, “Lord, do you not care that my 

sister has left me to do all the work by 

myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the 

Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you 

are worried and distracted by many 

things; there is need of only one 

thing. Mary has chosen the better part, 

which will not be taken away from her.” 

Music 
 
Sermon 
 
Responsory 
 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; the 
Lord is the strength of my life. 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; the 
Lord is the strength of my life. 
The light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
The Lord is the strength of my life. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit. 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; the 
Lord is the strength of my life. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Lord of all power and might, the author 
and giver of all good things; graft in our 
hearts the love of your name, increase in 
us true religion, nourish us with all 
goodness, and of your great mercy keep 
us in the same; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Believing the promises of God, as our 
Saviour taught us, so we pray; 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Conclusion 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 


