
Sunday 31st January: Candlemas and Racial Justice 

Online Service (Lizzy lead and preach) 

Welcome and Opening Prayer  

 

We believe that the universe was created by a loving God who chose to become a human being in 

Jesus Christ, who has redeemed the world and sent the Holy Spirit to enable us to love one another 

with God's love. All human beings are equally children of God and loved by God. Since none is 

outside the love of God, none should be outside our love either. 

We believe that the diversity of the human race was no mistake on God's part. God 
deliberately created variety within the human family and wants us to take as much delight 
in that variety as God does. 
 
But racism persists in Britain and Ireland. At its most obvious and brutal, it takes the form of 
physical attacks, which sometimes end in murder. But it takes many other forms as well, like 
discrimination within the police force, popular prejudice against Travellers or people seeking 
asylum, or reluctance to accept people of a different ethnic or cultural group as neighbours. 
Even within churches, people can face discrimination and unkindness because they are 
different from the majority in a particular community. 
  
As long as this continues, we believe that it is important to make time to give thanks for our 
diversity a swnd to pray for God's help in overcoming our prejudices and the injustices that 
reflect and reinforce them. 

God-who-disrupts-our-neat-boundaries, you whose truth is larger than we are by your 

presence and through your Spirit enlarge our minds and hearts so that we may seek truth, 

catch a glimpse of truth, hear truth, learn truth, tell truth, live truth – your truth of the way 

of full life for all. Amen. 

Song 

WATER YOU TURNED into wine 
Opened the eyes of the blind 
There’s no one like You 
None like You  
Into the darkness You shine 
Out of the ashes we rise 
There’s no one like You 
None like You   
 
Our God is greater 
Our God is stronger 
God, You are higher than any other  
Our God is healer  
Awesome in power 
Our God, our God  

Into the darkness You shine 
Out of the ashes we rise 
There’s no one like You 
None like You   
 
Chorus 
 
And if our God is for us 
Then who could ever stop us 
And if our God is with us 
Then what could stand against  
 
Chorus 
 
Chris Tomlin © 2010 Thankyou Music  

 



Song 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD, 

You stepped down into darkness, 
Opened my eyes, let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore You, 
Hope of a life spent with You. 
 
So here I am to worship, 
Here I am to bow down, 
Here I am to say that You’re my God; 
And You’re altogether lovely, 
Altogether worthy, 
Altogether wonderful to me. 
King of all days, 
Oh so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above; 
Humbly You came 
To the earth You created, 
All for love’s sake became poor. 
And I’ll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross. 
 
(Repeat) 
 

Tim Hughes © 2000 Thankyou Music  

 

 

 

Bible Reading: Luke 2: 22-40  

Sermon (include confession) 

- Hope for the future, don’t have to wait for it, it is right now 

- How do you really treat other people? 

Song 

Come out of sadness  

  from wherever you've been 

Come, brokenhearted let rescue begin 

Come find your mercy, O sinner, come 

kneel 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 

 

Lay down your burdens 

Lay down your shame 

All who are broken 

Lift up your face 

  O wanderer, come  home 

You're not too far 

So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart 

Come as you are 

 

There's hope for the hopeless 

And all those who've strayed 

Come sit at the table 

Come taste the grace 

There's rest for the  weary 

Rest that endures 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure 

 

Come as you are 

Come as you are 

Fall in His arms 

Come as you are 

 

Chorus 

 

There's joy for the morning 

O sinner, be still 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 

 
Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher



Prayers of Intercession 

Music and images lead us in our own prayers.  

Litany of reconciliation 

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God 

The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class.  

Father, forgive 

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own.  

Father, forgive 

The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth.  

Father, forgive 

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others.  

Father, forgive 

Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee. 

 Father, forgive  

The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children.  

Father, forgive 

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God. Father, forgive 

Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you 

Action and Response 

- Get informed (reading) 

- Get involved (social action) 

- Get inspired (prayer) 

Song 

Father of creation, unfold your sovereign plan 

Raise up a chosen generation 

That will march through the land 

All of creation is longing 

For your unveiling of power 

Would you release your anointing 

Oh God let this be the hour 

 

Let your glory fall in this room 

Let it go forth from here to the nations 

Let your fragrance rest in this place 

As we gather to seek your face 

 

Ruler of the nations the world has yet to see 

The full release of your promise 

The church in victory 

Turn to us Lord and touch us 

 

 

Make us strong in your might 

Overcome our weakness 

That we could stand up and fight 

 

Chorus 

 

Let your kingdom come 

Let your will be done 

Let us see on earth 

The glory of your son 

 

Chorus 

 

David Ruis. © 1993 Mercy/Vineyard 

Publishing 

 

 

Notices 



Blessing and Dismissal 

May the wine of God's reckless extravagant love continue flow into and out of the cracked 

and dusty vessels of our life together 

May the love of Jesus inhabit our hearts with the oil of gladness, producing in us glad and 

believing hearts that our joy may be contagious, and others may join in the Spirit’s dance  

May the breath of the Holy Spirit inspire our lives so that our actions may reflect your purpose 

of goodness as the fruits your Spirit take root, flourish and grow in us.  

 


