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Sunday 20th December. 

2 Peter 3:18 “grow in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both 

now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” 

God calls us to grow in grace and knowledge of Christ. 

Grace is about kindness and mercy and this is to go 

alongside growing in knowledge, rather than it being 

about knowledge that is simply gaining information. We 

are called to grow in our hearts and our minds and let 

that growth lead us into worship. 

Lord Jesus, we want to know you and become like you. As 

we prepare to receive you again this Christmas, help us to 

grow to be full of grace like you and to bring you glory. 

Amen. 

Take some time today to read some passages of Scripture 

that tell us what Jesus is like, maybe some Christmas 

readings and see what God might want to be saying to 

you through those words 

Personal Notes 

Action 

Reminders for January and Actions to take in the New Year 



From the Rector 

Well, Christmas Eve already, and we’ve reached the end of this part 

of our journey together. Throughout Advent we have taken time to focus 

on our own discipleship as followers, learners, people called to action and 

people called to growth. It is my hope and prayer that throughout this 

month you will have discovered more of God, more of yourself and more of 

your call to serve in the world. It would be wonderful if you are willing and 

able to share your Advent stories with us. We would love to draw together 

some of these stories of encounters with God, answered prayer, fresh in-

sights and spiritual growth to share with the wider church and community, 

so if there is something you want to share please contact me.  

In January we will be undertaking a survey which will give opportuni-

ty for you to share your views, aspirations and insights on church life and as 

part of that we will be inviting feedback about these reflections and the 

other activities we have shared throughout Advent so please hold onto any 

thoughts you have had ready to share in January. To help you remember 

you might like to make a note them on the next page together with any  

actions you feel God is asking you to do in 2021 

May God bless you this season as you continue in discipleship. May 

you discover afresh the joys and delights of a relationship with the One who 

took on flesh and comes to us in the gentleness and humility of a child. May 

the good work Christ has been doing in you continue and flourish. 

 

Blessings,  

 

Rev Lizzy Holland 

Action 

Monday 21th December 
 

Luke 8:15 “But as for that in the good soil, these are the 

ones who, when they hear the word, hold it fast in an 

honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient en-

durance” 

Growth can happen unexpectedly, but often growth is a 

slow process where somebody is tending to the growth 

regularly. When we grow plants we take care of their 

needs and support their growth. Is there somebody who 

is supporting your growth? What signs of reassurance 

are around you that might help you to endure? 

Lord Jesus, plant me in good soil where I can grow well 

as a disciple. Help me to be a disciple who cares for the 

growth of others as well as paying attention to my own 

growth. Amen. 

Take a moment today to pray for the Holy Spirit to fill 

you so that you might be encouraged in growth and re-

assured 
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Action 

Tuesday 22nd December 
 

Colossians 2:6-7 “As you therefore have received Christ 

Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted 

and built up in him and established in the faith, just as 

you were taught, abounding in thankfulness” 

What does it mean to be built up in Christ? Perhaps the 

image of growing like green beans is helpful. Green 

beans are beautiful plants which bear great fruit but 

they need a structure to grow around in order to 

flourish. What structures help you to grow and flourish 

in faith? Perhaps practicing thankfulness might support 

you through the ups and downs of life. 

Lord Jesus, thank you for coming into our world and 

into our lives. Help us to grow in thankfulness this 

season and to practice gratitude. Amen 

Enjoy time today to create a simple list of things to be 

thankful for. 
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Action 

Wednesday 23rd December 
 

Luke 2:40 “The child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him” 

Perhaps the favour of God was on Jesus because he was 

doing exactly what God was calling him to do; grow in 

wisdom. Even Jesus grew and was called to grow and so 

are we. Christ didn’t come into the world as a fully 

grown adult, but instead entered as a child, growing 

physically, emotionally and spiritually, and so following 

his example we too are called to grow. What is God call-

ing you to grow in? 

Lord Jesus, as we come to the final days before Christ-

mas we thank you for your coming into the world. Thank 

you for coming as a child and growing, and setting an 

example for us to grow as well. Help us to not beat our-

selves up about how far we have to go, and instead to be 

grateful that you are calling us to grow and journey with 

us through that. Amen 

 

Simply pray today that you would hear God’s calling  
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