2

around the turn of the 20th century
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I should have sensed that things were
going to be less than straightforward! It
was March 19th 2020 and we were
enjoying a couple of days away savouring the ‘calm before the storm’
that occurs when I have finalised the
magazine copy, sent it off to the printer
and am awaiting delivery of all the
copies.
I was blissfully unaware that I had, at
some point, received an internet signal
on my mobile - a rare occurrence in the
middle of the Yorkshire Moors! When I
happened to look, I found several
frantic messages from our lovely
printer, wanting to deliver the
magazines to our house that very
afternoon. I think he perhaps sensed
an impending urgency in the air and
wanted to get his jobs completed. “Oh
no,” I thought, “magazine emergency
and I’m far from home, in the middle of
nowhere, with no phone connection,
no internet (how did we use to
manage?) how can I stop him?”
The lovely people at the little cafe,
where we were just enjoying a pot of
tea, kindly shared their secret
password with me and allowed a reply
to be sent. “Sorry James - I’m in
Yorkshire - come tomorrow when I’ll be
home!” That fortunately arrived in time
to save him a wasted journey or indeed
us the horror of arriving home to be
greeted by dozens of rain-soaked
boxes of magazines on the doorstep!
The Easter issue did arrive the next day
and working particularly rapidly I
managed to get them sorted, delivered
and my round distributed before

lockdown happened the following
Tuesday. Well done to all our
wonderful magazine volunteers who
managed to beat the deadline too.
However, things became a little more
exciting than usual, when several
batches of magazines became
incarcerated in the church, where they
had to remain, self isolating, until the
easing of restrictions allowed their
release.
I offer particular thanks to those who
did that bit extra at this point, to ensure
that the second distribution wave was
successfully accomplished by midMay. Apologies if your copy arrived a
little late but there were exceptional
circumstances!
We are now all learning to live with the
‘new normal’. Many thanks to our
lovely printers, contributors and
distributors for keeping the Parish
Magazine going as usual!
May I remind you that I will be stepping
down from my job after the next,
(Christmas 2020), issue. It has been a
pleasure to be your Editor but it is now
time for someone with fresh ideas to
take over. I know
someone is out
there in Allesley, just waiting to take our
Parish Magazine forward into the ‘new
normal’ and beyond. The magazine is
universally
welcomed
by
our
readership, so the Editor’s job is very
satisfying - not usually full of the drama
we had at Easter!
Please do not hesitate to give me a ring
to find out more about what is involved.
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Every Sunday

For current worship
services see page 34 or

All Saints Church

www.allesley-church.org.uk

Every Sunday 09.30 - 11.30 am Dogs Flyball

Scout Hut

Every Sunday

Scout Hut

12.00 - 4.00 pm Church of Jerusalem

Every Monday

7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics

Village Hall

Every Monday 09.30 - 11.00 am Slimming World

Scout Hut

Every Monday 12.30 - 13.30 am Pilates

Scout Hut

Every Monday

Scout Hut

5.30 - 6.45 pm Beaver Scouts
7.00 - 8.30 pm Cub Scouts

3rd Monday (winter)

7.30 pm Coventry Beekeepers

Church Hall

Every Tuesday

7.30 pm Melody Makers

Church Hall

Every Tuesday

7.30 - 9.00 pm Bell Ringing Practice

Every Tuesday

5.15 pm Brownies

Every Tuesday

Village Hall

5.00 - 5.30 pm Ltl. Dragons Kung Fu 3-6yr Scout Hut
5.30 - 6.00 pm Freestyle Kung Fu 7-10 yrs
6.00 - 6.30 pm Kick Boxing 8 years - adult

First Tuesday

11.00 am Coffee Morning

First Tuesday morning & other
times - please check at Cafe
1st Wednesday
Wednesday

Church Bell Tower

Bull and Butcher

Cuppa with a Copper
or a Councillor

1.45 pm Afternoon WI

Village Hall

10.00 - 11.30 am Allesley Country Market

Wed. Term Time 9.30 - 11.0 am Mites and Minders
Every Wednesday 4.30 -7.15 pm Irish Dancing

Good Honest Food
Company Cafe

Village Hall
Church Hall

4-16 years Scout Hut

Every Wednesday 7.30 -8.30 pm Pilates

Scout Hut

1st Thursday

Church Hall

10.30 am Allesley Friendship Group

Every Thursday

7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics

Village Hall

Every Thursday

3.00 pm Allesley Reading Group

Church Hall

Every Thursday

7.00 pm Allesley Flower Arrangers

Jaguar Social Club

Every Thursday

7.00 - 9.00 pm Scouts

Scout Hut
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Every Friday

10.30 am Bereavement Care Group

Church Hall

Every Friday

5.30 - 6.30 pm 56th Rainbow Guides

Scout Hut

Fridays
In Term Time

6.15 - 7.45 pm Girls’ Brigade
7.45 - 9.15 pm

Queens Road Baptist
Church

Every Saturday

9.00 - 1.00 pm Available for hire to clubs

5 -14 yrs
14+ yrs

Scout Hut

Saturday in Term Time 9.30 am Mainly Music

Church Hall

Saturday pm &
Sundays

Available for children’s
Party Hire

Scout Hut

Various exercise classes held
throughout the week

See Old School Fitness
noticeboard for details

Old School, 103a,
Birmingham Road

is published three times a year. It is printed on part-recycled paper and over
3,800 copies of each issue are delivered free to all homes in Allesley Parish.
This and all past copies can be viewed in full colour
on www.allesley-church.org.uk
Menu - Church Life - Parish Magazine

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial team.
The editors cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information submitted
for publication or the quality of the services offered by our advertisers.
With thanks to Norman Slater for his proof reading skills
Your views, comments and contributions are always welcome
Editorial Team:
Amanda Slater 024 7664 0019 pikerslanefarm@btopenworld.com
Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

Colour per Issue: Whole Page £90
Black & White per Issue: Whole Page £60 Half Page £30 Quarter Page £15
Contact Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

To all our volunteer magazine distributors
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John Cecil Lancaster was born in
1875, the eldest of the five children of
Robert and Euphemia Lancaster.
Robert, his father, was a lawyer, born
in Wigan, Lancashire who in about
1879 had brought his family to live at
‘The Elms’, close within the sound of
Allesley bells. His mother, Euphemia
Margaret Lindsay McNaught, was
born in Glasgow, Scotland and
married Robert in 1873 in Wolston.
John’s grandfather, also John, an
engineer, had been MP for Wigan from
1868-74.
Robert Lancaster died at Allesley in
1882, at the young age of 38, leaving
his widow Euphemia and young family
living at ‘The Elms’.

John Cecil was educated at
Stubbington House, Fareham and
Trinity College, Cambridge. He
obtained a commission in the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment in 1899 and
went out to South Africa in early 1900
with the 6th (Militia) Battalion, serving
with them for fifteen months.
His return to Allesley in early June
1901 was greeted with great
celebration, not only by his family, but
the entire village.

An evening of great
celebration and speech making
ensued. In reply to the toast Lieut.
Lancaster said he had been only too
proud to have had the opportunity of
serving his Sovereign and his country.
Euphemia, as a thank offering for the
safe return of her son from South
Africa, presented to Allesley church a
new tenor bell and had the whole peal
overhauled and re-hung on a modern
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system. The necessary re-casting of
the old 3rd bell was made possible by
a gift from Mrs. Bree. Archdeacon
Bree performed the dedication
ceremony on November 24th 1901.

Tenor Bell
1901
12 - -0 - 0.
J. Taylor & Co Loughborough.
+ I HOPE IN GOD +
EUPHEMIA M. L. LANCASTER GAVE ME
W. BREE DD RECTOR
A. KIRBY )
T. WRIGHT) CH. WARDENS 1901

However Euphemia’s relief at the safe
return of her son was short-lived with
the onset of WWI. John had reached
the rank of Major, Commander of the
1st Battalion Royal Warwickshire
Regiment whilst her other son James
was by then serving as Captain, 3rd
Battalion, Monmouthshire Regiment.
Both saw a great deal of fighting on
the Western Front and the brothers
were with their respective regiments in

the same action at Ypres on the 8th
May 1915 when the unthinkable
happened. Both John and James
were killed on the same day.
John’s body was recovered but, it
seems, not at first identified, as it was
planned that his name should appear
amongst those with no known grave
on the Menin Gate Memorial. However
he was traced and now lies beneath a
headstone bearing his name and the
words
in Oosttaverne Wood
Cemetery in Belgium. James was
never found, his only commemoration
being his name engraved on the
Menin Gate Memorial.
Both the brothers are remembered on
Allesley Church and Village Hall War
Memorials. But maybe the greater
tribute is in the tenor bell, given by
their mother in much happier times.
Perhaps this is really their lasting
memorial.

11
Euphemia’s elder daughters,
Euphemia
and
Beatrice
continued to live at the Elms,
although by 1911 Euphemia
and her youngest daughter,
Maud, were living in Folkestone.
The two sick nurses employed
in the household, suggest the
move had been for health
reasons. Maud, died in 1920,
just five years after her brothers.
However Allesley and its bells, it
seems, remained very dear to
the family.
surviving daughters presented the
Euphemia died at Broadstone, Dorset new treble bell in memory of their
on June 5th 1922 and was brought mother.
back to Allesley to be buried with her
husband Robert and their youngest
daughter, Maud, in All Saints’
churchyard.
Allesley bells were augmented to a full
octave in 1947, when Euphemia’s

Treble
1946
3 - 0 - 23
J. Taylor & Co Loughborough
COURAGE SANS PEUR
BEATRICE LINDSAY WILCOX
AND
EUPHEMIA MARGARET LANCASTER
GAVE ME IN 1946
IN MEMORY OF THEIR MOTHER
EUPHEMIA MARGARET LINDSAY
LANCASTER
WHO GAVE THE TENOR BELL IN
1901
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The team have been cracking on this
winter delivering more Natural Flood
Management interventions. Leaky
barriers have been installed at
Slashpitts Farm and these were tested
out by both Storm Ciara and Dennis!
It was great to see these relatively
simple structures working to hold
back and slow down the water.
What is also fascinating and a
wonderful benefit of these leaky
barriers is the new habitat that is
formed for wildlife. The dead wood will
provide shelter for invertebrates such
as beetles whilst the scouring effect of
the water during high flow uncovers
gravels and creates mini pools. These
in turn are excellent for fish such as
sticklebacks. Where water is slowed
against the barriers this also allows silt
to settle creating further habitat variety.

The heavy rain fall meant that we
could also review the barriers in Elkin
Wood and whilst these were holding
water, we felt that they could work
harder so reworked some of these.
Current efforts are focussing on
introducing more vegetation to the
river catchment. Specifically, through
hedgerow and tree planting, we will be
adding deep rooting plants that
improve soil infiltration whilst also
absorbing water. The leaves and
branches of the trees and hedgerows
can also hold a great deal of rain fall
slowing its passage into water courses
and the sites of flooding. A single tree
can hold over 4,000 litres of water
during a rain shower! If anyone knows
of any corners of fields or hedgerow
gaps that we could plant into we’d
love to know more.
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Over the next few months we will
continue to get out and meet more
landowners who hopefully can host
some water slowing NFM features. We
are deliberately working from the
upper catchment down as by slowing
water at the top of the hill it allows
water closer to Allesley to get away
and create more capacity to receive
more.
As always, to keep in touch with the
project, take a look at the webpage or
even go and take a look at the work

that is viewed from rights of way at
Elkin Wood and Slashpitts Farm.
To find out more or to get involved
contact:
The Wildlife Trust’s Wetland Officer
Nick Martin –
nick.martin@wkwt.org.uk or
07810 863177
Visit the project page at

Like every other event, Fillongley
Show was cancelled this summer,
leaving a lot of people without the
chance to show off their horse, dog,
dahlias or Victoria sandwich. As a way
of giving everyone a chance to at least
share their photographs with us and
the rest of the Fillongley Agricultural
Society community, we decided to
hold a horse show and a garden/plant
show – virtually!
After the success of these, we have
decided to hold two more FREE to
enter, just-for-fun (and rosettes for
winners) competitions in the coming
months. The first will be for PUMPKIN
CARVING – adults and children - in
October and then a CREATE A
WREATH (Winter or Christmas)
competition in late November. Links
showing ‘how to do it’ will be given on
our website and Facebook page for
those who need help, together with all

classes, with the Pumpkin details
available from mid October.
All details will be available on both our
Facebook page Fillongley Show Est
1919, our website fillongleyshow.org.uk
and our show secretary is available to
help on 079 2823 1460.
Winners will be listed in the Christmas
edition of the Parish Magazine
together with information on any
further competitions to be held next
year. We look forward to seeing your
entries!

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/SherbourneFRM
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It is the synchronicity of breathing that
I miss the most. The simultaneous
oscillation of the air with each note
voiced together with your fellow
choristers. The sublime magic of
singing in a choir - when everyone
concentrates very hard and listens
very intently, achieving a total unity, all
wondrously held in the hands of the
conductor - is one of the most life
affirming experiences. A spine tingling
exhilaration, that every choral singer is
very privileged to have felt. It takes
concentration, self-awareness, effort,
control, co-operation and above all,
practice. There is nothing else like it,
there is no substitute.
That is what lock-down has taken from
me. Who would have thought that
singing could be so dangerous! For
one of the very few times in my life I am
unable to sing with a choir.
I am bereft.
Recently several really top flight,
professional groups have managed to
produce some amazing, virtual
performances in self isolation, through
the wonders of technology. The end
results have been impressive from the
audience point of view but I am sure
the singers have felt very alone whilst
recording.
Finding myself in a ‘no access to choir’
scenario, I thought I would see if there
was anything online that I could join.
Eric Whitacre is an American choral
conductor and composer, whose work
I much admire. I have been lucky
enough to perform some of his pieces
and also sung under his baton, along

with 6,000 others, in the Royal Albert
Hall. Eric has been running virtual
choirs for over ten years, so he really
has the process completely mastered.
I searched and found that, yes, current
circumstances had prompted him to
compose a piece for chorus - a
reflection for our times. He was about
to launch Virtual Choir 6.
I signed up.
It proved to be one of lockdown’s
more enjoyable experiences. I learnt
my part by singing to my computer in
the spare room. The rehearsal tracks
were so beautifully produced that, in
the bubble of my headphones, I felt
almost as if I was singing with
someone else. There was a lot of
distracting technology to master of
course. Filming myself. Trying to look
at the camera, my music and the video
of Eric conducting on my phone at the
same time - without wearing my
glasses, (they just produced an
alarming blue glare where my eyes
should have been)! I had to achieve all
this whilst listening intently to the voice
in my headset, concentrating on
keeping absolutely in tune and
endeavouring to look relaxed at the
same time. It took a number of
attempts! In the end I decided that my
face, when it appears in the final film,
will be so small, amongst the choir of
17,572 singers, that no one will notice
if I am looking a bit anxious!
You may watch our performance of
Eric Whitacre’s, ‘Sing Gently’ at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InULYfJHI0
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On March 23, 2020, Boris Johnson
placed the country under curfew, as he
introduced extreme measures to curb
the spread of COVID-19.
So what exactly is a curfew, where did
the idea come from?
The word derives from the Old French,
covrefeu, “to put out fires”, from covrir
“to cover” + feu “fire”. It originated in an
age when unattended fires were a
constant threat to our towns and
villages, comprising, as they mostly did,
of tightly packed, timber framed
buildings. We all remember the Great
Fire of London!
Later the word came to signify an order
establishing a specific time after which
certain regulations applied. This was
usually in times of war, when
unauthorized groups of people were
banned from being outdoors and places
of public assembly were to be closed.
The signal was commonly made by the
ringing of a church bell.
All Saints’ Allesley had maintained the
tradition of ringing the curfew for a good
500 years, only lapsing with the
commencement of the First World War.
So quaint and interesting was Allesley’s
“custom of tolling the curfew bell every
night at eight o’clock”, that it was
reported in the Coventry Evening
Telegraph in August 1900. Good for
Allesley for keeping it going - but not
very relevant for today, surely? So was it

some sort of premonition, channelled
through the mysterious inheritance of
the campanologist’s art, that caused the
ringers to decide, in 2017, to reinstate
the ringing of the curfew bell? That
summer we installed an electric chiming
system for the tower clock and as a nod
to tradition added the sounding of the
curfew at 8.00 pm – on the very same
bell that had tolled out that signal for
Allesley since 1708. Then a ringer used
to ascend the tower every evening to
mark the time - now it is done
electrically, on a timer. In 2017 we had
to explain to visitors what it was all
about. Now we are all only too aware of
the realities of a lockdown.
I guess the weary plowman, being a key
worker, unable to operate from home,
would still be allowed to go out to
cultivate his field and help stock our
supermarket shelves. But as for the rest
of us? Well, we have learned that curfew
means that doing the ironing can feel
like the highlight of the day and that
managing to get an online food delivery
slot is like winning the lottery! At least we
are allowed the use of electricity and
possibly the naked flame should we so
wish.
But one thing is for sure. Allesley has
known the curfew before. We maybe did
not expect to see it again but we got
through it last time – we will get through
it this.
So when the 8.0 o’clock bell sounds,
perhaps we could make it Allesley’s
moment to remember the debt we owe
to our wonderful NHS staff and all key
workers.
Keep Safe!
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Allesley Parish Council has continued
to function in a virtual world since
February. We have a few projects
ongoing on which we would welcome
your comments.
We are still looking for hosts for CCTV
equipment in our attempts to reduce
rural crime and fly tipping within the
parish. If you have a property with a
good view of the road and live within
the parish please contact me to
register your interest.
Over the past few years there have
been many complaints about the
council verge mowing within the
parish, the verges and junctions not
being cut when necessary for road
safety and then being cut at times
which are damaging to wildflowers
and the pollinators they support. The
Parish Council has proposed to take
control of the verge mowing, using a
local contractor to enable us to be
more responsive to the local
requirements rather than fitting in with
the council's mowing schedule. The

annual cost of approximately £3.50
per household we consider to be
good value for parishioners, but we
would welcome your views.
We have been looking into the issues
on Clay Lane and Watery Lane. This
has been a hot spot for fly tipping for
some time now, but there have also
been several complaints from walkers
about the dangerous speed of cyclists
through the narrow section. We are
now consulting on a proposal to close
off this section to traffic, in such a way
that cyclists would have to dismount
to pass the barricades. We hope that
by being a no through road the fly
tippers will be less inclined to use this
route. Again please contact the Clerk
with your thoughts.
If you wish to discuss any matter
affecting the Parish please contact the
Clerk - Clerk.Allesleypc@outlook.com
I look forward to hearing from you.
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Early on the warm sunny morning of
8th May, when getting a patch of the
back garden ready for our self
isolating VE Day anniversary tea, I
heard a distant call of “cuck - oo”. Still
rather faint, but there it was again ...
and again, no mistaking it!

I immediately phoned Allesley
neighbours, some of whom confirmed
they could also hear the Cuckoo.
I hadn’t heard a Cuckoo around this
area for many years, and wondered
whether the absence of background
traffic noise, due to Covid19 lockdown measures, made the call more
audible?
The Cuckoo has become a rare
summer visitor that is on the UK Red
List for Birds of Conservation Concern.
A strange bird in so many ways! Their
diet mostly consists of hairy
caterpillars, that would irritate our skin

if we touched them. A brood parasite,
the Cuckoo lays its eggs in other birds’
nests, so that the unwitting foster
parents rear the intruder chick that
pushes the other little occupants out
of the nest.
The female has a bubbling sort of call,
not at all like the male’s distinctive
voice. She chooses the nests of
smaller birds, especially Meadow
Pipits, Dunnocks and Reed Warblers.
Although larger, the Cuckoo’s egg will
mimic the shell pattern of the specific
host bird.
In flight the Cuckoo resembles a
Sparrow Hawk. This mimicry is
thought to scare off all smaller birds,
allowing the female enough time to
deposit its egg without being
detected. The parent Cuckoos never
see their chicks and young Cuckoos
make the perilous migration journey to
Africa on their own.
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Along the steepest part of Staircase
Lane, Allesley, between the River
Sherbourne and Church Farm, banks
of rock are exposed where the tree
lined ancient route cuts obliquely
through the sandstone outcrop. These
dark red rocks are partly covered by
green mosses, ferns and lichens, but
are easily visible.
This is listed as an important Local
Geological Site (96) by Warwickshire
Geological Conservation Group. It is a
section of the Allesley Member of the
Carboniferous Salop Formation.
New Red Sandstone is widespread
across the Coventry area and can be
seen in the construction of many older
buildings, including All Saints’ Church,
Allesley. The sandstone was formed
between 290 to 308 million years ago
during the Carboniferous Period,
when vast coal deposits were also
being created.
The sandstone rocks were created
from rivers depositing enormous

volumes of sand and gravel. The red
colour is caused by the oxidation of
iron within the deposits.
The landscape at that time would have
consisted of huge trees and giant
ferns growing in humid swamps. As
these forests decayed they formed
coal measures. The vast number of
plants gave off much higher levels of
oxygen than we have nowadays.
These
elevated
oxygen
levels
supported giant insects like the
Meganeura, an ancestor of the
dragonfly, with a wingspan of over 50
centimetres.
This was long before the age of the
dinosaurs. Amphibians were still the
dominant land animals. Some had the
appearance of super-sized newts, with
stumpy legs and large jaws. As with
present day amphibians, they needed
to lay their eggs in water and keep
their skin moist, so could not venture
too far onto dry land.
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In the Christmas 2019 Issue of the
Parish Magazine (issue 30 p. 44),
former Allesley resident, composer
Gail Randall, wrote with the news that
one of her compositions had just been
published in an Anthology of Church
Music by Women Composers.
Her piece, a setting of George
Herbert’s poem ‘The Call’ for SATB
and soprano soloist, was very well

received and has already been
performed a number of times.
In May, during lock-down, we were
delighted to hear that it had been
chosen as the anthem for a service at
Selwyn College, Cambridge. It was
most beautifully sung by the College
choir, whilst in self-isolation.
You may see their performance at Gail Randall - The Call
https://youtu.be/ZaYtfOWjak4
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The death took place at Allesley on
Saturday of Mr. Alfred Beacham.
Mr. Beacham, who was 78 years of
age, was senior partner in the wellknown Allesley firm of builders,
Messrs. Beachams. He started his
career in the building trade at Allesley
at a very early age, soon after he left
school and the business is now
carried on by his two sons, Mr. Alfred
Beacham and Mr. Herbert Beacham.
During his long association with the
trade Mr. Beacham successfully
carried through many important
contracts, including the building of a
number of churches in Warwickshire
and restoration work to the fabric of
various churches, including the spire
of Allesley Church. He built the first
houses in Eaton Road, Coventry on
the Coventry Park estate. For more

than forty years he was a chorister at
Allesley Church.
Mr. Beacham leaves a widow, two
sons and two daughters.
Three generations of the Beacham
family were present at the funeral on
Tuesday.
The service in the Parish Church was
conducted by the Rector (the Rev. R.
B. Winser), who in the course of a
short address referred to the fact that
there were four generations of the
family, which constituted a wonderful
link with the old village of Allesley. He
spoke of the late Mr. Beacham’s work
for that church, remarking that forty
years was a long spell in any man’s
life, and forty years service in one
church choir was something for which
to thank God.

All Saints’ Choir 1916
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Any Blood Test requested by your
GP or Consultant (private also) can
be taken at your home or work place

£10 with this Advert
No Waiting
No Queuing

No Parking Fee/Taxi
Urgent Bloods

No Time Lost from Work

Call
RGN/ Phlebotomist (insured)
Home 024 7640 4870
Mobile 075 3879 0488

M. J. Silvera
Painting and Decorating Services
30 Years Experience
Interior and Exterior Work
Private and Commercial
Providing Reliable, Professional Work
Local Tradesmen
024 7659 8403
Mobile 077 2942 0082
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Following the article about Hawkes family photos of Hawkes Mill Farm,
End Mill in the Easter issue, Thelma where her mother, Elsie Eden, was
has very kindly shared some treasured born on 9th September 1902.
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Michael Downing passed away
tragically on March 26th 2020.
Michael was a close friend of mine, we
had known each other for over 30
years. Better known in the village as
‘Doc Mike’, he had a long and
illustrious career in medicine and was
still practising until the day before he
died.
Mike’s formative years were spent in
the Lake District and he spent most of
his time in his school holidays
wandering the fells, where he
developed an enduring love of the
area which lasted his whole lifetime.
He visited the lakes two or three times
a year and was well known in the
hostelries in Ambleside where he
based himself.

Following prep. school Mike went on
to Lichfield Cathedral School, became
Head Chorister and developed a deep
love of classical music.
Mike then moved on to Liverpool
University where he read music. He
had an excellent tenor voice and sang
professionally whilst in Liverpool in his
20s.
After his degree Mike went into
teaching at Liverpool College where
he taught music and cricket. Notably
he taught Simon Rattle ‘O’ level
music. His pupil went on to become
conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic,
no doubt due to Michael’s excellent
tutorage! Mike joked that he did not
get
a
mention
in
Rattle’s
autobiography.
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But music didn’t stretch Mike’s mind
enough, so two years later he
changed direction and was accepted
by Birmingham University to read
medicine. But being short of funds
Mike applied for and joined the army
RAMC to fund his training, signing up
for a seven-year commission.
Part of that training was a hospital
posting at Birmingham General
Hospital where he met Marguerita,
starting a relationship that was to last
for 45 years.
In 1986 they bought the Old School
House in Allesley village where they
remained for the rest of their married
life.
Mike was always ‘up for it’ and in 1995
climbed to base camp of Mount
Everest, no mean feat for a man of 50
years. Then just after he retired as a
full time GP, he ran the London
Marathon in a very respectable 6 hrs
37 min.

Mike was a truly charismatic,
inquisitive, creative, mischievous, fun
loving, easy going gentleman, in the
old tradition, with a fund of jokes,
mainly old and some slightly risqué.
He was an interesting combination of
elder statesman and friendly young
man and he brought these to his time
as Chairman of the Allesley and
Coundon
Wedge
Conservation
Society. Over the years he contributed
several articles to the Parish
Magazine, some about his own
experiences and others on subjects
that interested him.
He was liked and admired by all who
met him and everyone enjoyed his
company. He loved his family, the
village, his home and in his words our
“beautiful Coundon Wedge”.
To me the village will be a much lesser
place without Mike in it. His tragic and
untimely death will leave us all a little
poorer but the richer to have known
him.

26

Allesley Park Community Centre, 199 Winsford Ave, Allesley Park
Coventry CV5 9NG - Tel: 024 76715432 or 76715150
Coundon Care at Allesley Park offers affordable Day Care in the local
Community for the older person
Our service is also inclusive of those clients with Dementia (Subject to assessment)
All our staff are qualified and experienced and the environment
is safe and homely
Our service reflects our clients’ needs, interests and hobbies
Afternoon entertainment is included

Monday-Wednesday and Friday
Includes a 2 course lunch and all refreshments
Transport available within a certain radius
For further details please contact Kay on 76715150 or Nina on 76715432
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Your Local Installer of UPVC
Windows
Doors
Conservatories
Fascia Boards and Guttering
Installing and Repairing Double Glazing
in the Local Area for 27 years
Our New UPVC Windows are the most up to date in
Glazing Technology
Achieving A, B or C Ratings WERS
(Window Energy Rating Scheme)
The Glass Units are designed to keep the Heat in
and the Cold out
Free Estimates No Salesmen
FENSA Registered
Tel Office 024 7659 3278
Direct Line 0795 6805244
vinnysloyan@virginmedia.com
www.rainbowwindowdesign.co.uk
64, Kingsbury Road, Coundon, Coventry CV6 1PH
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P. McFadden
Decorators
Interior and Exterior
also property repairs
Over 35 years
Experience
Tel: 02476503377
Mob:07974203229
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These
Fun,
interactive
music sessions for pre-school children
and a parent, guardian or carer to
enjoy together have moved online. But
they still provide an opportunity for
families to encounter God’s love
through Mainly Music’s core values of
Creativity, Connection, Generosity,
Celebration and Honour.
As restrictions ease we are looking
forward to the time when we can meet
together again in All Saints Church
Hall safely… but until then you are
invited to join

on
Saturday Mornings 10.00-10.45 am
on ZOOM
ALL ONLINE SESSIONS ARE FREE
The beginning of each session
encourages children to have fun
joining in music activities with their
grown up followed by a short time of
fellowship for adults while children
play in the safety of their own home.
To join or for more information contact:
Lesley Borrell, All Saints Children and
Families Leader at:
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com
on: 07954080575
Or Facebook - All Saints Mainly Music

As restrictions ease we are looking
forward to the time when we can meet
together again in All Saints’ Church
Hall safely… but unfortunately, at the
moment, we are still unable to restart
our Wednesday morning group for
babies, pre-school children and their
parents / guardians /carers.

In the meantime, if you are free on
Saturday’s at 10.00 am, do consider
giving Mainly Music Zoom a try.
For updates or for more information
please contact:
Lesley Borrell, All Saints Children and
Families Leader at:
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com
on: 07954080575 or Facebook All Saints Mites and Minders
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It was a steep learning curve:
speakers learning how to
video themselves, musicians
recording multiple parts of
songs, children jumping and
praising God, families filming
interactive stories, drama on
zoom and stitching all the
elements into one 50 minute
video.
It was a learning curve for the
many stuck at home. Learning
that we can all watch
YouTube on the telly, from the
sofa, or maybe even in the garden on
a phone, tablet or laptop. Who’d have
thought you could do these things.
The nation learned to zoom together
and then we learnt about mute!
Grandparents learnt a lot more about
WhatsApp and Facebook and even
phone calls became popular again.
Old skills like making CDs also reemerged (audio versions of the
service where required)
Here at All Saints we know that on
average 75 screens (that could be 1
person or many) are worshipping
together at 10:00 am on Sunday
morning and more watch later when
they can. We know that for some it
became the best church connections
they’d had for some time and we know
that many miss being together in the
church building.
In the future we have decided that our
main service will always be available
on-line – there are many categories of
people who will gain from this,

however we are very much looking
forward to all gathering together in the
building and filling it with people,
praise and celebration. We currently
(at time of writing) have a said service
in the building each week, open to all
within government guidelines.
If you’ve not seen a service on-line
then please do look for All Saints
Allesley on YouTube. Watching at
home you can fast forward, rewind,
pause for a comfort break or stop
watching without feeling awkward.
You don’t have to worry about dress
code (we have none btw) or being on
time or whether you want to join in
saying responses or not; you can sit,
stand or run on the spot whilst
watching.
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Hi, my name is Rev. Lizzy Holland, and
it’s my joy and pleasure to be
introducing myself as the 'soon to be'
new Rector of All Saints, Allesley. I
plan to be starting with you in October
and moving into the Rectory around
that time with my husband Mitch and
daughters Miriam (15 months) and
Lydia (3 months). I can't wait to be part
of the community in Allesley and I'm
excited for all God has in store for us
all, as we journey together.

bones and I’ve been praying for a
fresh encounter with the life-giving
breath of God for all who are part of
the Allesley community.
I’d love you to join me in that prayer
and in praying for us as a family as we
prepare for this next stage in our lives.
Be assured of our continued prayer
and listening to God’s heart for us all
in the coming months. I’m so looking
forward to us getting to know one
another and journeying together.

I’m currently on maternity leave and
have just finished my curacy, where I Many blessings, Lizzy
have served at Berkswell
Church for two years and
also a placement at the
Arden Valley Benefice at
the beginning of this year.
Before
my
call
to
Ordination I was a Children
and Families Worker in
Lichfield.
I am passionate about
prayer, mission, seeing
people flourish as they
grow in faith and good
cake! Mitch and I love
hosting people and a
house full of people with
full hearts and stomachs
brings us enormous joy.
I’ve been praying around
the parish and have felt
God prompting me with
the passage of Ezekiel’s
vision of the valley of dry
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Having a baby in the middle of a global
pandemic has stirred me to think
about life and death. My daughter was
born in the middle of April, during the
height of lockdown, and sitting holding
someone at the beginning of their life
whilst hearing about those, tragically,
at the end of theirs brought about so
many questions. As our lives changed
so dramatically in those early days of
lockdown I spent lots of time thinking
about this abundant life that Jesus

speaks of, as I really
didn’t
feel
I
was
experiencing it. This
year has seen so much
that doesn’t feel like
abundant life; from the
scorching fires across
Australia, to the horrors
of racial prejudice with
the murder of George
Floyd, to the hundreds
of thousands of people
across the world who
have suffered as a result
of Covid-19. The line
that comes before these
famous words of Jesus
say “The thief comes
only to steal and kill and
destroy” and when we
look at the newspaper
headlines it seems that
this thief is running
rampant in our world
right now.
But Jesus makes it clear that the thief
does not get the final word. This
abundant life is greater than anything
the thief can do, whether it feels that
way to us or not. If I think about it,
through this tough season there have
been profound moments of this
abundant life making itself clear. This
abundant life looks like hope,
freedom,
joy,
peace,
justice,
reconciliation and love, and I’ve seen
these things in the flesh. I’ve seen
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stories of people making miraculous
recoveries and being clapped by staff
as they walk out of hospital. I’ve
heard of neighbours reaching out to
one another and building community
in ways that haven’t happened
before. There have been cries for
justice, equality and an end to
oppression. There have been clear
skies as pollution diminished. And
there have been sleepy snuggles,
first smiles and precious memories
made. Life seems to appear in the
strangest of places, including a dark
tomb on Easter morning.
As I prepared for the interview for the
position of Rector at All Saints,
Allesley, I prayed for the community
and had an image come to me
repeatedly of a vision in the Old
Testament where a valley filled with
bones is given life and the bones
come together, have flesh put on
them
and
then
breath breathed into
them. As I prepare
to
move
and
become part of this
community
and
reflect on this gift of
abundant life, I’m
thinking about those
people
in
this
community
who
might feel they are
in the valley of dry
bones;
perhaps
those who have

found this year tough on their mental
health, those who are desperately
lonely, those who are questioning and
doubting their faith, those who are ill,
those who feel they have lost all hope.
If that is you, if you feel as though the
thief is running freely in your life right
now, I want to speak the hope of
Jesus’ abundant life over you. You are
known. You are loved.
Imagine if we worked together to bring
about as much of this abundant life as
possible.
What
a
remarkable
community we can be if we prioritise
bringing life and light wherever we go,
in the smallest of actions as well as the
bigger ones. I can’t wait to move to
Allesley, to be part of this community,
and to see the unlikely and wonderful
places where we will discover
abundant life together.
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When I wrote about change in the Easter magazine, little did I realise just
how much everything would have changed by now...
First of all, public worship services were banned, then even private prayer
could no longer take place, as all church buildings were to be closed to the
public. That was back in March, and we took a decision very quickly to
move our Sunday worship online (see separate article) which, even now, is
where you will find most of us at 10am – or later, as arriving 'on time' is not
so important. In June, private prayer in church was again allowed, but
before we had organised ourselves to do that, public worship was again to
be allowed during July, including funerals and weddings.
Opening the church building to the public hasn't been a simple undertaking
– we now have a four page Operating Procedure and a twelve page Risk
Assessment to ensure that we are operating as safely as we can do in the
middle of a pandemic. We had already decided to strongly recommend that
face coverings be worn in church, even before that became mandatory, and
you will have your temperature taken and name and phone number
recorded (for NHS Test & Trace) before you are allowed inside. You will
also be allocated to a specific seat number, all of which are clearly marked
at least 2m apart, and be required to follow social distancing rules
throughout – and sanitise your hands thoroughly. There are many parts of
the building that are now 'out of bounds', to reduce the risk of the virus
spreading. No singing is allowed, although said responses are still used.
As I write this, there is seating for a maximum number of thirty worshippers
and we have been holding a single service every Sunday since the end of
July, alternating between 8am and 6pm (for example, 27 September will be
at 6pm and 4 October at 8am). Roughly half of services are Holy
Communion, which again is a very different experience to how it used to be.
Welcome to the 'new normal' at All Saints Church...
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Like everyone else, the churchyard
tidy team has had to stop meeting this
year. However, a small, hardworking ,
dedicated team of mowers continued
to keep the churchyards neat and tidy
during the Summer by working alone
or socially distanced. The car park,
too has been swept and kept tidy.

We hope that it will not be too long
before we can all meet up again as a
group and enjoy brunch and a long
awaited catch up.

The lock-down was a good
opportunity to resurface the paths
from the car park to the church and
church hall doors and to the rectory
Thank you very much to everyone gate. This work has also provided a
who has kept on working safely during step-free access to the church porch,
lock-down so that the churchyards enabling wheelchairs to enter the
look cared for and loved.
building more easily.
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Sadly, due to the Covid 19 pandemic the Christmas Card Sale
will be taking an enforced break this year.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the wonderful people
who have supported this sale over the years and helped to make it
a great success; in particular the store holders, the WI and the
Allesley Village Hall and not forgetting all the Allesley
residents, friends and neighbours.
We hope to be back in 2021 until then take care
Romaine Wardle

The Village Hall reopened after
lockdown on the 1st August. A risk
assessment has been done, sanitiser
gel dispensers provided, a COVID
cleaning regime instituted and parts of
the Hall have been closed off. We are
beginning to see the Hall used again
within the bounds of the Government
rules on numbers, social distancing
and activities.

The future looks difficult, as so
much of what goes on involves
groups of people. However we are
confident that we can adapt and get
things going again. The Hall
finances are sound but the loss of
income will restrict our plans for
maintenance and improvements.
Our aim to replace two of the
windows in the main room has
been reviewed and we are only going
ahead with one of these.
Our volunteers have been active
looking after the garden and
maintaining the building and as
always we thank them .
Sadly it has been decided that we
cannot run the Christmas Card Sale
this year but let us hope that it will be
possible in 2021.
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The decision to cancel our May production was taken due to the uncertainty
surrounding public gatherings way back in February/March.
Sadly the situation regarding live theatre performances still remains unclear.
The current rules regarding social distancing and mask wearing in public
places make it impossible to envisage how we could adapt our facilities to
safeguard our members and our audience. We are therefore unable to plan
any plays in the foreseeable future.
As ever, we remain optimistic and positive. Bear with us and you will be the
first to know when we will be back treading the boards.
Pam Barnes
024 7640 2309
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PETE THE GARDENER
GARDENS MAINTAINED TO YOUR
SPECIFICATIONS
LAWNS CUT
BORDERS MAINTAINED
PATIOS LAID
FENCES ERECTED
DECKING
CONSERVATORIES CLEANED
GARDEN CLEARANCE

FOR A FULL PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE
TEL 07944034940

High Quality Bespoke Carpentry & Joinery
with over 30 Years’ Experience
Doors
Windows
Stairs
Bespoke Joinery
Plastering
Flooring
Fitted Wardrobes
Repairs & Renovations to
Traditional Sash Windows
General Carpentry
Call Matt to discuss your
requirements or follow us on
www.matthewjohnsonjoinery.co.uk
Email: - mattjjoinery@gmail.com
Tel:- 07929309573
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Mon - Wed 9.0am - 5.45pm
Thurs 9.0am - 6.45pm
Fri 9.0am - 5.45pm
Sat 7.0am - 2.45pm
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Apart from during the wartime ban on
bells being rung and a short period in
the 1930s when the spire was being
repaired, the bells at All Saints have
rung out week by week prior to the
Sunday services. It was something of
a shock to us when all ringing
nationally
was
stopped
under
government regulations that came
into force in March as part of their plan
to reduce the transmission of Covid19. Ringing chambers are often not
well ventilated and it is difficult to
maintain social distancing in a
relatively small space and therefore,
although saddened that we could not
ring the bells, we understood the
reasons why it was necessary to
cease.
We had hoped that restrictions would
be eased after a few weeks, but this
was not to be. Our national body, The
Central Council of Church Bellringers,
has been beavering away, discussing
with The Church of England and
Public Health England, options about
starting ringing the bells on a limited
basis. Many hours of work have gone
into this process and we are grateful to
the volunteer bellringers that put the
necessary time and effort into this
work.
Finally, in late July we got the go
ahead to ring for one service a week,
but not practices, and only under
certain conditions. From July 26th you
might have heard us ringing only four
of the bells for 15 minutes. As we are
not yet allowed to ring adjacent bells,

to maintain some social distancing,
the sound we produce may be
different to what you are used to. The
ringers have to wear face coverings
while in the tower and sanitise our
hands before and after entering it. We
are presently ringing prior to the 10.00
am, online service, as this has the
most attendees, albeit electronically.
It is very strange to ring in face
coverings - especially those of us that
ring while wearing glasses, as these
can
steam
up
unexpectedly!
However, we are pleased that we have
started announcing the services again
at Allesley and we look forward to
ringing more bells and more often as
the restrictions are eased over time.
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Bell ringing was something I learned to
do when I was a teenager but, as with
many hobbies one picks up in those
early years, I found excuses not to
continue with it once I left school. For
the last few years I have been
persuaded to dust off my bell handling
skills at Christmas and I have always
enjoyed being part of the Christmas
celebrations. Having had my annual
ring at Christmas 2019 I thought that
would probably be it until the following
year but then came the pandemic.
The bells were silenced during
lockdown. History shows us this is,
thankfully, a rare occurrence but when
the news came in July that ringing
would soon be allowed again I felt
compelled to dust off my skills once
again to help out. Fortunately, I was
the last pupil to be taught by Hubert
Summers and he was an exceptionally
good teacher. If you learn to handle a
bell correctly then those skills never
leave you. Although it was a bit of a

challenge that the first thing I had to do
was ring one of the larger bells up,
which took more effort than I
expected, especially while wearing a
face mask.
For me ringing the bells again felt like
a symbolic act to recognise the
difficult few months we have all been
through and to give hope that this will
not be forever. Hope is a very powerful
emotion and like many I had been
through a period of anxiety during
lockdown. It felt important to me to be
able to do something which may give
others comfort. Even sharing the
experience on social media seems to
have struck a chord with people who
have never had cause to think about
bells ringing out across the land.
While we still have a long journey
ahead to be able to return safely to all
the activities we once enjoyed, my
hope is that the sound of the bells
ringing out shares that hope with you
all.
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Well, quite a year so far
for everyone, including
beekeepers! As the
country
went
into
lockdown in March all
the planned activities of
Coventry Beekeepers’
were put on hold and
then cancelled one by
one as the months
passed. We had to give
up the last few meetings
at the Church Hall and
then were unable to
have any of our usual
summer
meetings
where the members usually get
together to inspect the bees and teach
new beekeepers the practicalities of
the craft. This was to have been our
first season at the new Branch Apiary
site at London Road Allotments and
we were planning a Grand Opening
event in June with a visit from the Lord
Mayor of Coventry (we even thought
we might be able to persuade her into
a bee suit!). Alas, it was not to be maybe next year?
Despite the lockdown, bees are
livestock and have to be cared for no
matter what. One of our committee
members, Dave Bonner, volunteered
to look after the branch bees as well as
his own colonies but had to do this
without
assistance
from
other
members due to social distancing
rules. He is a qualified Master
Beekeeper and has done a sterling
job, the hives have done really well in

their new home and there was a good
honey harvest. The rest of us were
also able to go out during lockdown to
care for our own bee colonies, but in
the early days we carried a letter from
the British Beekeepers’ Association
with us, to prove we were making an
essential journey, just in case we were
stopped by the Police.
As the autumn of 2020 approaches,
our thoughts are turning towards our
usual winter meetings at the Church
Hall, which would usually start in
September, followed by the Honey
Show in October. Needless to say,
these activities are also in serious
doubt in these days of ‘the new
normal’ and we will have to look
towards technology to organise some
kind of virtual meetings for a while yet.
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Greetings to everyone from Allesley
Festival - hopefully we find you all
healthy and making the most of the
situation in which we find ourselves.
Sadly, as I am sure you are aware, we
cancelled the 45Th Allesley Festival
celebrations due to Covid-19. We were
all extremely disappointed with this
decision as I am sure you all were too.
We have however still, as a committee,
been incredibly busy trying to raise
money for our struggling charities and
brightening up “Lock Down”. The
committee are immensely proud to
announce to you that we have still
managed, even under these difficult
circumstances, to have so far raised
£3,746.63. Our donation page is still
live, “Allesley Festival JustGiving”. Our
chosen Charities would be incredibly
grateful for any further donations you
would like to make. We encourage
you to please visit this page.
Our first £1,000 was donated by
Amazon and sent directly to UHCW
charity for iPads. (Amazon themselves
added a further £1,000). We intend to
send £500 each to, RSPCA, Coventry
Haven, Coventry Cyrenians, and to
our local Foodbank. Any remaining
funds raised will be donated to other
charities to be decided by the
committee. Due to the current
circumstances Allesley Festival will not
be holding our Presentation Evening
this year.
We raised money by running some of
our events online. Damian Grote very
kindly ran our annual Allesley Festival

Quiz, which this year was won by “The
Clock Watchers”. We also presented a
Family Quiz which was won by the
“Buckley Family”. We thank Damian
and his wife Donna for all their hard
work and effort on our behalf. Both
evenings were great fun and enjoyed
by everyone who took part. We also
thank Damian for his kind donation of
£650 from the Rainbow Quizzers.
With a large donation of electrical
gadgets from Amazon and donations
from JLN, Mocha Lounge, Barkers
Butchers, Applewood and the Lake at
Barston, we proudly ran our Annual
Online Auction. We thank all of these
businesses and are incredibly grateful
for their kind donations, especially at
this time, allowing us to have our most
successful Auction ever - raising
£1,111.50! Lastly, we thank two of our
committee members, Andy Morgan
and Lucie Maddock, for all their hard
work running this event, not to mention
thanking you all who placed bids.
Our final event took place on Sunday
the 12th of July at 10.00am, when our
very own Vicki Parry and her trusty
steed, Tyson, accompanied by several
of their friends paraded for Allesley’s
enjoyment in a “Mini Carnival”, taking
a route through the village with many
onlookers offering donations towards
this wonderful spectacle, raising £200
for our chosen charities. Our thanks go
to Vicki and all her friends and to you
all for your support.
Ramsay Crescent and friends had a
very enjoyable, fun, weeklong mini
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festival, taking part in many of Allesley
Festival regular events. A great time
was had by all, turning this group from
neighbours to good friends. The
whole week was a marvellous success
and they raised £300.13 which they
kindly donated to our charity pot. Well
done Ramsey Crescent!
Just to entertain our younger Allesley
residents we laid a Rock Snake,
“Allesley Adder” from Allesley Church,
asking you all to add to our rocks and
see if we could reach Butt Lane.
Please keep adding rocks to help us
to achieve our goal. August Bank
Holiday saw “Scarecrow Week”. We
invited you all to display Scarecrows
using themes of your choice. Although
this year our Scarecrows were not
taking part in a competition, it in no
way dampened your enthusiasm and
creativity. We all had the pleasure on
our daily walks to view your wonderful
displays. Allesley Festival thank you

for taking part and making such a
great effort, allowing our community to
enjoy your efforts. We are quite sure
everyone can’t wait for next years
competition and encourage you all to
take part in what should be a fantastic
spectacle.
As you can see quite a lot has been
happening - however nothing like
usual. Myself, Sam and everyone else
on this committee assure you that the
46Th Allesley Festival will be bigger
and better than ever. We hope to have
several new events running alongside
our regulars. We cannot wait to start
planning for 2021 and look forward to
your continued support.
Please follow us on Facebook
www.allesleyfestival.co.uk for more
information.
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Allesley is currently looking forward,
with eager anticipation, to welcoming
Lizzy Holland, the new Rector of All
Saints - she is the latest in a long line
of incumbents.
Here is the story of one of the early
ones, Rev. William Warde, who was,
sadly, somewhat notorious in his day.
William and his wife Elizabeth had
connections with the village before he
became Rector, baptising a daughter
Mary on 10 May 1614 and sadly,
burying a son in 1615. Other historians
have suggested that Elizabeth may
have been related to the previous
Rector. William was not yet a deacon,
the first stage to priesthood. It is
claimed he was a young Cambridge
graduate who had completed his
studies there, at St John’s, early in
1615. As was normal until recent
times, he was free to upgrade his BA
to a Master’s degree at both
universities, for a small fee. This
happened in 1618. Cambridge was a
centre of Purtanism - Oxford had a
more moderate religious outlook. So
far I can find no evidence of his being
at Cambridge on any data base!
In late 1618 the Rector of Allesley,
Samuel Saunders, died aged 68.
William, ordained deacon and priest at
Peterborough Cathedral in 1617,
became Rector in his stead. The
following year, he became a pluralist,
taking over the tiny chapel in Walton,
near Wellesbourne. He, his wife and
two daughters moved into the Rectory
next to All Saints’ church, a generous
sized home with a hall, two parlours,

kitchen, buttery, cellar, stable, yard,
and barn and seven rooms, one his
study on the upper floor. These rooms
were comfortably furnished and fit for
a middle class family. As a Parson he
also controlled a farm as part of his
Living. We know he held about 30
acres of Glebe land, growing crops
and with animals like draught horses,
cows, sheep, swine (pigs) and poultry.
With a growing family - sons Samuel
and Robert, daughters Mary, Ann and
Elizabeth, he employed live-in
servants and farm workers. But life
was not tranquil.
It was soon noticed that William had
what today would be called a drink
problem. I would say he was an
alcoholic. A cleric was expected to
lead a sober, frugal life in every way,
setting an example to his parishioners.
Puritans condemned drinking to
excess, though, as water was impure,
everyone drank weak (small) ale,
home brewed. An inventory of
William’s home at his death in 1643
listed six barrels in the cellar, two
firkins (a firkin = nine gallons) in the
buttery and brewing vessels like a still
in the kitchen.
People noticed he was regularly
drunk, falling off his horse and lying in
the roadway unable to get up. While
on Sundays, preaching from the
pulpit, he was the worse for drink. He
had ‘cronies’ rather than quiet,
respectable friends, common people tinkers, peddlers, cobblers and folk of
‘base
condition’,
according
to
contemporary evidence. He became
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well-known, frequenting the worst sort
of local ale house, tippling then
fighting when drunk well beyond the
village, even in Coventry itself.
During his tenure of Allesley parish
Sundays had become increasingly set
aside for worship, prayer and religious
reflection but not so for Rector Warde.
He liked nothing better than playing
noisy sports such as Nine Pins with
the local butcher or picking quarrels,
brawling, threatening and swearing at
respectable, higher class parishioners
- women as well as men. It was
inevitable that complaints would reach
the Archdeacon of Coventry and
through him the Bishop in Lichfield.
After over a decade, beginning 1626,
a report about him appears in the
State Papers for June 1638. Rev.
Warde was summoned to the Bishop’s
Consistory Court to explain his
behaviour. An account said he was a
regular frequenter of ale houses and
seen by shocked parishioners, ‘in an
intoxicated stupor lying in the street’.
At this Court in 1632 he had offered a
forged testimonial saying he was ‘of
sober and quiet demeanour’. He
received a canonical admonition and
was told to preach a sermon on the
vice of drunkenness but his behaviour
did not improve. He was observed
fighting with a cobbler, ‘tumbling and
wallowing in the road’. He swore at
Mistress Eveningham, a member of
the local gentry and threatened to kill
her pet dog with his knife.
Meanwhile his family was growing up.
His eldest daughter Mary married

John Whitton on December 9 1634 in
Allesley and had two girls by the time
of her parents’ death. His second
daughter Ann, baptised on 24 April
1617 at Allesley, married her father’s
curate, John Somerfield, on 29
September 1636 at St Michael’s
Coventry, aged 17 and had a son. His
elder son, Samuel, apprenticed in
Coventry as a saddler, settled in
Smithford Street. Robert may have
married into the Harper family of
Meriden. In 1643 when he and his
younger sister Elizabeth were under
age (under 21), their father left Robert
books or £10 and Elizabeth a dowry of
£20.
William was taken seriously ill in March
1643, drawing up his death-bed Will.
From the inventory of his possessions
we gain a picture of his life style, partly
based on his bequests. Both sons
received weapons: guns, swords, and
a rapier. Mary and Ann received only
token gifts so they probably had
dowries on marriage. His wife
Elizabeth was the sole executrix,
tasked with distributing moneys and
goods, paying his debts, arranging his
funeral and burial. We deduce she too
became seriously unwell and died a
few days later, leading to a double
funeral held on 7 April 1643. Their
deaths so near together point to an
infection like smallpox in the region.
His replacement, Rev. Thomas Alford,
previously vicar of Meriden, was from
a Coventry merchant family. He was a
staunch Puritan.
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Hello everyone, hope you have all
managed to stay safe and well during
this extraordinary time.
Well things did not turn out as
planned! Even the curling did not go
ahead due to the lockdown and we
have not met since. In March four
saplings
were
planted
to
commemorate 40 years of our WI.
Recently we held a committee
meeting in the garden to discuss
options for getting WI running again.
Unfortunately the Village Hall is not
able to accommodate our full
membership and follow social
distancing guidelines.
You should be receiving details
regarding our ”AGM” either by email
or post so please respond. It is hoped
when we receive feedback from

members we will find a solution to get
back to some normality and meet up.
Meanwhile program planning is going
ahead for 2021.
One of our members has been busy
knitting premature baby hats - thank
you Yvonne.
On a personal note life for us all has
been so very different since the
lockdown and has made us realise
how lucky we are to live in such a
lovely area for walks and to have a
garden to spend time in.
Now we are reaping rewards for the
work put in - nothing like eating your
own produce.
Look forward to hearing how
members have kept positive, active
and productive - stay safe!
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(a sequel to the quiz in the Easter issue of this magazine)
1. Who was the businessman who since his death has been identified as
the anonymous donor of £20,000 for the cost of the tapestry?
2. Who designed the clergy vestments?
3. Who designed the kneelers and who embroidered them?
4. What cathedral gave the Plumbline and the City sculpture to Coventry
Cathedral?
5. On what Old Testament text is the Plumbline and the City based?
6. Who created the cross on the altar and what material did he use?
7. Who created the statue called “Reconciliation” in the Ruins in 1995?
8. Where else are there casts of this work to be seen?
9. In addition to creating the Swedish Windows, what did the Swedish
artist Einar Forseth design for the new cathedral?
10. Where in the Ruins can you see red squirrels?
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Even though the COVID 19 restrictions
have prevented us from holding our
annual Garden Party and other
fundraising events this year. We still
need to say a huge thank you once
again to everyone - friends,
neighbours, members of All Saints
Church and the Allesley community who have continued to support this
project through their generous
donations.
Together with some support from their
local MP, this money has enabled the
Wakii Community to continue to build
this much needed Community Health
Programme Service [CHPS] Centre.
A lot has happened since our last
update, which
means we are
able to share
with you the
exciting news
that work on
the first two
consulting
rooms
was
completed in
April this year

and they have now been officially
handed over to the nurses.
The number of guests at the handover
was restricted due to COVID but
thankfully it happened just before this
year’s rainy season began.
Since then members of the
community have been working on
the main entrance and OPD area of
the centre as funds and COVID 19
restrictions have allowed. We hope
that you will continue to support this
project during 2020 / 21 so that, as a
result of two village communities
working together, work to complete
the remaining areas of the CHPS
Centre, including
the labour and
general
day
wards, can be
finished in the
near future.
Unfortunately, our
plans to visit Wakii
again next year
have had to be put
on hold but we
hope to announce
plans for 2021
fundraising events
in the Christmas
issue of this magazine.
Meanwhile if you would like more
information about this project, to
collect coins, support a fundraising
event or make a donation please
contact allesleychurch@gmail.com
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In response to the
COVID 19 pandemic,
All Saints Children’s
and
Youth
groups
have, like so many
other groups, needed
to adapt…
In order to keep
families and leaders
safe, whilst continuing to enable
children, young people and their
responsible adults to meet together for
fellowship, support and an opportunity
to grow in faith, groups have moved
out of the church building and now
meet weekly online in age appropriate
closed Zoom meetings with two safely
recruited and DBS checked children’s
leaders.
Whilst this move was initially
challenging, we familiarised ourselves
with the technology involved and a
new way of working. This has made it
possible for some new families to join
in and have fun together.
Over the last few months, the children
and young people have enjoyed
catching up with one another and
joining in a wide range of activities,
including singing, dancing, role play,
stories, games, quizzes, cooking, craft
and much more…

At the moment we are running the
following weekly Zoom groups:
…For preschool children
and their families on Saturday
mornings from 10.00 - 10.45 am. with
songs, rhymes and a story plus time
for adults to catch up.
…For Early Years
and KS1 children on Sunday
afternoons at 4.00 - 5.00 pm. With,
games and craft activities based on a
bible story.
… For KS2 children on
Thursdays from 7.00 - 8.00 pm. With
games and creative activities based
on a bible theme.
…For young people in
KS3 [Y7-9] on Wednesdays from 7.30
- 8.30 pm. With fellowship, fun and an
opportunity to explore what faith
means to them.
When it is safe to do so, having made
sure we follow all the available
guidance and have carried out the
necessary risk assessments, we will
begin to hold group meetings,
including
and
, in the Church Hall again as
well as continuing some Zoom groups.
To join one of the Zoom groups or for
more information please contact:
Lesley Borrell, All Saints Children and
Families Leader at:
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com
on: 07954080575
or Facebook All Saints Allesley
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1. Alfred Harris of Penny Park House, Keresley.
2. John Piper, designer of the Baptistery window, also designed the
vestments.
3. Anthony Blee, the assistant architect, designed the kneelers: packs
containing materials and instructions went to every parish in the
diocese. Packs were also sent around the world and members of the
London cast of My Fair Lady worked on six in their dressing rooms.
4. Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral in Cincinnati, Ohio, in the USA.
5. The Book of Amos chapter 7 verse 7.
6. Geoffrey Clarke: he carved the cross in polystyrene using a knife and
hot wires: when laid in a bed of sand and exposed to the molten
metal, the polystyrene evaporated.
7. Josefina de Vasconcellos.
8. Hiroshima in Japan, Berlin (on the line of the former Berlin Wall) and
Stormont in Northern Ireland.
9. The mosaic floor of the Chapel of Unity.
10. At the east end carved in the stonework of the apse.
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All Saints Rector

Rev Lizzy Holland

All Saints Church Administrator
Mon - Thurs 9.00 - 12.00 noon

Alison Glover

All Saints Churchwardens

Paul Payne
Candi Harris

024 7640 2017
candi.allsaints@outlook.com

All Saints Bell Ringers

Mike Chester

024 7640 2067

All Saints Children & Youth

Lesley Borrell

079 5408 0575

allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Children & Families Leader

All Saints Church Hall Bookings

Alison Glover

Mon - Thurs 9.00 - 12.00 noon

From 5 October
024 7640 2006
allesleychurch@gmail.com
024 7640 2006

024 7640 2006
allsaintshallbookings@gmail.com

All Saints Churchyard Tidy

Michael Jones

024 7669 2734

All Saints Home Communion

Cynthia Nash

024 7640 2295

All Saints Mainly Music

Lesley Borrell

079 5408 0575

allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Children & Families Leader

All Saints PCC Secretary

Yelena Williams

024 7659 3546

All Saints PCC Treasurer

Marie Hudson

024 7640 2295

All Saints Small Groups

Brenda Wood

024 7640 7345

All Saints Readers

Colin and Fey Holtum

024 7672 9996

All Saints Verger

Angela Taylor

024 7640 4032

Allesley Afternoon W I

Jackie Staveley

024 7640 3729

ACW Conservation Society

Jan Burton

024 7640 7480

Allesley Country Market

Judit Naughton

024 7633 4210

Allesley Community of
Reconciliation
Allesley Cricket Club

Don Lindon

024 7640 2680

Bob Tomlinson

077 7844 4559

Allesley Festival

Carol Knee

024 7640 4653

Allesley Flower Arrangers

Jackie Ellison

024 7640 3152

Allesley Parish
Council

Cllr. L. Swann
Jane Chatterton

clerk.allesleypc@outlook.
com

Elizabeth Draper

024 7640 2030

Chairman
Clerk

Allesley Reading Group
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Allesley Village Hall Bookings

Elaine Lenton

024 7640 3312

Allesley Village Surgery

163, Birmingham Road

024 7640 2332

Age Concern Friendship Group

Lesley Grove

024 7640 2067

Beavers

Darren Male

079 6887 1859

Bereavement Care Group

Barbara Green

024 7659 6263

Bull and Butcher Coffee Morning

Sandy

075 9005 6169

Celtica Irish Dancing School

Maggie Gallagher

079 5029 1350

Church of Jerusalem

Len mdue4sho@googlemail.com

Coventry Archaeological Society

Louise Dodd www.covarch.co.uk

covarchweb@yahoo.co.uk

Crimestoppers

crimestoppers-uk.org

0800 555 111

Dogs Flyball

sadehampson@gmail.com

077 9068 0943

Flytipping/Potholes (to Report)

coventrydirect@coventry.gov.uk 0500 834 333

Girl’s Brigade

Jacquie Kettell

077 3225 9327

Melody Makers

Pauline Sutherland

024 7641 1850

Mites and Minders Toddler Group

Lesley Borrell

079 5408 0575

allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Children & Families Leader

Pilates (Monday)

Lisa Reid

079 9942 5526

Pilates (Scout Hut)

Sam Blythe

078 1486 9818

Police (Non-Emergency)

Ask for Neighbourhood Team -

101 x 831 6300

Police. Bablake and Sherbourne
Neighbourhood Policing Team
earlsdon@westmidlands.pnn.police.uk

twitter.com/@coventrypolice
facebook.com/coventrypolice
Youtube.com/westmidlandspoli
ce

In case of
Emergency
always dial
999

Public Enforcement Team- Noise

Office hours 0500 834 333

024 7683 2222 w/e

56th Rainbow Guides

Donna Roberts

079 2201 2130

Rummikub

Mavis Jeffery

024 7640 3797

Saints Drama Society

Pam Barnes

024 7640 2309

Scout Group
1st Coventry (Allesley Village)

Darren Male
gsl1stcoventry@gmail.com

079 6887 1859

Shaolin Kung Fu & Kick Boxing

Asa Darlaston

079 0021 0849

Slimming World

Rebecca Taylor

077 3307 6778
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Joy Ann Larrad
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Just before lockdown came into force,
All Saints Church distributed the “Here
to Help” cards within the parish of
Allesley. This proved to be a great
support to those who were required to
self-isolate to protect themselves from
the Covid-19 virus.
The uptake of volunteers to help
distribute the cards and volunteer their
support to help those in need was
absolutely incredible. Volunteers
helped in so many different ways (and
some are still helping); some paired
up with an individual (or family) who
was self-isolating, to do their
shopping, others volunteered to pick
up prescriptions from the pharmacy,
or make meals or take people to

01 April 2020

appointments. Others would ring
those on their own to make sure they
were OK. It was an example of the
community at its best and we at All
Saints are very thankful and proud to
serve alongside such an amazing
community.
This year has seen Britain and indeed
the world undergo an unprecedented
time of difficulty and upheaval and yet
in the midst of this we see
communities and people at their best.
Thank you Allesley for being the best!
With love and God’s blessings

Would you like someone to pray for
you, a family member, a friend, a
neighbour, someone at work, a difficult
situation. Then email us at
prayer.requests@allesley-church.org.uk
or pop into the Good Honest Food
Company Café in Gardenia Drive and
put your request into the Prayer
Request envelope on the Community
Notice Board. You do not need to
provide a lot of details just the name of
the person and what the prayer is for healing, comfort, strength, patience,
wisdom.
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South - East Chancel Window

Heaton, Butler and Bayne of London 1866
Memorial to Laura the youngest daughter of
William Thomas and Helen Maria Bree,
who died March 1841 aged 18 months

