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Sometimes, there are those moments when the depth and beauty of
Christmas become magically apparent. Each year Christmas seems
to be bigger, longer and more frenetic. The hullabaloo of Christmas
shopping and the busyness of preparations can remove from us the
opportunity to consider the magisterial splendour of the birth of
Jesus in Bethlehem.

And yet sometimes, in the midst of this busyness, it is as if God
himself has reached out and pulled the handbrake on the Christmas
juggernaut and given us an opportunity to consider afresh the
significance of Jesus’s birth.

I remember as a child, when I was around seven years old,
experiencing this sudden pausing of the Christmas celebrations and
I became aware of God’s overwhelming love and compassion for
me and all of creation. It was Christmas Day and I was staring out
the window at the front of my parents’ house. It was mid-afternoon
and the midwinter light was fading fast. I remember the silhouetted
view of the hills before me and my mind considered the journey of
the holy family to register for the Roman census.

In this remarkable moment of space in the Christmas festivities, I felt
God’s presence with me and the truth not just of the Christmas story,
but of the whole Christian gospel.

God’s presence is with us throughout the year not just in the
Christmas season. Sometimes God seems close, approachable and
full of love and understanding. And then, at other points, God seems
distant and hard to connect with… But the mystery and beauty of
God being with us, in person in Jesus, assures us of his love,
compassion and paternal presence.

As I prepare to step down as Rector of All Saints, I want to wish
everyone a wonderful Christmas and a presence filled New Year…

Every blessing
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You are very welcome to come to any of our Christmas Events;
we hope you appreciate an opportunity to sense Jesus’ presence

during your Christmas celebrations

Readings, poems, carols

“The Greatest Journey”
Come dressed as any Bible Christmas character (45 mins)

(35 mins)
Especially aimed for those with early years and preschool

children in their family
(45 mins)

For families with primary school children

Find us at www.allesley-church.org.uk or facebook.com/allsaintsallesley



Allesley Pharmacy
132 -134 Birmingham Road, Allesley Vilage, Coventry, CV5 9HA

allesleypharmacy.co.uk  024 7640 4177

Opening Hours:
Monday 8.30 am - 6.30 pm 1.00 pm - 2.00 pm (closed)
Tuesday 8.30 am - 6.30 pm 1.00 pm  - 2.00 pm (closed)
Wednesday 8.30 am - 6.30 pm 1.00 pm - 2.00 pm (closed)
Thursday 8.30 am - 2.00 pm
Friday 8.30 am - 6.30 pm 1.00 pm - 2.00 pm (closed)
Saturday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm
Sunday Closed

We are now an approved travel clinic and can offer and administer most travel vaccines to meet
your holiday needs. We can now advise you on which vaccines you will require for your holiday and

offer antimalarials as well. All these will be available without the need for prescriptions so saving
you time and money as our private service is very competitive in comparison to other providers.

Please feel free to pop in and have a chat.

We provide a free NHS
blood testing service

Mon - Fri  8.30 am to 12.00 pm
Mon 2.00 pm -5.45 pm
Tues 2.00 pm - 4.45 pm
Wed 2.00 pm - 5.45 pm
Fri 2.00 pm - 4.45 pm

Appointments are typically every 5
minutes - we also undertake a daily

drop in service this is usually
after the first hour of

clinic times

Prescription Collection
and Delivery Service

We currently collect scripts
from most surgeries in

Coventry and also deliver
your medicines to your

door - at no cost to
you!

Services available
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Every Sunday                8.00 am
                                     10.00 am
                                       6.00 pm

Holy Communion
Informal Sunday Worship
Evensong or Communion

All Saints Church

Every Sunday   09.30 - 11.30 am Dogs Flyball Scout Hut

Every Sunday    12.00 - 4.00 pm Church of Jerusalem Scout Hut

Every Monday                7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics Village Hall

Every Monday  09.30 - 11.00 am Slimming World Scout Hut

Every Monday  12.30 - 13.30 am Pilates Scout Hut

Every Monday      5.30 - 6.45 pm
                             7.00 - 8.30 pm

Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts

Scout Hut

3rd Monday (winter)      7.30 pm Coventry Beekeepers Church Hall

Every Tuesday               7.30 pm Melody Makers Church Hall

Every Tuesday     7.30 - 9.00 pm Bell Ringing Practice Church Bell Tower

Every Tuesday               5.15 pm Brownies Village Hall

Every Tuesday     5.00 - 5.30 pm
                             5.30 - 6.00 pm
                             6.00 - 6.30 pm

Ltl. Dragons Kung Fu 3-6yr
Freestyle Kung Fu 7-10 yrs
Kick Boxing 8 years - adult

Scout Hut

First Tuesday morning & other
times - please check at Cafe

Cuppa with a Copper
or a Councillor

Good Honest Food
Company Cafe

1st Wednesday              1.45 pm Afternoon WI Village Hall

Wednesday      10.00 - 11.30 am Allesley Country Market Village Hall

Wed. Term Time 9.30 - 11.0  am Mites and Minders Church Hall

Every Wednesday 4.30 -7.15 pm Irish Dancing     4-16 years Scout Hut

Every Wednesday 7.30 -8.30 pm Pilates Scout Hut

1st Thursday                10.30 am Allesley Friendship Group Church Hall

Every Thursday 12.30- 13.30 pm Pilates Scout Hut

Every Thursday              7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics Village Hall

Every Thursday              3.00 pm Allesley Reading Group Church Hall

Every Thursday              7.00 pm Allesley Flower Arrangers Jaguar Social Club

Every Thursday    7.00 - 9.00 pm Scouts Scout Hut
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Every Friday                 10.30 am Bereavement Care Group Church Hall

Every Friday         5.30 - 6.30 pm 56th Rainbow Guides Scout Hut

Fridays 6.15 - 7.45 pm
In Term Time       7.45 - 9.15 pm

Girls’ Brigade       5 -14 yrs
                              14+ yrs

Queens Road Baptist
Church

Every Saturday    9.00 - 1.00 pm Available for hire to clubs Scout Hut

Saturday in Term Time  9.30 am Mainly Music Church Hall

Saturday pm &
Sundays

Available for children’s
Party Hire

Scout Hut

Various exercise classes held
throughout the week

See Old School Fitness
noticeboard for details

Old School, 103a,
Birmingham Road

is published three times a year. It is printed on part-recycled paper and over
3,800 copies of each issue are delivered free to all homes in Allesley Parish.

This and all past copies can be viewed in full colour
on www.allesley-church.org.uk

Menu - Church Life - Parish Magazine

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial team.
The editors cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information submitted
for publication or the quality of the services offered by our advertisers.

With thanks to Norman Slater for his proof reading skills

Your views, comments and contributions are always welcome

Editorial Team:
Amanda Slater 024 7664 0019 pikerslanefarm@btopenworld.com

Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

Colour per Issue: Whole Page £90
Black & White per Issue: Whole Page £60  Half Page £30  Quarter Page £15

Contact Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

To all our volunteer magazine distributors
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Keeping the churchyards tidy at All
Saints is considered an important part
of our worship. Thank you to everyone
who has helped in the churchyards
during 2019, those who maintain the
equipment and those who help out
with ad hoc mowing. Sadly we had to
cancel the October session owing to
the weather, only the second
cancellation in 10 years !
We meet between February and
October every three to four weeks to
mow, strim, weed and
prune, in both the main and
lower churchyards. Also we
try to keep the car park
swept and free of leaves.
This is achieved by a team
of keen, hardworking and
friendly gardeners. If you
would like to join us, we will
be meeting on the dates
shown below. Occasionally
we may have to alter a date
if an additional wedding is

booked. Join us anytime from
9am to 12pm. Stay for the
whole morning or just call in
for an hour but make sure you
are around mid morning, as
brunch is served. If you have
your own favourite tools bring
them along or borrow ours.
Any questions or for further
information contact
Michael or Annelie Jones on
024 7669 2734 or
allesley@btconnect.com

The proposed dates for 2020 are
Saturday

29th February 28th March

18th April 16th May

13th June 27th June

25th July 15th August

5th September 3rd October

31st October



10

It is with great sadness that, on
Christmas Day 2019, we have to say
goodbye to Rev. Canon Miles Baker,
our Rector for the last two years or so,
his very understanding wife Dawn and
their two girls Hannah and Molly. We
wish Miles every success in his new
role as Area Director of Ministry in the
Kensington area of the London
Diocese, for which he is eminently
qualified. Although we are really not
ready to start thinking about what the
future will be like without them all. We
feel very blessed that Miles has spent

the last two years with us, rather than
being anywhere else he could have
chosen.

It does not seem that long ago when
we welcomed the Baker family to
Allesley, to take advantage of the
newly fitted kitchen in the Rectory and
to lead All Saints church into a brighter
future. There have been many
changes during that time, as Miles has
encouraged us to become a larger,
growing church with bigger
aspirations. Early on we had a Parish
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‘Away Day’ to create a new Growth
Action Plan for the five years to follow.
We had a thorough review of our
financial giving, which now means the
church is able to cover its costs with
more confidence. We now have a
Children and Families Worker and an
invaluable Church Administrator (both
part-time), to ensure the work of the
church carries on, even when
volunteers are thin on the ground. At
the same time, sadly, our Youth
Worker chose to move away, leaving
a post still to be filled. Miles guided us
through the dark days when the old
ceilings and lights were being
replaced and the church was full of
scaffolding – he leaves it looking and
sounding as good as it ever has. Oh,
and the hall has been refurbished too.

We have been encouraged to work
even harder on our welcoming.
People now stand outside the
building and in the car park, in all
weathers, to present a smiling face to
visitors as they walk up the path on
Sunday mornings. We also have
'proper coffee' machines in the
kitchen to help us to eat all the extra
cake that is now available – this even
extends to our PCC meetings too.
Miles has grown our relationship with
Allesley Primary School, so as well as
welcoming them to church at
Christmas, Easter and Harvest, we
also have a team of volunteers taking
“Open the Book” dramatised Bible
stories into some assemblies. The
church has returned to being a focal

point for the Allesley Festival, with a
special service to mark the crowning of
the Festival Princess and Prince. We
seek to contribute to our local
community in as many ways as we can.

It has been wonderful to get to know
Miles and his family. They have all
contributed so much to church life
together at All Saints. We shall
especially miss the singing of Hannah
and Molly, Dawn's willingness to sign
for all our worship songs and Miles'
ability to connect with everyone, no
matter what their situation or reason for
venturing towards All Saints church.
Also his ability to preach interesting
and memorable sermons (not easy!)
and his desire to help us to be the best
parish church we possibly can be.

Whatever has gone before and
however good or difficult it has been,
there must always be time to say
goodbye. Please join us at the 10 am
service on Sunday 22nd December,
which will be our chance to say
goodbye properly.

Miles, Dawn, Hannah and Molly, we will
miss you all and we cannot imagine All
Saints without you, but we know that
“something will happen” and that it will
be different again. Take our very best
wishes with you and enjoy this next
(much more exciting) stage in your
lives, as you look towards living in
London as a family.



The River Sherbourne and its
tributaries make up some of the most
attractive features of Allesley and
Coundon Wedge. They are also
tremendously rich ecological corridors
for many plants and animals;
connecting ponds, marsh, and
woodland.

There are ambitious plans to create a
“River Sherbourne Way”, a continuous
footpath from its source all the way to
where it joins the River Sowe. We are
fortunate to already have access to so
much of the upper reaches of the
Sherbourne.
Let’s take a stroll along some of these
waterways. We’ll start on Butt Lane,
where the Sherbourne flows into the
western sector of the Wedge by the
entrance to Townfields Farm. Look out
for Wrens, Robins and Dunnocks as

they search for insects in the
streamside undergrowth. Sticklebacks
can usually be spotted in deep pools
when the water is clear.
A couple of minutes walk along the
lane to the east, we can join the public
footpath and explore the Sherbourne
where it saunters alongside Butt Lane
Centenary Wood. A huge oak has
suffered storm damage and torn
branches have provided nest holes for
Nuthatches and Great Tits.
Crossing the wooden footbridge takes
us to a shallow pond and drain, where
many water insects including Pond
Skaters, Whirligig Beetles, and Water
Boatmen can be watched. Grey
Herons and Little Egrets sometimes
fish in this shallow water. In early
spring frogs arrive to spawn.

The Sherbourne then becomes a
straight culvert, flanked by the
biodiversity offsetting meadows on
Northfield Farm. The original sinuous
route of the river is revealed when
heavy rainfall fills the old channels.
These damp depressions are picked
out with the pale lilac flowers of Lady’s
Smock in early spring. Small numbers
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of Water Voles have been recorded
along this stretch of the Sherbourne,
where dense bank-side vegetation
provides food and shelter. As well as
the fairly common Three Spined
Sticklebacks, those other small fish,
Bullheads and Stone Loaches, can be
found in gravelly pools if you have the
time to keep on searching.
The Sherbourne can next be picked
up where it rushes underneath the
road bridge on  Staircase Lane.
Nearby is the site of the ancient
Frogmere Pool which dates back to
medieval times. In 1810 William Bree,
Rector of All Saints Church, planted
the oak, beech and hornbeam trees
that still surround the pool. Great
Spotted Woodpeckers nest in this
area each year.
It is possible to walk on either bank as
we move downstream. Moisture loving
mosses, liverworts and ferns thrive on
the damp shaded banks.  Out in the
open fields again, wild flowers thrive in
this unimproved grassland that has
not been damaged by artificial
fertiliser or pesticides. In spring and
summer the fields are awash with
Buttercups, Black Knapweed, Lady’s
Bedstraw and Pignut. Enclosing these
fields are old Midland hedges, some
dating from around 1650.
Pausing on the hump-backed brick
bridge, we may be lucky enough to
hear the “peep-peep” call of a
kingfisher ... and catch the bright flash
of iridescent blue and orange as it flies
fast and low along the stream.
The Sherbourne and accompanying

footpath then take the underpass
beneath the Wedge Road. The next
field can become very muddy along
the stream’s edge, so it’s best to keep
to the higher ground unless you’re
wearing wellingtons. Willow and Alder
trees thrive here, with their roots
waterlogged for most of the year.
Through the wooden gate is a copse
and the wonderfully restored
Northbrook Pool with resident Mallard
Ducks and Moorhens. Along the
muddy shoreline Grey Wagtails bob
about acrobatically catching flies.

Upstream of the Pool, the North Brook
tributary can now be followed a short
distance to where it divides. One
branch has the remnants of a watermill
sluice-gate hidden away in brambles.
The other branch drains marshland,
with Yellow Flag and Greater
Reedmace standing tall. Winter flocks
of Goldfinches regularly congregate in
the streamside blackthorn bushes and
flit down to feed on thistle seeds.
Buzzards are a common sight, soaring
high above. During winter Redwings
and Fieldfares fly in from colder
northern climates to feast on hips,
haws and berries along the tangled
hedges.



In 2004 a butterfly collection was
discovered in a lock-up garage in
Coventry. Stored in a number of
glazed boxes, it comprised both 19th
and early-20th century specimens, but
the only evidence of who had
collected these came from a few
labels mentioning the surname ‘Bree’.
The owner contacted the Keeper of
Natural History at the Herbert Art
Gallery & Museum in Coventry, with
whom, by good fortune, this author
had corresponded a few months
before, enquiring whether there were
any insects collected by the Bree
family in the museum's collections. As
a result, the two parties were put in
contact and the author subsequently
purchased the boxes. That the
collection had survived, with so little
care and attention, is impressive, but
so is the fact that it was almost

complete – with five out of what had
most probably been a set of six
storage boxes being present. So
often, old insect collections have
been broken up and absorbed into
the cabinets of others. It appears that
this collection was assembled
between about 1830 and 1920 by
three members of the Bree family,
being handed down from one to the
other. It therefore spans an era when
new species were still being added to
the list of our native fauna, whilst
others were being lost from it. It is not
especially large (some 686
specimens remain) and it does not
contain many unusual aberrations.
However, what makes it of particular
interest is that both the boxes in which
the butterflies are stored, and some of
the specimens themselves, have
certain historical significance. Even
without the missing box, which would
have undoubtedly contained eight
relatively common species that are still
on the British list, there remain another
60 species in the collection, all
apparently caught in the British Isles
before 1920.

The Bree family has a long association
with the church at Allesley, with five
members serving sequentially as its
Rector between 1747 and 1917, a
period spanning an incredible 170
years. The last two of these
incumbents, William Thomas Bree and
William Bree, were father and son and
were to become noted amateur
naturalists.
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(1786-1863) was
born at Coleshill and educated at the
Grammar School in Warwick, before
going on to study at Oriel College,
Oxford. After being ordained in 1810,
he served as a Curate in Bickenhill,
before succeeding his own father as
Rector at Allesley in 1822, a post that
he held for another 40 years. A keen
naturalist from an early age, W.T. was
to gain a considerable reputation as a
local authority on botany, entomology
and ornithology, publishing many of
his observations in the scientific
journals of the day. The importance of
his detailed observations on so many
aspects of natural history was
recognised as recently as 1986, when
a parasitic mite found on butterflies
was named  in his
honour, as recognition for the careful
records he had made on such mites,

and then published, back in 1831.
Despite his responsibilities as Rector,
W.T. found time for travel throughout
the British Isles and even visited the
Alps, to satisfy his love for 'botanising'
and for observing nature. He remained
fit and sprightly into his later years, it
being reported that he was well into
his 70s when the sight of a rare plant
tempted him into wading barefoot in a
tarn on the Isle of Skye. The scientific
writings of W.T. Bree were even known
to Charles Darwin, who cited some of
his observations in his own writings on
natural selection. Darwin once
described W.T. in a letter to a friend as
"

".

(1822-1917), W.T.'s son,
was born in Coleshill, Warwickshire,
but spent his early childhood living at
the Rectory in Allesley. For his
education he was sent away to the
grammar school in Bridgnorth,
Shropshire, but each summer he
would spend some of his school
holidays staying with the family of his
uncle, the Rev. Richard Moore
Boultbee, who between 1828 and
1848 was Rector of the parishes of
Barnwell St Andrew and Barnwell All
Saints, close to Oundle in
Northamptonshire. This was a part of
the country renowned for its diversity
of butterflies, which undoubtedly
fuelled William’s interest in them. He
went on to study at Merton College,
Oxford, obtaining an M.A. and later a
D.D. 'by accumulation'. With his family
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background, it was inevitable that he
would take Holy Orders. After
ordination in 1847, his first
appointment was as Curate at
Polebrook in Northamptonshire, the
neighbouring parish to his uncle at
Barnwell. Although not as prolific a
writer on scientific matters as his
father, William did publish a paper on
the butterflies to be found in the
immediate vicinity around Polebrook.
He wrote that he knew of nowhere that
could surpass the area for finding rare
or less-common species of butterfly,
listing 45 species that he had seen
himself, plus two others observed by
others. This local knowledge evidently
brought him into contact with the Rev.
Francis Orpen Morris (1810-93), a
prolific author of books on natural
history. Morris was to visit William at
Polebrook on 19-20 July 1852, for the
purpose of collecting butterflies, a fact
which he mentions in his finely-
illustrated book,

. In its first edition, published
the following year, he wrote:

When rediscovered in 2004, the Bree
butterfly collection was still housed in
the very same ‘book boxes’ that Morris
had seen and commented upon 160
years before. The hinged boxes are
approximately 16" x 12" in dimension,
and 3½" deep. They are constructed
from a softwood carcass and covered
with an embossed green paper, with
labels (stating

…) applied as small leather
patches. Inside they are lined with
cork mats, covered in paper, and a
tight-fitting glazed cover drops into the
tray on each side of the box.

16



Research suggests that they may
have been made by Robert Downie, a
cabinet maker of Barnet in
Hertfordshire.

William spent 15 years in Polebrook,
before returning to Warwickshire to
succeed his late father as Rector of
Allesley in 1863. He was to remain
there for the next 54 years, until his
own death at the age of 94. During that
time, he was also to become
Archdeacon of Coventry. Although
married twice, Archdeacon Bree left
no children and his estate passed to
his nephew,
(1865-1949) He had been born at
Badgworth in Somerset, where his
father was Rector for some 50 years.
Educated at Malvern College in
Worcestershire and then St John's
College, Oxford, he became a private
schoolmaster for a number of years. In
1917 Harvey inherited the estate of his
late uncle and, to satisfy a stipulation
in the latter's will, he assumed the
surname of Mapleton-Bree by deed
poll. He subsequently settled in

Allesley. Mapleton-Bree added to his
uncle's butterfly collection through his
own activities, and he was to replace
many of the more common species
with his own, presumably fresher,
specimens. He continued to use his
uncle's glazed book boxes to display
the butterfly collection and did not
resort to a cabinet. Even the extensive
moth collection that Mapleton-Bree
built up during his life was kept in
standard wooden storage boxes.
These moths were acquired along with
the butterfly collection and most
specimens look to be a product of his
own collecting, principally from sites in
Somerset, Hampshire (where he
worked), and Warwickshire. From the
labels, his most prolific collecting
period appears to have been between
about 1913 and 1925.

Since Mapleton-Bree was never
married, after his death in 1949 the
family's butterfly and moth collections
were sold at auction. What happened
to them thereafter is not known, until
they were found again almost 55 years
later.

17
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In February 1833,
the prestigious
‘
contained an article
suggesting that,

A tradition had developed during the
18th and 19th centuries for many rural
clergymen to study the natural
sciences, so it is interesting to read the
name of our local Rev. W. T. Bree
associated with the pre-eminent
parson naturalist, Gilbert White.
Last summer, when driving home from
my niece’s wedding, I broke the
journey at the idyllic village of
Selborne in Hampshire. I headed for
Gilbert White’s house to collect a
guidebook and learn more about the
man who is recognised as one of the
founding fathers of ecology and who
greatly influenced our modern
attitudes towards nature conservation.
Significantly, he was one of the first
scientists to recognize that
ecosystems are influenced by humans
and their activities.
It was a hot August afternoon when I
visited, so I began at the outdoor
garden cafe with a cold drink and an
ice cream before I explored the
grounds. Historic features of the
garden that can still be seen include
the original ha-ha, sundial and fruit
wall. The gardens have been faithfully

restored using the
notes Gilbert White
kept. Six extensive
flower beds are
enclosed by walls
and hedges. The
kitchen garden, herb
garden and orchard
all contain the old
varieties that White
himself grew.

The ha-ha separates the elevated
main gardens from the surrounding
parkland, that White himself designed.
Beyond this the land rises steeply
forming the wooded scarp of Selborne
Hanger. Gilbert White’s brother, John,
cut the Zig-Zag footpath up the
Hanger in 1752 to make the climb
easier.
Inside the house the rooms have been
sensitively restored, giving a real
sense of the home of such a creative
and analytical naturalist.
Gilbert White was born in the village
vicarage on 18th July 1720. His
grandfather had been the vicar of
Selborne. Most of Gilbert’s uncles and
nephews were also clergymen. His
father was the exception, being a
lawyer.
When Gilbert was about seven years
old the White family moved from the
vicarage to ‘The Wakes’, named after
the Wake family who had lived there
previously. At that time the property
would have been no more than a ‘two
up, two down’ cottage, but over
subsequent years lots of extensions
were made.
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White was educated at Oriel College,
Oxford, and then ordained into the
Anglican Church. He became the
Curate of nearby Farringdon,
Selborne itself, and other local
villages. He maintained his links with
Oxford University, serving as Junior
Proctor on behalf of Oriel College,
and later becoming the Dean of Oriel.
Soon after graduating from university
he began a 40 year journal in which
he recorded meticulous observations
of horticultural experiments, wildlife,
and the weather. This was eventually
published as his .
He was the first naturalist to identify
the harvest mouse and the noctule
bat. By carefully studying bird calls he
established that the willow warbler,

chiffchaff and wood warbler are
separate species. He had a particular
love of swallows and studied them in
great detail. He was intrigued to
discover evidence as to whether they
migrated or hibernated in winter.
His correspondence with two friends
about their theories on fauna and flora
formed the basis of his world famous
book,

 , the first work
on natural history to achieve the status
of an English classic. The book has
never been out of print and is one of
the most published books in the
English language.
Gilbert White died peacefully at his
home, ‘The Wakes’, on 26 June 1793.
He was buried in the churchyard of
nearby St Mary’s Church where there
is a simple memorial stone. Inside the
church is a glorious stained glass
window (by Gascoyne and Hinks,
1920) depicting St Francis and many of
the birds and other creatures that
feature in Gilbert White’s writing.
As I walked back to my car it seemed
apt that several swallows were chasing
after insects high above the Norman
tower of the church.
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Coventry’s Heritage Open Days, this
year, provided an opportunity to visit
the Amazon site on Lyons Park. This I
thought would be a chance not to
miss. I mentioned that I wanted to do
a write up for the Parish Magazine and
they were quite happy that I should
say it as I found it. So this is what I
found.
The first thing that struck us when
going onto the Park was that, contrary
to the impression I had received from
local rumour, Amazon occupies just
one very small corner of an enormous
site, where a large range of industrial
operations are run. The BHX4 site is
400,000 square feet, which is small for
an Amazon building. This is due to the
fact that all products are processed
within 24 hours and nothing is stored
on site. BHX4 is the only Amazon
Receive Site in the UK.
Of the items available for purchase
through Amazon, 50% are sold by
private sellers and are never owned by
Amazon. BHX4 receives items from
these sellers world wide and

distributes them into the network. In
other words, when you order your
goods from Amazon they are not sent
to you direct from here.
Amazon sites are named after their
nearest International Airport, hence
the Allesley site uses the IATA 3-letter
code for Birmingham and is the fourth
BHX site to have been built. It was
opened in July 2018. The unique logo
for BHX4 is the jet engine, in tribute to
local aviation engineer, Sir Frank
Whittle. Thus the building has an
airport/ airplane theme. A very high
emphasis is obviously put on health
and safety. Quite clearly the whole
place has been very thoroughly risk
assessed.
In accordance with their aim to reduce
their environmental impact they
ensure that their incoming lorries are
operated fully laden. The sellers send
their goods, via various couriers, who
then ship full consignments to site,
where they are received at the 22 lorry
bays. The products are checked, bar-
coded, individually packaged if
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necessary and then sent on to the next
stage in the Amazon fulfilment
network. Allesley is unique in the UK
as the only Cross-Dock site; all
shipments to other Amazon sites are
made by road and they deal only with
non-hazardous items, to a maximum
size of 12.5 Kg per item.
Suppliers are encouraged to re-use
packaging as much as possible.
Amazon’s Parcel Identifier Technology
scans the boxes for the sellers’ unique
id sticker and affixes a red label to
indicate identification of the products -
ignoring all other bar-codes from
previous uses of the packaging. The
boxes are opened and checked for
content, damage etc and re-packaged
if required or otherwise placed into
crates for forwarding to different
destinations throughout the UK and
Europe.

Employees work four, 10 hour shifts
per week, they run different shifts over
days and nights. Staff have two
briefings per shift where current
issues, concerns or suggestions are
discussed.
The canteen seats 1,000 and provides
free tea or coffee, subsidised meals
and facilities for staff to prepare their
own food. At peak times of year, when
the site and the rest of the Amazon
network is at its busiest, there could
be thousands of people working at
BHX4, so breaks are staggered.
Staff are provided with a range of
facilities and benefits, including the
required PPE (ear protectors, safety
boots, gloves, safety knives and high
viz jackets). Benefits include private
health and dental care along with an
employee discount scheme. Amazon
will also pay up to 95% of the costs of
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will also pay up to 95%
of the costs of training or
study for a nationally-
recognised qualification
regardless of whether
the training will support
the employee's Amazon
career. Contemplation
Rooms are provided
around the site for those
wishing to use them.
The RME section
(reliability, maintenance
and engineering) is
where the Engineers
and Maintenance team
are based. They currently train 300
apprentices in the UK with the aim to
increase this to 1,000, in relevant
subjects such as technology, IT and
engineering. They are now using the
eighth generation of Amazon fulfilment
technology - all of which has been
developed by Amazon to their specific
requirements.

The company regularly
fund raises for both
local and national
charities, having a
charity committee to
choose which causes to
support. They also run
tours for local schools.
All in all we were
impressed with what we
saw. It is a highly
organised operation
where safety and
concern for their
employees seems to be

a priority, as well as being dedicated
to give back to the local community
where they can
If you fancy having a look round an
Amazon facility, you can book yourself
a tour www.amazon.co.uk/fctours
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We are a diverse group of volunteers
who work with Coventry City Council
to raise the profile of trees and
hedgerows around Coventry and its
environs.
Tree Wardens can get involved in a
wide range of activities and projects.
Whatever time you may have to spare
we will welcome your input. Examples
of our projects include working on
developing Kingsfield Gardens in
Stoke, that are neglected allotments
boasting many beautiful old fruit trees,
to gathering information about local
trees and any issues that may be
arising about their maintenance and
well being.
As well as offering volunteers ongoing
monthly training, we organise events
supporting wildlife and guided walks
in some of our precious woodland
such as Piles Coppice. These
activities are just a sample of what we
do, so if you think you would like to
become a volunteer or would like
more information about our work
please contact us by our website on
trees@ctwn.org.uk
As more and more evidence based
research becomes available regarding
the important influence trees, nature
and green spaces have on our own

health and well being, there is no time
like the present to ensure the
promotion of trees and hedgerows
reaches a wider public audience. It is
with this in mind that the Tree Wardens
are aiming to put together a booklet of
‘Tree Memories’ that we will be able to
use as a fund raising venture to
support our work.
Trees are often monuments to
memories for children and adults
alike. They can fill us with inspiration
and even provide a safe haven.   As
you will be aware trees can provide so
much for us to enjoy, so join us in
celebrating all they give and have
given.
So if you have a memory of a favourite
tree in or around Allesley that is
special to you or a member of your
family and you are willing to share it,
we would love to hear from you.
If you would like to contribute to the
booklet please contact us on
chilvers905@btinternet.com or
024 7644 1604 and we can make
arrangements to get all your details
and information about your tree
memory for the booklet.
We will only use information that you
agree to and your contact details will
not be included in the booklet. If you
have a photograph of your tree that
would be great, if not we will aim to
take a photo of it, if of course the tree
is still standing!!
We look forward to hearing from you



24



25



26

Allesley Park Community Centre, 199 Winsford Ave, Allesley Park
Coventry CV5 9NG - Tel: 024 76715432 or 76715150

Coundon Care at Allesley Park offers affordable Day Care in the local
Community for the older person

Our service is also inclusive of those clients with Dementia (Subject to assessment)

All our staff are qualified and experienced and the environment
is safe and homely

Our service reflects our clients’ needs, interests and hobbies
Afternoon entertainment is included

Monday-Wednesday and Friday
Includes a 2 course lunch and all refreshments

Transport available within a certain radius

For further details please contact Lynne on 76715150 or Nina on 76715432
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Your Local Installer of UPVC
Windows
Doors
Conservatories
Fascia Boards and Guttering

Installing and Repairing Double Glazing
in the Local Area for 27 years

Our New UPVC Windows are the most up to date in
Glazing Technology

Achieving A, B or C Ratings WERS
(Window Energy Rating Scheme)

The Glass Units are designed to keep the Heat in
and the Cold out

Free Estimates  No Salesmen
FENSA Registered

Tel Office 024 7659 3278
Direct Line 0795 6805244

vinnysloyan@virginmedia.com
www.rainbowwindowdesign.co.uk

64, Kingsbury Road, Coundon, Coventry CV6 1PH
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Syria was once one of the most
educated countries in the Middle East
and standards of living were generally
good. Eight years of civil war have
changed everything.
Whilst over five million Syrians fled as
refugees, as many as 13 million Syrians
who stayed are now in need of help. The
need is overwhelming – which is when
Global Care’s long-standing motto
comes alive: “Can’t do everything,
mustn’t do nothing”.
This Christmas, Global Care hopes to
raise £45,000 towards the cost of school
clubs for vulnerable children living in Al
Mleha, a suburb of Damascus which
was on the frontline of fighting for many
years.
Al Mleha is now home to displaced
families from across northern Syria.
Many children are traumatised by their
experiences, including the loss of
parents and other relatives in the fighting
and are living with members of their
extended families in poverty-stricken
settings.
School is a place which should offer
hope for the future – but the Syrian
education system is overstretched,
under-resourced and many children
have yet to set foot in the classroom.
Global Care’s Syrian partners, House of
Hope, are running school clubs twice a
day for 90 particularly needy young
children, in school grades 1-3 (roughly
aged 5-8) at government schools.
These school clubs offer basic literacy
and numeracy and homework support.
The clubs also offer a place of safety,
where traumatised children can receive
therapeutic support.

As need in the area is so high, all
children selected to attend the club have
lost at least one parent, or are living in
circumstances of severe destitution, in
keeping with Global Care’s policy of
caring for the most vulnerable children.
Global Care’s 2019 Christmas Appeal
aims to raise £45,000 towards this sum
– with the help of match funding via the
Big Give Christmas Challenge.
This will put the initiative on a secure
financial footing for more than two years,
allowing Global Care then to look at
supporting other needs within this
vulnerable community.
CEO John White says: “The Syrian crisis
– both inside and outside Syria – is one
of the biggest humanitarian crises the
world has faced in the last decade.
Global Care has been supporting Syrian
refugee children living in Lebanon for
the last six years and we are excited to
be able to extend our support to children
living inside Syria for the first time. Many
of these children have never known what
it is to live in peace and the challenges
they face every day are enormous. It is
our great privilege to be able to help
them, in the hope they will not just
survive but thrive, by offering them
therapeutic support to increase their
wellbeing – essential if any academic
progress is to be made – and the chance
to attain an education, which is every
child’s best hope for a better future.
Please give generously, we are so
grateful for every donation making a
difference to these children’s lives.”
For more information about Global
Care’s Christmas Appeal, please go to
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The Coventry Beekeepers have
had a successful year by and
large, following what turned out to
be a pretty good summer with lots
of warm weather and enough
rainfall to keep the nectar flow
going. The bee colonies at the
Branch Apiary at Ryton Gardens
thrived and were well behaved for
both our monthly members
meetings and the Beekeeping
Taster Day we held for interested
members of the public in
September.
As you may be aware, Garden
Organic have now sold the Ryton
site to Coventry University and
what the implications of this
would be for us were very unclear
for most of the year. We felt we
needed to make contingency
plans to accommodate the bees
in case we were asked to vacate
the site at short notice.
Consequently, we have now
arranged an alternative branch
apiary site at the London Road
Allotments in Coventry and
various members have been
forming working parties to set up
fencing and storage units in
preparation for the new season.

Our winter meetings began in the
church hall in September with a very
successful Honey Show and they will
continue on the third Monday of the
month at 7.30 pm through until the
spring.

For more information have a look at
our website;

http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk/
or contact me directly;

cbka.secretary@wbka.org

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to everyone
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P. McFadden
Decorators

Interior and Exterior
also property repairs

 Over 35 years
Experience

Tel: 02476503377
Mob:07974203229



PGS
DECORATING SERVICES

AND
GENERAL PROPERTY

REPAIRS

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DECORATING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

EXCELLENT STANDARDS OF
WORKMANSHIP

FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 02476 402301

MOB: 07944034940

M. J. Silvera
Painting and Decorating Services

30 Years Experience
Interior and Exterior Work

Private and Commercial
Providing Reliable, Professional Work

Local Tradesmen

024 7659 8403
Mobile 077 2942 0082

31

Any Blood Test requested by your
GP or Consultant (private also) can

be taken at your home or work place

£10 with this Advert

Call
RGN/ Phlebotomist (insured)

Home 024 7640 4870
Mobile 075 3879 0488

No Waiting No Parking Fee/Taxi
No Queuing Urgent Bloods

No Time Lost from Work
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In 1993 the parish boundary between
Allesley and Meriden, near Millisons
Wood, was extended, when a small
area of Allesley was taken into
Meriden and the Solihull MBC. The
area had been home to two industrial
concerns: Keelavite, later Keelavite
Hydraulics Ltd and Triumph
Motorcycles. Well known to Meriden
residents, they provided work for
many villagers and also for people
living in Coventry.
The earlier of the two, Keelavite, was
founded in 1938 on land once used as
drovers’ fields and part of Oaken End
Farm. It is still a Business Park.
The ‘Triumph’ transferred in 1942 from
its Priory Street, Coventry, site when
its premises were destroyed by the
Luftwaffe in the Blitz .

owned by George Keeling
and Francis Levetus produced
machine tools, rotary pumps and
valves. It was on the right hand side of
the Birmingham Road beyond
Pinkett’s Booth.
George Keeling (1901-1976) was a
self-made, Staffordshire man, a miner
from the age of 13 who became a
militant Trades Unionist, losing his
job as a result in the General Strike,
1926. A chance friendship with the
Labour Party minister Hugh
Gaitskell led to his gaining a degree
at the London School of Economics,
after which he married, moved to
Coventry, then Millisons Wood and
finally Meriden House near Meriden
church. The firm underwent vast
changes in the 1950s and 60s

becoming a limited company in 1958
and amalgamating with three other
Coventry firms in the next decade. A
close friend, employed there in 1960s
in a senior office capacity, recalled
that George Keeling knew all his
employees by name and provided a
happy environment, which she
enjoyed for over 20 years. Both
partners encouraged employees to
enjoy sports like cricket, football,
motor and horse racing. Working
conditions were pleasant with a 40
hour week, transport available for
Coventry based workers, an on-site
restaurant and garage.
I can vouch that George was a well-
known, colourful character in Meriden,
caring for the less fortunate in his
employ.
He is buried in Meriden church yard.
His tombstone epitaph summed up
his philosophy of life.
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 initially making motorcycles
of that name and situated almost
opposite ‘Keelavite’, was eventually
re-developed as a smart, private
housing estate adjoining the pre-war
Albert and Grace Roads, Millisons
Wood. The road names reflecting the
names of motorcycles once produced
here. It occupied two fields, Marl pit
Field and White Field, next to
Whaburley Woods.
The Triumph factory
also provided a range
of jobs for local men,
especially from
Meriden, after the
Second World War,
with night shifts
leading to 24 hour
work sessions.

Many oversees visitors, especially
from Japan and USA, came to see its
experiments and copy ideas freely. By
the late 60s the factory could not keep
up with foreign competition and by the
early 1970s its future hung in the
balance. There was a workers’
blockade in 1973 to prevent closure
but 1,700 workers had then been laid
off by Norton Villers chairman Dennis

Poore. For two years between
1973 and 1975 there were
demonstrations with pickets on
the gates, women dressed in
Edwardian costumes carrying a
coffin, flags flying at half-mast
and also a protest at Transport
House, Birmingham. Tony
Wedgwood Benn visited the
factory. Consequently the
government loaned money to
the workers to form the Meriden



Co-operative, buy the factory and
market the motorcycles produced
there. However it was not competitive
and eventually closed in August 1983.
The building was demolished the next
year. The company name and
manufacturing rights were bought and
a new company set up in Hinckley,
Leicestershire in 1988.

A commemorative
pictorial plaque

recalling the factory
site was unveiled in

October 2007.
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These days it is easy to take for
granted our annual travel and ‘flu jabs
and our children’s protection from the
worst diseases but this wasn’t always
so. Who do we have to thank?

The 18th -19th century hero award has
to go to Dr Edward Jenner, (1749-
1823) who "saved more lives than any
other human".
This rural family doctor found world
fame, not just as the “Father of
Immunology” but he was also an
extraordinary polymath. His fervour
established the protocol which
ultimately globally eradicated
smallpox, while his enquiring mind
encompassed hot-air ballooning, the
violin, prose, poetry and bird-study -
notably He was made
Fellow of the Royal Society over the
cuckoo. His interest in natural history
was so adept that Captain Cook
handed him all his specimens from his

first expedition, then invited him along
for the second, ill-fated one, which
Jenner politely declined.
Smallpox, “the speckled monster”,
with blistery “pocks” was called small
to distinguish it from great pox
(syphilis), seen as the greater terror in
medieval times. Yet smallpox was the
truly hideous scourge, killing huge
numbers in 18th century Europe
alone. 400,000 died annually from it,
and one third of the survivors went
blind. Adult fatality was 20-60%,
leaving most survivors with disfiguring
scars.

Before Jenner it was common
knowledge that survivors of smallpox
became immune to the disease. As
early as 430 BC survivors were called
upon to nurse patients. In mediaeval
times many herbal remedies and “cold
treatments”, were used to either treat
or prevent smallpox. Dr Sydenham
(1624-1689) allowed no fire in the
room, leaving the windows
permanently open, drawing the
bedclothes no higher than the
patient’s waist and administering “12
bottles of small beer every 24 hours”.
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The most successful way of fighting
smallpox before Jenner’s discovery of
“vaccination” was inoculation or
“variolation”. This meant
subcutaneous instillation of smallpox
virus into non-immune individuals
who then had a mild form of the
disease, which was definitely not
without risk. Recipients might develop
disseminated smallpox and spread it
to others. Mortality was around 3% -
not ideal.
Would you have your annual ‘flu jab,
if you knew you would get flu-ey from
it that three out of a hundred of
you in Allesley could die as a direct
result of it?
Well, it was better than nothing and
the English aristocrat Lady Mary
Wortley Montague was responsible
for introducing this variolation to
England. In 1715 Lady Montague
herself caught smallpox which
severely disfigured her beauty. Later
she arranged for the inoculation
(variolation) of her two young children
in the presence of physicians of the
Royal Court. Thus word spread to
several members of the royal family
and in 1722 the Princess of Wales’
two daughters were successfully
treated. Thus the procedure gained
general acceptance in England.
In 1757 an eight year old boy was
inoculated with smallpox in
Gloucester, one of thousands in
England that year. It was effective, as
the boy only developed a mild case of
smallpox and was subsequently

immune to the disease. His name was
Edward Jenner.
While successful inoculation
undoubtedly protected from smallpox,
sometimes the inoculated form of the
disease was virulent and certainly all
cases of inoculated variola were as
infectious as the natural variety.
Inoculated people were therefore a
danger to the community. There is no
doubt that they had occasionally
introduced smallpox into towns which
had been free from the natural disease.
By the end of the eighteenth century,
just about the time of Jenner's work,
public opinion was strongly against
continuing variolation. Time was ripe
for "some new thing”.
Aged 13, Jenner overheard a
dairymaid say “I shall never have
smallpox for I have already had
cowpox. I shall never have an ugly
pockmarked face”. It was a local belief
that dairymaids were somehow
protected from smallpox.
Jenner took this on board but it was
not until 1796 that he made his first
step in the long process towards total
eradication of the disease. Until then
others experimented with cowpox
vaccine, and their cases were either
improperly reported or inadequately
followed up. Frances Galton the
philosopher wrote “In science credit
goes to the man who convinces the
world, not the man to whom the idea
first occurs”. Jenner’s thesis was that
cowpox not only protected against
smallpox but it could be transmitted
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one person to another as a deliberate
and safe, risk-free mechanism of
protection. He coined the word
”vaccine” after the Latin for cow,
vacca. On May 14, 1796, using matter

from dairymaid Sarah Nelmes’
cowpox lesions, he inoculated an
eight year-old boy, James Phipps,
who then developed mild fever and
swelling in his armpits.
Nine days later James “felt cold and
still had no appetite”; but next day he
was much better. Two months later
Jenner inoculated him with smallpox
and no smallpox developed. Thus
Jenner concluded protection was
safely .
This was followed by many further
experiments. Everything known about
disease prevention by vaccination, our
understanding of allergy, autoimmune
diseases (like rheumatoid arthritis),
transplantation and AIDS followed
from the fundamental work of Dr
Edward Jenner. Societies and
universities around the world gave him
honorary degrees and membership.
Perhaps the most significant tributes
were the minting of a special medal by
Napoleon in 1804, the gift of a ring by
the Empress of Russia and a string
and belt of Wampum beads and a
certificate of gratitude from the North

American Indian Chiefs. Statues to his
honour were erected as far afield as
Tokyo and London. The latter is now
in Kensington Gardens but was
originally sited in Trafalgar Square.
In The early 19th century the greatest
honour that could be bestowed upon
a scientist was to be elected a Fellow
of the Royal Society (FRS). Jenner
was awarded that distinction in 1789,
not for his smallpox work but for a
paper that explained the nesting
habits of the cuckoo, a bird that had
intrigued philosophers and naturalists
since the days of Aristotle.
The cuckoo parasites other species of
birds during the rearing of its young. It
lays a single egg in the nest of a bird
of another species. The foster-parents
then feed and raise the young cuckoo
as if it were their own. Only the young
cuckoo survives. All eggs and
fledglings belonging to the birds that
built the nest disappear. Jenner
determined to find out why only the
cuckoo survives in each nest. What
Edward Jenner had realised was that
it was not the parent cuckoo that
ejected the foster parents' eggs and
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chicks from the nest, as was
previously believed, but the newly
hatched cuckoo. In its first few days of
life the fledgling bird worked its way
backwards, up the side of the nest,
pushing behind it an egg or young
bird, until this could be thrown from
the nest. It repeated this task until only
it remained in the nest. It therefore
took over the food supply provided
tirelessly by the foster parents.
By dissecting young cuckoos Edward
Jenner discovered that their bodies
are specially provided with a
depression in the back, between the
wings. In this the young bird cups the
objects which it is pushing from the
nest. This depression disappears
before the fledgling cuckoo is 12 days
old. Jenner made many observations
and experiments to support his
hypothesis. His findings remained
contentious until the twentieth century
when naturalist photographers were
able to prove it.
This spring, if you hear the sound of
the cuckoo on the Wedge, think of
Edward Jenner.

It is now 40 years since the World
Health Organization announced the
global eradication of smallpox and the
UK vaccination programme ceased.
Today none of us are protected
against the disease, except perhaps
one young Welsh lad who caught
cowpox last year after feeding calves.
The virus, which is not contagious
from person to person, has all but
disappeared because industrial
farming methods mean fewer people
milk cows by hand. Now it is very rare
in both humans and animals, with feral
cats most likely to catch it from
rodents.
No cause for alarm, then? - except
since the attack on the World Trade
Centre on September 11, 2001 the
threat of biological warfare has re-
emerged and smallpox has been
identified as a possible agent of
bioterrorism.
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High Quality Bespoke Carpentry & Joinery
with over 30 Years’ Experience

Call Matt to discuss your
requirements or follow us on

www.matthewjohnsonjoinery.co.uk
Email: - mattjjoinery@gmail.com

Tel:- 07929309573

Doors
Windows
Stairs
Bespoke Joinery
Plastering

Flooring
Fitted Wardrobes
Repairs & Renovations to
Traditional Sash Windows
General Carpentry
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PETE THE GARDENER
GARDENS MAINTAINED TO YOUR

SPECIFICATIONS

LAWNS CUT
BORDERS MAINTAINED
PATIOS LAID
FENCES ERECTED
DECKING
CONSERVATORIES CLEANED
GARDEN CLEARANCE

FOR A FULL PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

TEL 07944034940
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Mon - Wed 9.0am - 5.45pm
Thurs 9.0am - 6.45pm

Fri 9.0am - 5.45pm
Sat 7.0am - 2.45pm
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We are extremely fortunate to have
had so many willing contributors to
our Parish Magazine, since we
launched the ‘free to your door’, new
look, community version in 2010. The
number and diversity of articles that
are sent for inclusion in our pages is
quite astonishing. Please do keep
them coming!
We know from the lovely feedback we
receive, that this wealth of information
about present day life in Allesley, as
well as its history, people, memories
and wildlife is of very great interest to
many of our readers. We also realise
that the archive of knowledge,
particularly the previously unrecorded
memories that have been shared with
us, forms an irreplaceable record of
our parish’s social history that should

never be lost. The current magazine
and the three previous issues have
always been available to view on All
Saints’ Church web site.
The good news is that now an Archive
has been set up in which every past
issue from Easter 2010 can be found,
together with a regularly updated
index for easier searching. In addition,
all our glorious photos can be seen in
full colour - a luxury we cannot afford
in the paper copy.
Thanks to Shera for performing the
necessary computer magic.
Go to www.allesley-church.org.uk
and click - Menu - Church Life - Parish
Magazine.
p.s. I found it invaluable for finding a
recipe that I remembered as being
particularly good - but forgot to keep!

We do not get to ring quarter peals
very often these days because our
band of ringers is so few in number.
However, with the help of a few
friends, we were able to ring a very
creditable quarter peal of Plain Bob
Doubles on Remembrance Sunday
evening. As an extra treat we rang the
bells half muffled. This is when a
leather pad is strapped to one side of
each of the bell clappers to deaden
the sound, which produces an
ethereal echo effect. Traditionally this
is done for funerals and other times
marking respect and remembrance.
We were delighted to receive several

lovely comments of appreciation from
those who heard us.

 Sunday, 10 November 2019

Rung half-muffled on
Remembrance Sunday
in memory of the fallen

1.  Lesley Grove 4.  Mark Goodman

2.  Anne Jackson 5.  Michael Chester c.

3.  Amanda Slater 6.  David Jackson



On Sunday 17th November I was
privileged to attend the launch of the
first ever ‘Anthology of Sacred Music
by Women Composers’ which took
place at Selwyn College, Cambridge.
I had been invited because the
anthology includes one of my own
compositions, a setting of George
Herbert’s poem ‘The Call’ for SATB
and soprano soloist.
About eighteen months ago a friend of
mine came across an article in the
Church Times which she thought
might interest me. It told of a society
about to compile an anthology of
sacred choral music written by women
and asking composers to submit
works to be considered for
publication. That particular edition of
the Church Times was already a
couple of months old so I assumed I
would have missed the deadline but
sent an email to find out if that was the
case. That was in September (2018)
and having received no reply, I
decided to forget about it. Quite out of
the blue I was contacted in December

and learnt that short-listing would take
place in January, so I could still make
a submission. For the last five years I
have had works performed at the
annual London Festival of
Contemporary Church Music, so I
submitted a couple of pieces
composed for five part choir which
have been performed at that Festival.
Once again I decided it was probably
best to forget about it, knowing they
would receive many submissions from
professional composers. However, on
Maundy Thursday (2019) I received
the news that one of my pieces had
been accepted for publication. ‘The
Call’ was composed during the year I
attended the Manchester Diocese
‘Foundations for Ministry’ course and
I consider it to be one of my most
inspired compositions.
It all began when I was a pupil at St
Christopher’s Junior School and
began playing the recorder at the age
of seven in Mr Warner’s class. I
progressed quickly to the advanced
group and saved my pocket money to
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buy recorder books with snippets of
melodies from works by famous
composers. I became fascinated and
loved composing melodies of my own.
When I transferred to Coundon Court
School I began violin lessons as well
as teaching myself to play the piano,
flute and any instrument I could find in
the music room cupboard. I bought a
score of Mozart’s ‘Eine Kleine
Nachtmusik’ and studied this before
composing my own four movement
string quartet at the age of thirteen.
After my A levels I became a student at
Trinity College of Music, London
where I studied flute, piano and
singing. I continued to compose and
gained a Fellowship diploma in
composition but remained a self-
taught composer as I do to this day.
Throughout my career in education I
composed for the instrumental groups
I conducted, which were mainly youth
orchestras and wind bands.
In retirement I have trained as an
Authorised Lay Minister in the
Manchester Diocese and I now
compose almost entirely church
music.

The ‘launch’ included a reception,
evensong, formal dinner and concert
and I was delighted that my
composition was selected to be
performed at the concert.
George Herbert (1593 – 1633) was an
academic and also a clergyman. I
believe his poem captures the spirit of
Advent.

The Call

Come, my way, my Truth, my life:
Such a Way, as gives us breath:
Such a truth, as ends all strife:
Such a Life, as killeth death.

Come, my Light, my Feast, my
Strength:

Such a Light, as shows a feast:
Such a Feast, as mends in length:

Such a Strength, as makes his guest.

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:
Such a Joy, as none can move:
Such a Love, as none can part:
Such a Heart, as joys in love.
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In September we enjoyed the flower
arrangements produced by Fay. They
were completely ‘Oasis’ free and used
recycled containers. A real learning
curve - thank you.
Four members attended the West
Midlands Annual Council Meeting in
Birmingham, taking part in the
competition to make a wall hanging,
(thank you Julie), depicting the
Seasons. The main speaker was
Mandy Hickson, the first lady fighter
pilot. She gave a brilliant account of
her journey.
In October we heard of Edward VII’s
life and loves, which was well related
by our speaker Mary Bodfish.
Our Christmas craft afternoon was a
great success with members electing
to do one of the various workshops on
offer. These included flower
arrangements, gingerbread/snowmen
(with help from my friend Gail) and
40th celebration cards, all lead by our
own members Yvonne and Celia. Our

visiting crafter from Fillongley Lite W.I.,
Jenny Reynolds, helped members
produce some amazing cards. Many
thanks to her for such a super
workshop.
At the Charity Card Sale we manned
the kitchen, serving refreshments,
which at times was a little chaotic.
Thank you customers for your
patience!
We are now looking forward to
Celebrating 40 years of Allesley
Afternoon W.I. with a dinner at the
Village Hall.
Our first meeting of the new year will
be on Wednesday 8th January 2020,
at the usual time of 1.45pm.
I would like to say thank you to our
hard working committee and also
members for their continued support
through the year.
Good wishes to all our readers for a

Happy, Healthy and Peaceful
Christmas and New Year

Christmas Funny Book Titles and their Authors.....

“Tolstoy”    Warren Pees
“Not worth it”    Robin Banks

“Haunted House”    Hugo First
“Droopy Drawers”    Lucy Lastic

“Just come over me...”    Oliver Sudden
“Keep fallin’ on me ‘ead”    Wayne Dwops

“Calamity on the cliff”    Eileen Dover
“Cutting it Fine”    Moses Lawn

“Er....”    Howard I. Know

Thanks to Michael Downing for sharing.......
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Tipsy Tart
Great alternative to the traditional Christmas pudding

       Ingredients:
125g/5oz chopped dates

       120ml boiling water
       5ml bicarbonate of soda
       125g/5oz sugar
       25g/1oz margarine
       1 egg lightly beaten
       175g/7oz plain flour
       10g baking power
       Pinch of salt
       100g/4oz pecan nuts chopped

Sauce
       175g/7oz sugar
       120ml water
       60ml Brandy
       10g/1oz butter
       Few drops vanilla essence

Decoration
   100g/4oz pecan nuts chopped

Method:
 1. Place dates in mixing bowl pour over boiling water.
 2. Add bicarbonate of soda and stir.
 3. Cream margarine and sugar and add beaten egg beat together well.
4. Sift flour, baking powder and salt together.

 5. Fold date and flour mixture alternately to butter mix and finally add nuts.
 6. Spoon the mixture into an oven proof dish.
 7. Bake 40-50 minutes in a medium hot oven.

Sauce:
       Put all ingredients together and boil for 5 minutes. Pour boiling sauce over
tart as soon as it comes out of the oven. Leave to cool, decorate with chopped
nuts and/or cream as you desire.

Can be eaten hot or cold

Allesley Country Market wishes you all a very Merry Christmas
and looks forward to seeing you in the New Year!!!!!

Allesley Country Market at Allesley Village Hall,
open every Wednesday 10.00-11.30 am, admission free.

Please contact: 02476 334 210 or 07859 230 237.
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After our fantastic ‘TV Themed Festival’ in
2019, we held our Presentation Evening,
on Monday 18th November at The Jaguar
Social Club (who we thank for the use of
their facilities) - an enjoyable evening was
had by all. We had the pleasure of inviting
the recipients of our charity donations - this
year, a massive £9,500. Our chosen
charities, alongside other guests and
those from our community, enjoyed our
very sociable evening. It is most interesting
to hear from our charities about the work
they do and the impact of our donations. A
wonderful side effect of the evening was
the charities connecting with several new
projects creating wider community links.
You will see below a very large proportion
of our donations this year have been re-
invested to our own village’s needs. The
remainder has been split between City
based charities that cover a breadth of
beneficiaries. We have retained some
funds to buy new and replenish some of
our old bunting, amongst other purchases.

Each member of our committee was
individually thanked for their hard work

over the past three years that we have
been together. We have built strong
community links within Allesley and feel
that we are now reaping the benefits.

We once again thank Allesley Primary
School, All Saints’ Church, Allesley,
Allesley Village Hall, Brown’s Lane Garage
and Stores, Allesley Village Post Office and
1st Coventry Air Scouts. We also offer our
thanks to all who donated lots, advertised
in our magazine, sponsored events or
helped in any way both during and before
our Festival. Most of all, we would like to
thank all of you in the community for your
support throughout festival week. This
enables us to donate so generously on
your behalf to our chosen charities.
Community spirit really did make our
Festival have the ‘ ’!

 dates are

and the theme will be
We all look forward to seeing you all

again next year
Please follow us on our Facebook page

#AllesleyFestival or contact me on
 077 4595 4386 or

carol@allesleyfestival.co.uk



49

Mites and Minders is a group for babies, pre-school
children and their parents / guardians /carers.
We start each session with free play, including a new
baby area, kitchen role play, craft activity and a
time for the adults to catch up, make new friends
and enjoy coffee and  biscuits. This is followed by a
snack time for the children before we finish with an
interactive song session.

Whether you are a regular, you come along occasionally or you have never been
before, you will receive a warm welcome.

Wednesdays  9.30 am - 11.00 am. [term time]
All Saints, Allesley, Church Hall

£2 for one adult and one child and then 50p for each additional child or adult
first session free

For more information email
allesleychurch@gmail.com

allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com
Facebook: All Saints Mites and Minders

All Saints Mites and Minders
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As we come to celebrate the festive
season,  which of the following
traditions do you know of, or continue
to celebrate, as we would have done
when Allesley was a truly rural parish?

This is an informal term in Anglican
churches for the last Sunday before
the season of Advent. It gets its name
from the beginning of the collect for
the day in the Book of Common
Prayer, which begins with the words,
"

".
As the Christmas pudding needs to
kept for several weeks to mature, the
day became connected with the
preparation of puddings in readiness
for  Christmas. Supposedly, cooks,
wives and their servants would go to
church, hear these words and be
reminded it was about time to start
stirring up the puddings for Christmas.
Everyone in the household had to take
a turn to stir the pudding mix in an
easterly to westerly direction (as the
Wise Men came from the east) and
make a special wish for the year
ahead. In some households, silver
coins were added to the pudding mix
and it is believed finding a coin brings
good luck.

Do you still make your own Christmas
pudding, and if so, do you and your
family celebrate Stir-up Sunday and
include silver coins in the pudding?

An old Germanic word for a winter
festival between December and
January, which was originally a way to
commemorate the winter solstice (the
shortest day and longest night of the
year. It originates from the word ‘yule’
meaning ‘the Christmas season’ and
‘tid’ or ‘tide’ meaning ‘a point or period
of time’. Later, Yule referred to the
12-day holiday associated with the
Feast of the Nativity, after the
widespread adoption of Christianity
through Northern Europe. The
common Yuletide customs of
decorating an evergreen tree and
giving gifts are now incorporated into
Christmas.
Before central heating, an open fire
was important as it gave warmth and
light. A Christmas tradition was to
prepare a huge log (normally oak -
and known as a Yule Log) for burning
and bring it in on Christmas Eve to be
lit from a small remnant of the previous
year’s Yule Log. It was meant to
symbolise the passing of an old year
into a new one, with the promise of
hope and happiness. If the fireplace
was sufficiently large enough, the log
might burn until Twelfth night and was
considered to be a sign of forthcoming
luck. If it went out, it was a sign of bad
luck to come. If you have an open fire
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sufficiently large enough, do you bring
in a Yule Log to burn over Christmas?
If so, don’t throw out the ashes on
Christmas Day, as this is supposed to
be unlucky. As they are full of potash,
keep them to dress your plants. If you
don’t have an open fire, do you have a
Yuletide Log made from chocolate
cake instead?

Also associated with Yuletide is the
tradition of . It is a very
ancient custom coming from the
Anglo-Saxon phrase 'waeshael',
which means 'good health'. Originally,
the  wassail  was a drink made of
mulled ale, curdled cream, roasted
apples, eggs, cloves, ginger, nutmeg
and sugar and held in a special bowl.
Wassailing was traditionally done on
New Year's Eve and Twelfth Night.
Later on, the wassail bowl was carried

around so everyone could join in the
celebrations. Wassailers would also
visit houses to sing songs for which
they expected to be paid, rather like
carol singers today. In years past, All
Saints’ Bell Ringers went out round the
parish with handbells, finally making
their way back to The Rainbow Inn.
Perhaps this was their form of
wassailing and they anticipated to be
given ale in return for their ringing!

Whilst we all know this as the annual
commemoration of the birth of Jesus
Christ, are you aware that in Allesley
up until the early 1960s, it was a
tradition for a sheaf of corn (saved
from the Harvest Festival), alongside a
dish of water to be placed outside the
porch of All Saints’ as a sort of
Christmas dinner for the birds? The
sheaf was left outside until all the corn
was gone. This link between Church
and the natural world of God’s
creatures has sadly been forgotten in
recent times.
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Dating back to Medieval times and
held on 5 January, this was a time of
celebration to mark the end of winter,
which started on Halloween. A special
rich fruit cake was made to be eaten
and contained two tokens (one for a
man and one for a women) and
whoever found them became the
'King' and 'Queen' of the Twelfth Night
party.
I doubt Twelfth Night is celebrated like
this today, but do you still continue the
tradition of taking your Christmas
decorations down on 6 January (the
day following Twelfth Night)?

This is the first Monday after Epiphany
and is the traditional start of the
English agricultural year, when
ploughmen returned to the fields to
prepare for the Spring crops. The day
before Plough Monday is sometimes
referred to as Plough Sunday. The
Church of England still have forms of
prayer for the blessing of a plough
and seed, to be incorporated into
services on Plough Sunday. I
wonder when this stopped being
practised in our Parish?

This carried into the winter period as it
was used to predict not just for the
winter period itself, but also the
forthcoming year.

When the night sky is clear, Earth’s
surface cools rapidly; there is no cloud
cover to keep the heat in. If the night is
clear enough to see the Moon and the
temperature drops enough, frost will
form. Expect a chilly morning!

A very cold December with plenty of
frosts is supposed to foretell an early
Spring.

Candlemas day is on 2 February and
it’s one of those proverbs, like many in
folklore which tries to predict the future
based on that one day’s weather.

A popular saying and one which I
remember hearing my Father saying.
This is saying if the weather is bad at
the start of the month we’ll have better
weather at the end and that the
opposite is also true.
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Families played a big part in late
summer activities with large numbers
supporting the last market in October.
We pressed juice from our supply of
apples, dug heritage carrots and
displayed a colourful selection of
pumpkins. Some near perfect
parsnips took some digging out with
the longest of roots reaching deep into
the earth.
While Peter Rabbit was probably the
most popular family activity of the year
we set up another trail for the last
market when children’s knowledge of
pantomimes of old were tested to the
full. Gardeners are now clearing the
plots, adding large quantities of dying

foliage and stems from this year’s
crops to the compost bins. We
continue to collect kitchen waste from
Allesley Hall and this helps to balance
the green needs of the compost bin
against the brown, carbon rich
material – woody prunings, spent
annual plants, cardboard and the like.
The wormery continues to thrive
having produced many bags of rich,
dark, crumbly and sweet smelling
compost. As the worms become less
active in wintertime their food supply
has been wound down.
We made a start on the foundation for
the pavilion, but this is on hold for now
as we found out late in the day that we

needed further permissions
from the council, including the
transportation of materials
across council land. The
building itself is in storage
pending the necessary
paperwork to be issued.

Our winter programme starts
with wassailing in our recently
planted orchard on January 11
and Simon Watts with one of his
wild allotment presentations on
March 13.

We thank the hundreds who
have supported the events
through the 2019 season and
look forward to meeting you all
at our events in 2020.
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We were delighted to welcome so
many local residents to our
community event in early November. It
was a great opportunity to provide up
to date information around the Natural
Flood Management project and also
the wider scheme in Allesley.
Presentations by Coventry City
Council, the Environment Agency and
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust were all
well attended by interested visitors
and there was also lots of useful
discussions with information shared
and various activities arising as a
result. For anyone who missed the
event, the presentations will be

available shortly on the projects web
page below.
A week after the meeting we
experienced nationally one of the most
intense periods of rainfall for several
years. Above Allesley the already
saturated land was slow to accept
more rainfall and the river level rose
dramatically. Whilst a nervous time for
residents this was a great opportunity
for me to walk the water courses and
see how the water moves through the
landscape when rainfall reaches these
peak levels. A great deal of information
was gathered and this will be used to
best direct efforts to make the greatest
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difference in reducing frequency and
impact of flooding.
In the last couple of months,
contractors have been at work
creating further Natural Flood
Management features with a new
retention pool and the modification of
another existing pool both at
Slashpitts Farm. The changes to the
existing pool and the new pool both
create additional capacity for water to
be held until levels recede and return
to normal in the river catchment.
In addition, a large area of channel
side grassland has been fenced to
exclude livestock, this will allow the
further growth of vegetation in the area
acting as a buffer and a sponge, again
holding water back in times of heavy
rainfall. All of these projects have been
funded by the Natural Flood
Management project and supported
by the generous hosting of the local
farmer.
Over the next few months there will be
further works including the installation
of more leaky barriers in the ditches.
These will slow water as it progresses
down the valley whilst encouraging

the channels to hold water at full
capacity. Extensive tree and
hedgerow planting is also scheduled
as well and ongoing monitoring and
maintenance of the existing features.
More landowner engagement is
ongoing and many more works being
planned to be delivered next year.
Whilst each intervention may only hold
back a modest amount of water the
effects are cumulative and combine to
have a significant impact. We hope
that the Upper Sherbourne Natural
Flood Management project can
replicate the success seen by other
projects nationally and make a
difference.

To find out more or to get involved
contact:

The Wildlife Trust’s Wetland Officer
Nick Martin –

nick.martin@wkwt.org.uk or
078 1086 3177

visit the project page at
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/SherbourneFRM
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Our 60th anniversary production of
 in October was a huge

success. The corks were definitely
popping at the after play party!
Many congratulations to Director
David Healey and his amazing cast
who pulled off this challenging play
with style and to great acclaim. The
scenery and wardrobe teams also
deserve special mention for their skill
in bringing the period to life.
Our February production will be

 described as a comic and
touching play by Alan Ayckbourn. The
cast includes Juliana Swain, Dave
Collins, Jayne Ball, Aran Eardley,
Elizabeth Moore and Bill Parkinson.
It’s Christmas and Beth Timms is
mourning the recent death of her
husband Gordon. Sister in law Connie
and son Martin have come to stay
determined to ensure she has a stress
free time. However, as all Ayckbourn

fans know, nothing is ever
straightforward in one of his plays. The
arrival of Martin’s girlfriend, Ella, and
local vicar David complicate matters,
as does the appearance of an
unexpected guest.

Directed by Yvonne & Dave Collins
will run from

 at .
Performances start promptly at

7.30pm
Our will open on

on .
Tickets remain at £7 and £6

concessions
Thank you for your consistent support
over the years and we look forward to
entertaining you again in 2020.
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All Saints Rector Revd Canon Miles Baker 024 7640 2006

All Saints Church Administrator
Mon - Thurs 9.00 - 12.00 noon

Alison Glover allesleychurch@gmail.com
024 7640 2006

All Saints Churchwardens Paul Payne 024 7640 2017

All Saints Bell Ringers Mike Chester 024 7640 2067

All Saints Children & Youth
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Lesley Borrell
Children & Families Leader

079 5408 0575

All Saints Church Hall Bookings
Mon - Thurs 9.00 - 12.00 noon

Alison Glover 024 7640 2006
allsaintshallbookings@gmail.com

All Saints Churchyard Tidy Michael Jones 024 7669 2734

All Saints Home Communion Cynthia Nash 024 7640 2295

All Saints Mainly Music
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Lesley Borrell
Children & Families Leader

079 5408 0575

All Saints PCC Secretary Yelena Williams 024 7659 3546

All Saints PCC Treasurer Marie Hudson 024 7640 2295

All Saints Small Groups Brenda Wood 024 7640 7345

All Saints Readers Colin and Fey Holtum 024 7672 9996

All Saints Verger Angela Taylor 024 7640 4032

Allesley Afternoon W I Jackie Staveley 024 7640 3729

ACW Conservation Society Jan Burton 024 7640 7480

Allesley Country Market Judit Naughton 024 7633 4210

Allesley Community of
Reconciliation

Don Lindon 024 7640 2680

Allesley Cricket Club Bob Tomlinson 077 7844 4559

Allesley Festival Carol Knee 024 7640 4653

Allesley Flower Arrangers Jackie Ellison 024 7640 3152

Allesley Parish       Chairman
Council                          Clerk

Cllr. L. Swann
Jane Chatterton

clerk.allesleypc@outlook.
com

Allesley Reading Group Elizabeth Draper 024 7640 2030
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Allesley Village Hall Bookings Elaine Lenton 024 7640 3312

Allesley Village Surgery 163, Birmingham Road 024 7640 2332

Age Concern Friendship Group Lesley Grove 024 7640 2067

Beavers Darren Male 079 6887 1859

Bereavement Care Group Barbara Green 024 7659 6263

Celtica Irish Dancing School Maggie Gallagher 079 5029 1350

Church of Jerusalem Len mdue4sho@googlemail.com

Coventry Archaeological Society Louise Dodd www.covarch.co.uk covarchweb@yahoo.co.uk

Crimestoppers crimestoppers-uk.org 0800 555 111

Dogs Flyball sadehampson@gmail.com 077 9068 0943

Flytipping/Potholes (to Report) coventrydirect@coventry.gov.uk 0500 834 333

Girl’s Brigade Jacquie Kettell 077 3225 9327

Melody Makers Pauline Sutherland 024 7641 1850

Mites and Minders Toddler Group
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Lesley Borrell
Children & Families Leader

079 5408 0575

Pilates (Monday) Lisa Reid 079 9942 5526

Pilates (Scout Hut) Sam Blythe 078 1486 9818

Police (Non-Emergency) Ask for Neighbourhood Team - 101 x 831 6300

Police. Bablake and Sherbourne
Neighbourhood Policing Team
earlsdon@west-
midlands.pnn.police.uk

twitter.com/@coventrypolice
facebook.com/coventrypolice
Youtube.com/westmidlandspoli
ce

In case of
Emergency
always dial

999

Public Enforcement Team- Noise Office hours 0500 834 333 024 7683 2222 w/e

56th Rainbow Guides Donna Roberts 079 2201 2130

Rummikub Mavis Jeffery 024 7640 3797

Saints Drama Society Pam Barnes 024 7640 2309

Scout Group
1st Coventry (Allesley Village)

Darren Male
gsl1stcoventry@gmail.com

079 6887 1859

Shaolin Kung Fu & Kick Boxing Asa Darlaston 079 0021 0849

Slimming World Rebecca Taylor 077 3307 6778
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All Saints Mainly Music
‘… connecting with families of young
children within local communities.’
Fun, interactive music sessions for pre-
school children and their parents/
guardians /carers to enjoy together.
Young children are introduced to music,
whilst families enjoy fellowship and
through Mainly Music’s five key values:
Creativity, Connection, Generosity,
Celebration and Honour have an
opportunity to  encounter God’s love.
The music session itself lasts for about
30 minutes and is followed by a time of
free play for the children and fellowship
and refreshments for the  adults.
Whether you are a regular, you come
along occasionally or you have never been
before, just bring your family along and
you will receive a warm welcome.

For more information contact Lesley
on  079 5408 0575

email: allesleychurch@gmail.com
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

or
 Facebook - All Saints Mainly Music

We meet term time
 on Saturday Mornings

[including the first Saturday of half terms]
from

9.30 am - 10.45 am
in

All Saints, Allesley, Church Hall
 CV5 9EQ

[just off Birmingham road]
First session free,

then £3 per family /session

As a result of several generous
donations, a very sucessful BBQ with
Fireworks evening, on 2nd November
and the ongoing collection of five
pence pieces and other coins by
members of the Allesley Community
and All Saints Church…...
I am very pleased to report that we
have raised another £1,456.95
towards the building of the Health
Centre. Work on securing the building
has begun with the hope that two
rooms can be made ready for nurses
to be based at the Health Centre by
the start of the new year. Meanwhile
we continue our fundraising efforts to
complete the building work.



for pre-school children,
on Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.00 am

with toys, craft and drinks

for pre-school children
on Saturday mornings from 9.30 - 10.30 am

with songs, play time and drinks

for all ages @ 10.00 am lively family service
with Bible stories, craft, games....

for 7 - 11 year olds
on the 1st and 3rd Friday of the month from

7.15 - 8.45 pm
with games, Bible story and craft

for more information email the Children and
Families Leader, Lesley Borrell, at
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John Stanley King 75 (ashes) 20 January 2019
Malcolm Derek Malone 59 (ashes) 22 June 2019
Morris Charles Victor Buer 90 (ashes) 31 July 2019
Valerie Morris 76 29 September 2019
Brian Ingram 83 07 October 2019
Gordon Frank Clarke 81 19 October 2019
Eileen Wilson 89 20 October 2019
June Margaret Babb 83 25 October 2019

Are you unable to come to church and
would like to take Holy Communion?
One of our church visitors would be

happy to bring Holy Communion to you
in your home each month.

To arrange a visit, please contact
Alison Glover, Church Administrator

at the church office on 76402006
(Monday - Thursday 9 am - 12 noon)

.

Sophia Charlotte Broughton 22 September 2019
Tommy Michael Wilkinson 29 September 2019
Crystabel Iho Ayo Oladele 24 November 2019

Would you like someone to pray for you, a family
member, a friend, a neighbour, someone at work, a

difficult situation. Then email us at
prayer.requests@allesley-church.org.uk

or pop into the Good Honest Food Company Café
in Gardenia Drive and put your request into the

Prayer Request envelope on the Community Notice
Board. You do not need to provide a lot of details

just the name of the person and what the prayer is for -
healing, comfort, strength, patience, wisdom.



60Specimens from the Bree Butterfly Collection


