
The Gift of Peace 

Peace – how we all crave it.  

Promises of peace are continually sort and institutions work hard for it. 

Neville Chamberlain promised, “Peace in our time”, and then we entered 

the 2nd World War. 

Today at 11.00am we pause to remember the end of the 1st World War 

exactly 100 years ago, and think of the 16 million or more lives lost in the 

War to end all wars. As a result of that war the League of Nations was 

formed to help ensure lasting peace. But before the next generation, 

born to replace all those lost between 1914 and 1918 had even grown 

up, the world was at war again. This time over 60 million people lost their 

lives.  

Even with the United Nations the world has continued to have armed 

conflicts going on. Viet Nam, the Korean War, Afghanistan, Iran, even 

the Cold War. The list goes on and on. 

A report by the Institute for Economics and Peace found that there are 

only ten countries in the world not currently embroiled in some sort of 

war or conflict. 

There are various lists of countries at war. War is defined as conflicts in 

which 1000+ people are killed in a year. One site using this data reports 

that there are 10 countries engaging in battles internally or with a 

neighbour. Another says since 1994, 31 countries have been involved in 

armed conflict, some of which are still happening. 

Where is the gift of peace?  

What do we mean by ‘Peace’. Is it just the absence of armed conflict? 

Some times in the UK we regard ourselves as being at peace because 

no armed conflict is happening within our shores, or with our direct 

neighbours. But our armed forces are on ‘Peace keeping missions’ 

around the world and soldiers are dying daily. As well as this, there are 

still all those internal issues that rob our peace. The war against crime, 

the war against poverty, the class war. Family conflict. 

Parents ask it of their children, “Oh, give us a bit of peace, do.” 

With all these thoughts on this Remembrance Sunday what does our 

Christian faith have to teach us about Peace? 



The word translated ‘peace’ in the Bible is ‘shalom’ and this has a much 

deeper meaning than an absence of armed conflict. It means 

‘completeness’, ‘soundness’, ‘well-being’, when one person is in 

harmony with another. It can also mean material and spiritual well-being 

and physical safety. Shalom is only ever associated with truth and 

righteousness and not with wickedness.  

This was the peace the angels proclaimed at the birth of Christ. This was 

the peace that Jesus promised the disciples in John’s Gospel 14:27 

when he said,” Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give 

to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not 

be afraid.” And it’s the same peace that Peter, quoting from the Psalm 

34, is asking us to pursue in our reading this morning…… 

“They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and 

pursue it”. 

Peter was writing to a church that was already suffering persecution and, 

it was believed, was about to undergo even harder oppression. He 

encourages them in this letter to live the lives of true disciples in order 

that they can experience that holy peace that Christ promises. If you live 

righteously then whatever external pressures you experience you will 

know the peace of Christ that passes all understanding. Peace and 

persecution? It’s a strange mixture, and not the sort of peace the world 

understands (Testimony – Stuck in Haruma!) 

Although He promised the disciples peace he also warned them that the 

world was not going to experience that peace until He, the Prince of 

Peace, returns at the end of time. Until then, He says, there will be wars 

and rumours of wars (Matthew 24:6). 

How can we experience this gift of peace now, this shalom that Christ 

promised?  It seems to me there are three steps we must take. 

1. Peace with God. 

We recognise that every one of us continues to do things wrong 

and this puts us at enmity with God. Because of Jesus being 

willing to die as a sacrifice to pay the price of all our sins we can 

be restored to fellowship with God if we accept that free gift of 

salvation. Without accepting Christ as our saviour there can be no 

chance of inner peace. As Philippians 4:7 says: And the peace of 

God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 



2. Peace with each other. 

Part of Jesus’ saving work was to enable us to live with, and love, 

one another. In our reading Peter gives us some directions on 

what that will look like. 

a. Be like-minded, he says. This doesn’t mean we will always 

agree over everything, but it does mean that we should be 

united in key issues like reaching out for the vision that God 

places before us as a church. For instance, we might argue 

the about the methods, but we should be like-minded in 

tackling our church’s Growth Action Plan where we aim to 

bless the community and be active around the parish in 

sharing the love and grace of Jesus with every one, enabling 

them to develop their own relationship with Him. 

b. Peter then says Be sympathetic. This means we need to be 

gentle with one another. All of us are disciples on a journey. 

None of us have got it all sorted out and we will make 

mistakes. We need to have real relationships where we know 

each other’s stories and are not critical of each other. In 

Kenya we regularly came across a saying; Don’t criticise the 

way a person walks until you’ve tried walking in their shoes. 

c. Love one another. In John's gospel, Jesus gives us the gift of 

another commandment to follow. He commands us “Love 

one another as I have loved you”. This isn’t an emotional sort 

of love but the word used means to serve one another. If we 

are to experience that inner peace Jesus promises we have 

to begin really serving one another in the same way He loved 

us. Listening to one another, preferring the other’s ideas over 

our own. It isn’t easy but it’s the way of obedience and the 

way to inner peace. 

d. Be compassionate and humble. Again we have this idea of 

understanding one another and not putting ourselves higher 

than others. God has shown each one of us His compassion, 

His mercy, and we are to reflect that in our dealings with one 

another. 

e. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the 

contrary, repay evil with blessing. In today’s digital world 

where instant insults can be broadcast for many to see, and 

where unthought-out replies can escalate conflict with a push 

of the send button, we do well to heed this instruction for 

deflecting criticism. 



And what do we do if, after all this, we fail to truly love one 

another? Well, the church has provided a way. In the 

Communion Service when we share the Peace we should 

remember it was originally intended to provide a point where 

anyone who has a grievance with another should seek to be 

reconciled before going up for communion. Now it appears to 

be a time of mutual greeting and encouragement, but if there 

are issues between any of you no one would notice acts of 

mutual contrition going on, so perhaps we should use the 

opportunity to repair fellowship and gain once more that 

shalom that Jesus promises. 

  

3. Peace with our neighbour. 

From Old Testament times God has commanded us to “Love 

our neighbours” and there are lots of guidelines that are 

given to help us. Deuteronomy 27:17 - ‘Cursed is anyone 

who moves their neighbour’s boundary stone.’  Nowadays 

Land Registration takes care of that for most of us but we 

can still do all we can to create harmony with those living 

near in us. My next-door neighbour, Mick, decided to put up 

new fencing on the two boundaries that were his. This still 

left my fence which separated our two gardens. Mick came 

round and asked if I would consider renewing my fence and 

even offered to pay a contribution towards my costs. It was 

easy for me to agree to having the fence renewed, and since 

that time we have become much closer friends. We need to 

find creative ways of promoting harmony in our community. 

When Jesus sent disciples out into the community, he 

instructed them to pray peace on the houses of those who 

received them graciously. It’s a custom we would do well to 

emulate when we visit people. Jesus said, “Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be known as children of God” 

So, on a day when we remember the sacrifice made by so many in 

order to hopefully bring about peace, maybe we can also take action 

to obtain that deep inner peace that Jesus has gifted us. Let’s ensure 

we are loving God with everything we have, loving our neighbours, 

and loving one another. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+27:17&version=NIVUK


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


