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In May this year, the world gasped as Prince Harry and his bride, Meghan
Markle, walked up the majestic aisle of St George’s Chapel in Windsor
Castle. The beauty of this ancient ceremony, intertwined with
contemporary twists, showed the elegant realities of a church wedding.

 All Saints, Allesley, is a stunning traditional church
that offers a unique venue for a wedding service. It combines the timeless
architecture of a beautiful English church with modern conveniences.

 You do not need to go to church or be baptised/christened
          to get married in church.
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 The service can be personalised to make it special to you.
 Living in the parish is not the only “qualifying connection”

         that allows you to get married in church.

You can get married at All Saints if you or your parents have lived in the
parish or if you were baptised (christened) in the church.  For a full list of
qualifying connections visit… https://www.yourchurchwedding.org/

This year, the cost of a wedding with an organist, verger and bellringing
is £754.

If you would like to discuss the possibilities of getting married at the
beautiful parish church of All Saints, call the Church Office on 02476
402006 or email allesleychurch@gmail.com
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Garden Centre:  March-Oct, 9.00-5.00 Mon-Sat, 10-4 Sun, Nov-Feb, 9.00-4.30 Mon-Sat, 10-4 Sun

Coffee Shop open 9.30-3.30 Mon-Sat    10.30-3.00 Sun
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Every Sunday                8.00 am
                                     10.00 am
                                       6.00 pm

Holy Communion
Informal Sunday Worship
Evensong or Communion

All Saints Church

Tuesday to Friday          9.15 am Morning Prayer All Saints Church

3rd Wednesday            10.30 am Holy Communion All Saints Church

Every Sunday    12.00 - 4.00 pm Church of Jerusalem Scout Hut

Every Monday                7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics Village Hall

Every Monday  08.45 - 11.30 am Slimming World Scout Hut

Every Monday  12.30 - 13.30 am Pilates Scout Hut

Every Monday      5.30 - 6.45 pm
                             7.00 - 8.30 pm

Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts

Scout Hut

1st Monday          1.30 - 3.00 pm Rummikub Church Hall

Every except 3rd Mon.  7.00 pm Pilates Church Hall

3rd Monday (winter)      7.30 pm Coventry Beekeepers Church Hall

Every Tuesday               7.30 pm Melody Makers Church Hall

Every Tuesday     7.30 - 9.00 pm Bell Ringing Practice Church Bell Tower

Every Tuesday               5.15 pm Brownies Village Hall

Every Tuesday     5.00 - 5.30 pm
                             5.30 - 6.00 pm
                             6.00 - 6.30 pm

Ltl. Dragons Kung Fu 3-6yr
Freestyle Kung Fu 7-10 yrs
Kick Boxing 8 years - adult

Scout Hut

First Tuesday morning & other
times - please check at Cafe

Cuppa with a Copper
or a Councillor

Good Honest Food
Company Cafe

1st Wednesday              1.45 pm Afternoon WI Village Hall

Wednesday      10.00 - 11.30 am Allesley Country Market Village Hall

Wed. Term Time 9.30 - 11.0  am Mites and Minders Church Hall

Every Wednesday 4.30 -7.15 pm Irish Dancing     4-16 years Scout Hut

Every Wednesday 7.30 -8.30 pm Pilates Scout Hut

1st Thursday                10.30 am Allesley Friendship Group Church Hall

Every Thursday 12.30- 13.30 pm Pilates Scout Hut

Every Thursday              7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics Village Hall

Every Thursday              3.00 pm Allesley Literature Class Church Hall

Every Thursday              7.00 pm Allesley Flower Arrangers Jaguar Social Club

Every Thursday    7.00 - 9.00 pm Scouts Scout Hut
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Every Friday                 10.30 am Bereavement Care Group Church Hall

Every Friday                   5.00 pm Rainbows Church Hall

Fridays 6.15 - 7.45 pm
In Term Time       7.45 - 9.15 pm

Girls’ Brigade       5 -14 yrs
                              14+ yrs

Queens Road Baptist
Church

Every Saturday    9.00 - 1.00 pm Available for hire to clubs Scout Hut

Saturday in Term Time  9.30 am Mainly Music Church Hall

Saturday pm &
Sundays

Available for children’s
Party Hire

Scout Hut

is published three times a year. It is printed on part-recycled paper and over
3,800 copies of each issue are delivered free to all homes in Allesley Parish.
This and past copies can be viewed in colour on www.allesley-church.org.uk

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial team.
The editors cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information submitted
for publication or the quality of the services offered by our advertisers.

Your views, comments and contributions are always welcome.
Special thanks to our proof reader Juliet Amery.

Editorial Team:
Amanda Slater 024 7664 0019 pikerslanefarm@btopenworld.com

Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

Full details of all services and other events can always be found in the
weekly church bulletin on www.allesley-church.org.uk

Colour per Issue: Whole Page £90
Black & White per Issue: Whole Page £60  Half Page £30  Quarter Page £15

Contact Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

To all our volunteer magazine distributors
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In order to make up the batches of
magazines for delivery by our kind
volunteers, I need a good supply of
spare boxes. To date I have been
supplied, more that adequately from
my daughter’s workplace, with A4
copy paper boxes, which are perfect
for the job. However her office have
made a major change towards
paperless working and my box supply
has therefore dried up.
If my distributors, after delivering their
magazines, find that their boxes are
still useable please could they be

returned to me. I can collect them
when I bring the batches of magazines
to your doors or they can be left at
church, labelled for my attention.
Alternatively they can be left at the
bottom of the bell tower stairs if the
door is open.
If anyone else has access to unwanted
A4 sized boxes I would be most happy
to collect them or you could get them
to me by the above route.

With very many thanks,
Amanda Slater

Following on from the article about
Craven in the Easter issue of Allesley
Parish Magazine, I remember when
Coundon Wedge Drive was being
constructed back in the 1990’s. All
work ground to a halt when Craven’s
headstone was discovered.
Who was this character ‘Craven’?
Was he some poor individual who had
died in suspicious circumstances and
had been buried surreptitiously in
unconsecrated ground?
There was talk of exhuming the
remains for examination and then re-
interring them somewhere more
appropriate. No doubt to the great
relief of the construction company,
someone came forward to explain that
it was a donkey’s grave and work on
the road was allowed to continue.

So it seems that Craven had the last
laugh or should I say bray!
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When parents spill the beans about
the life they led before you were born,
reading about it afterwards you
somehow share an intimacy with their
gaze into the past, almost as if you
were there. Delusional, of course,
because you were not even thought of.
24 years after his death, I am re-
reading Dad’s little book of war
memoirs “Padre with the Para 1942-5”
- once again it is hard to keep a dry eye.
A young Anglican parson of 29,
Edward Downing enlisted in the Army
on the outbreak of WWII as a Padre
(chaplain) with the Royal Artillery first,
then the Royal Engineers. In 1942 he
transferred to the Parachute Regiment
and began training with them. As far
as I know he was excused hand-to-
hand fighting and throat-slitting but
had to prove he was reasonably fit. He
did his required seven jumps from an
old Whitley bomber over Manchester
Ringway airport, earning him his
“Wings”, proudly sewn onto the right
shoulder with his own “hussif” (sewing
kit”).

It inspired perhaps the greatest
wartime Para song:

…sung to the tune of “Knees up
Mother Brown”.
(P.S. This explained the curious
rubber ring around the top of the first
paratrooper helmets, designed to
minimise cranial injury from ‘Ringing
the Bell’, among other things)
You may think “Well, if he didn’t train
to fight and kill and he couldn’t carry a
gun,
I think it goes deeper than “You don’t
get many atheists in a slit trench”.
He was basically a priest, of course,
so I think the job was to foster in his
“boys” a “Love Thy Neighbour”
attitude, ie. loyalty, trust, comradeship
and compassion - crucial in a band of
fighters. It was also inspire in them
that what they were doing was right in
God’s eyes - like the old Crusaders, I
suppose.  The soldiers nicknamed
him “Joe” after Holy Joe.
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Their Parachute Battalion saw action in Africa,
Italy, Greece and France during 1943-5.

These are lines Dad wrote after they all took off from Rome
in early ‘44, for the invasion of southern France…

D. MINUS ONE

Near Monte Cassino, a platoon was
attacked by a German patrol. Three
Germans died and several Paras were
seriously wounded…..

Jack made it.
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At war’s end (aged 35) and for the rest
of his life (he retired as a parish priest
aged 82), Dad cherished an
extraordinary bond of mutual affection
with the Parachute Regiment through
the British Legion.
In 1963 a stained glass Parachute
Memorial Window at Manchester
Ringway Airport,
designed by Margaret Traherne was
unveiled by HRH The Princess
Margaret and dedicated by my father.
I was there, too, a schoolboy, sitting in
front of actor Richard Todd, a Para
veteran.

On 25th July, 1976 Dad was invited to
dedicate a commemorative stone to
the Parachute Regiment in Tatton
Park, near Knutsford, where all their
wartime qualifying jumps had taken
place.
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A very encouraging wildlife conservation
success story is that of the Little Egret.
These small herons have re-established
themselves in the UK, are breeding
locally and can be seen throughout the
year along Allesley and Coundon
Wedge’s network of streams.
I came across my first Little Egret in the
summer of 1986 on the Odet estuary in
Brittany. At that time they were just
beginning to return along the western
coast of France following the
introduction of conservation laws to
protect what was a seriously
endangered species.
Historically, Little Egrets had been
common across Great Britain and the
rest of Europe. They were plentiful
enough to be served up at the
coronation banquet of Henry VI in 1429.
However, over-hunting in the late
medieval period led to a drastic
reduction in numbers. During the
Victorian era their population was almost
wiped out across Western Europe
because their white feathers were in
high demand to adorn hats. In just the
first three months of 1885 there were
750,000 egret skins sold on the London
market.
Concerns for the fate of the Little Egret
led to the formation of The Plumage
League, founded by Emily Williamson, a
pioneering conservationist, in
Manchester in 1889. This organisation

evolved into the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds, which is now
Europe’s largest nature conservation
charity.
Little Egrets first began to reappear in
Britain in significant numbers in 1989.
The first record of successful breeding
was on Brownsea Island nature reserve
in Dorset in 1996.
They breed in colonies often together
with other wading birds, making a nest
out of a small platform of sticks. Both
parents incubate a clutch of between 3
and 5 green-blue eggs.
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This year’s Box Opening has raised £250.64 for The Children’s Society. Once
again a huge thank you to you all for your continued and valuable support.
If anyone would like to have a Children’s Society Box please contact Judy
Osborne (Box Co-ordinator) on 024 7640 2778
Thank you,

Styvechale Open Gardens was held on Sunday 10th June 2018. It was a lovely
sunny day and around 500 people visited the gardens.
The event raised almost £5,000. That was the total for the day, together with
other events, such as Afternoon Teas, Sales of Crafts (sold over the year) and
talks on Coventry given by a member of the Group. There were also several
private openings plus sponsorship. The total given to charity this year will be
over £7,000, the majority of which will go to our local chosen charity, Coventry
Myton Hospice, with the remainder going to the NGS National Caring Charities.
Our thanks go to all those who attended and for the lovely comments the
visitors passed about the gardens.   Email – grahampountney@btinternet.com

Please come along and support your local charities.
Refreshments will be available.

 For more information please contact
Romaine Wardle 02476 402618
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The Coventry Beekeepers’ thought
they had got off to a good start with a
fairly early spring but then the ‘Beast
from the East’ arrived and many
colonies were unable to cope with the
sudden change of temperature. The
spring honey crop has been
disappointing for many members and
the changeable weather has also
meant that colonies have not built up
so well. As a result, we have had very
few calls to honeybee swarms this
year. The onset of the very hot, dry
spell recently has also been a difficult
time for the bees - no water for the
plants means the flowers have very
little nectar and consequently less
honey can be made by the bees.
The hives at the Coventry Branch
apiary at Ryton Gardens have fared
better than most and we were able to
take a small summer honey crop and
still leave plenty for the bees. This
honey is sold in aid of branch funds at
the shop at Ryton Gardens and also at
the summer events that the branch
attends, where we promote bees and
beekeeping to the general public. This
year the Godiva Festival has been
moved to September, so we have not
done that one yet and as I write
(August), we are making final
preparations for our stand at the

Fillongley Show. Unfortunately, the
weather has taken a turn for the worse
but at least we will not be roasted alive
in the marquee.
The time is fast approaching for us to
begin preparing the hives for the
winter by making sure they have been
treated to ward off any pests and have
enough honey stores to see them
through the winter months.
We begin our winter meetings in
Allesley Church Hall again in
September. Meetings are held on the
third Monday of the month from
September to April and we aim to have
speakers on a wide range of topics
related to beekeeping. Our October
meeting is devoted to our Honey
Show.  Hopefully, there will be enough
of a honey harvest to allow our
members to enter some jars. As well
as honey of various types there will
also be classes for other honey based
products, including mead, cakes and
sweets. Candle making and beeswax
classes also feature as well as
beekeeping related arts and crafts -
something for everyone!
To find out more about bees and the
Coventry Beekeepers’ visit
http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk/
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Back in 2010, the Rev. Robin Trew
looked skywards in prayer and
noticed that he could see the sky from
where he was sitting within the
chancel  of the church. Further
investigation showed that the lead that
lined the north valley had been stolen
from the church roof. Temporary

repairs were made and within a year
the lead from the south valley was
stolen as well. To replace both valleys
would cost £80,000 as the relevant
authorities insisted that cast lead
should be used. However as we could
only insure the lead for one claim of
£5,000 per annum, the risks were high.

Eventually after months of argument
and support from other affected
churches, the authorities relented and
the valleys were successfully relined
with an EDPM membrane for £5,000
and no monetary value for potential
thieves.
The community and the members of
the church rallied to the “Raise the
Roof” Appeal and after dipping into
reserves, the roof was repaired with
new felt and battens, reusing the bulk
of the old tiles with some salvaged
tiles from reclamation sites.

The theft of the lead meant the internal
church ceiling had been damaged
beyond a simple repair but thanks to a
generous legacy by one of the Lynes
family, the refurbishment of the ceiling
commenced.
The inside of the church was covered
with scaffolding, the old lathe and
plaster ceiling was removed,
insulation was added and the new
ceiling was fixed firmly in place. The
entire interior was then repainted and
an energy efficient LED lighting
system was installed.
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During the dark days of January, the
dedicated team of cleaners worked
tirelessly, removing the inches of dust

and plaster so that the church could
continue to welcome guests for
worship at all services.

In June, Archdeacon Pastor Sue Field
came to All Saints to bless the
renovations and thank all those who
had worked on the project. We are
grateful to all the plasterers, painters,
scaffolders, labourers, electricians,
architects, diocesan officers and
volunteer cleaners who made the
transformation possible.

If you have not seen our beautiful new
ceiling and the clean, bright interior,
please call in any Sunday at 8.00 am,
10.00 am or 6.00 pm and join us in
worship.
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Beryl was born in Fourcrosses in
North Wales, the youngest of six
children. She attended the Methodist
Chapel every Sunday with her family -
she enjoyed the community of the
church and the excellent hymn
singing!
Beryl left Wales to train as a domestic
science teacher in Liverpool. She
became fully immersed in the large
Welsh community there and even
played the piano for the local Welsh
chapel. After training, Beryl and her

best friend Dorothy headed for
Coventry to take up posts as teachers.
It was whilst teaching at Frederick Bird
school that she met John Pollard who
was also a teacher at the same school.
It was through John that Beryl started
attending All Saints, Allesley and I
guess the rest is history. They were
married at Allesley in 1961 by Glyn
Hughes, with whom they had an
enduring friendship, no doubt helped
by the fact that he was a fluent Welsh
speaker. For the next 35 or so years,
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whilst John played the organ and was
the choirmaster, Beryl supported him
and was a regular attender at church.
Beryl continued to teach. She was
passionate about education. She took
as much delight in someone achieving
a first-class degree as she did a child
learning to write their name for the first
time. She worked for the last 25 years
of her teaching career in special needs
education, she adored the children
and made a huge difference in the
lives of so many of them.
Beryl’s other passions were her family
and growing numbers of
grandchildren. She was fully involved
in their lives acting as a taxi service,

tester of spellings and fervent sports
fan.
Beryl loved All Saints, Allesley, she
attended 8.00 am communion on
Sundays after John died. She stopped
coming so regularly when they put in
the new island on the A45, although
we tried to persuade her to drive
another way!
It was fitting that an uplifting and joyful
thanksgiving service was held at the
church where she had married John,
baptised her children and said
goodbye to her beloved John.

A life well lived
Missed greatly
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When I read ‘Who was Craven?’ in the
magazine’s Easter issue, it answered
a question asked over half a century
ago, when I played with childhood
friends in Allesley’s lanes and flower-
filled meadows. We had guessed that
the isolated gravestone was that of a
pet, though not a donkey, but the
article provoked so much more than
the satisfaction of resolving an old
mystery. The familiar photograph
revived many memories and
reinforced what I have always known –
that those memories hold me hostage
and prove that my roots are buried
deep in Allesley’s red earth.
We moved there in 1951 and the
following year I began my education at
the village school and there met
Margery Court, whose maiden name,
Beacham, can be found centuries
back in Allesley’s archives.
She became my lifelong
friend and now sends me
each issue of this
magazine.
Back then schooldays
followed a rigid pattern
but  in summer we would
occasionally have a
‘nature walk’. Holding
hands in a well-ordered
‘crocodile’ we would
almost march through the
lanes into Church Walk,
eventually stopping in the
field where the hump-
backed bridge still spans
the stream, back then
deep, clear and free-

flowing. The girls mostly picked
wildflowers but the boys would run as
wild as the teacher allowed and one
day a boy called Rodney found a
shiny black leech, with which he
chased us, threatening that it would
‘suck our blood.’ With friends and
family and dogs I have stood on that
bridge many times since and always
felt that I belonged in a way I have
experienced nowhere else.
All Saints church was a familiar place.
We would attend services on holy
days and sometimes enjoy fetes in the
old Rectory garden, with no hot dogs
but home-baked cake and lemonade,
perhaps followed by bowling for the
small pig which, looking suitably
anxious, was tethered nearby.
I left for London at twenty two but in
1971 I was married at All Saints,
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afterwards walking with our guests to
our reception at the then prestigious
Allesley Hotel.
Twelve years later my father’s funeral
was held at the familiar village church,
and that evening my mother and I
walked with my spaniel through the
churchyard and into the fields which
all our family had known and loved so
well.
Fifty years ago children roamed freely
in country villages and we would
spend hours catching tiddlers in Butt
Lane’s stream, or climbing Church
Walk’s crooked stile to leap down the
grassy furrows, then see who could

jump the brook’s
widest part without
wetting their brown
T-bar sandals.  Later
I would daringly try
cocktails at the new

, dance at the
glittering ,
and enjoy a sociable
working life at my
office in the new
Station Square. But
still my most
memorable leisure
times were spent in
the tiny lounge bar
of
in Allesley village,
where my father’s
tankard hung above
the bar and where I
knew almost
everyone.

I always kept in touch with my
childhood home through family and
friends and still return to visit my dear
friend Margery and her family. It is now
almost 50 years since I left my home
village and during that time I have
lived in different English counties,
visited many countries and
experienced a life far removed from
my childhood expectations. Yet when
something reminds me of my time
spent there, those years fade into
moments as I remember that I am part
of Allesley and Allesley is part of me.
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A neighbour, Dennis, kindly shared
the 1809 sketch map of Allesley. (p.23)
The old field names on the map are
particularly interesting. North Field
kept its name from the open-field
system of the 17th century and the
name still persists today. Quarry Close
suggests an area of sandstone
extraction before the
quarry was dug beside
Staircase Lane. Rabbit
Close was perhaps once
the site of a rabbit
warren?
The Withy Beds on the
north east of the map
would have been an area
for growing willow trees.
These were coppiced on
a rotational basis and
used for basketwork,
thatching and firewood.
Staircase Lane is
recorded on the map as
Dark Lane. Does anyone
know when the name
changed?
Wanting to know about
the origins of the map, I
contacted staff at Warwick County
Records Office. They helpfully
provided high resolution images of the
document and explained that it is one
of a series of over thirty sketch maps
swiftly drawn up as part of the 1809
Poor Law Assessment of Allesley
Parish.
A number of factors had led to
grinding poverty across the English

countryside at that time. The
accelerated enclosure of the
traditional open-field system of
agriculture meant that ordinary folk
were deprived of their traditional rights
to cultivate shared fields. The
enclosure of the common lands
prevented the “commoners” from

grazing their livestock,
collecting firewood and
foraging for wild food. The
prices of corn and other
essential commodities
rose from 1793 onwards
during the prolonged
wars with France. Heavy
war-time taxation on
everyday items impacted
mostly on the poor, whilst
war-time income tax for
the ruling aristocracy was
abolished. The 1799
Combination Acts made it
illegal for agricultural
workers to join unions to
seek better pay and
conditions.
Throughout the country,
landowners and tenant

farmers were supposed to pay levies,
based upon the value of their land, to
contribute to Poor Law relief.
However, within Allesley parish there
were inadequate records of who
owned or rented which land. This
resulted in a serious shortfall of funds
to help the poor. These detailed maps
of land ownership helped to solve that
problem. ........
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Beaten by the drought? Not a bit of it.
Our gardening team turned out every
day for two months tending the
flowers and vegetables and the result
is a truly magnificent crop of
vegetables.

While the bee garden seeds failed to
grow we quickly established a
replacement display using plants that
withstand the high temperatures. This
followed on from Project Tulip that had
attracted so much interest with large
numbers of visitors capturing the
colourful displays on camera.
Children from four classes at local
schools spent time looking at the
tulips in detail when we explained
where they came from in the wild, the
story of the great flower markets in
the Netherlands and the widespread
use of the tulip image in the art of
middle eastern countries.
Making up for the wet Saturdays of
last year, sunny days brought out the
crowds for our garden markets. July
was especially successful with many

sampling the north African food on
Moroccan Saturday. Games set out
next to the marquees were much
appreciated by the large numbers of
children.
Arrangements are well advanced for
Heritage Weekend, September 15-16.
Live vintage music is planned for the
garden market on the Saturday and
Sunday will see the usual hot food
and popular sampling of home brew
wines by Steve. Harpists will provide
music as a background to the many
craft people showing off their
attractive work. Children will be well
catered for with art work and another
adventure trail.
The prospectus for the pavilion has
been published and we are looking to
attract funding to enable a start on this
all-important building. If you have
contacts that can help please let us
know on 024 7640 2030.

The pictures are of the the tulip display
in March-April. The children are from
St John's Academy.
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Allesley Park Community Centre, 199 Winsford Ave, Allesley Park
Coventry CV5 9NG - Tel: 024 76715432 or 76715150

Coundon Care at Allesley Park offers affordable Day Care in the local
Community for the older person

Our service is also inclusive of those clients with Dementia (Subject to assessment)

All our staff are qualified and experienced and the environment
is safe and homely

Our service reflects our clients’ needs, interests and hobbies
Afternoon entertainment is included

Monday-Wednesday and Friday
Includes a 2 course lunch and all refreshments

Transport available within a certain radius

For further details please contact Lynne on 76715150 or Nina on 76715432
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Your Local Installer of UPVC
Windows
Doors
Conservatories
Fascia Boards and Guttering

Installing and Repairing Double Glazing
in the Local Area for 27 years

Our New UPVC Windows are the most up to date in
Glazing Technology

Achieving A, B or C Ratings WERS
(Window Energy Rating Scheme)

The Glass Units are designed to keep the Heat in
and the Cold out

Free Estimates  No Salesmen
FENSA Registered

Tel Office 024 7659 3278
Direct Line 0795 6805244

vinnysloyan@virginmedia.com
www.rainbowwindowdesign.co.uk

64, Kingsbury Road, Coundon, Coventry CV6 1PH
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The Allesley and Coundon Wedge
Conservation Society have been
successful in their bid to the Woodland
Trust to participate in the First World
War Centenary Woods Project, which
will see millions of trees planted across
the United Kingdom as a living
memorial to all those involved in and
affected by the First World War.
British tree saplings, including rowan,
crab apple, silver birch, wild cherry,

hazel and oak are being planted by
many local volunteers in an Allesley field
between Butt Lane and the River
Sherbourne.

This small community wood is set
beside the local public footpath,
allowing easy access to all who wish to
enjoy the beauty of these trees and
associated wildlife.

ACWCS
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William Charles Beacham

William Charles was born in 1898, the
son of Allesley builder, William
Beacham and his wife Emma, of
‘Raglan House’, Allesley Old Road.
He enlisted on the 13th January 1917
at Coventry, giving his occupation as
‘Carpenter’s Apprentice’. He was a
member of the Allesley band of ringers
and the Warwickshire Guild of Church
Bell Ringers. Although his name does
not appear in the tower ringing
records, he was recorded in the
Coventry Standard as having taken

part in ringing for Morning Service at
Allesley on February 4th 1917, with the
bells half-muffled, as a tribute to the
late Rector, Archdeacon Bree.
Whilst undergoing training at Bury St
Edmunds, William was awarded a wrist
watch for being the smartest soldier of
his group of 350 recruits. Sadly his
watch was never recovered from the
battle field.
William’s grave is in the town of Villers-
Bretonneux because he was part of
the depleted British force that had
been joined by a large Australian
division. The town is the site of the
Australian National Memorial. The
battle for Villers-Bretonneux, although
fought late in the war, was a significant
event, being the first battle ever fought
between two tank forces. It resulted in
the town of Amiens being saved, after
originally having been overcome by
German forces.
William Beacham’s name is recorded
on the War Memorials in both All
Saints Church, Allesley Village Hall
and Bablake School. There is a tree
dedicated to his memory in the
Coventry War Memorial Park. His
name also appears in ‘The Great War
Memorial Book of Church Bell-
Ringers’ in St Paul’s Cathedral,
London.
On Saturday April 28th 2018, at
Allesley, to mark the 100th anniversary
of his death, a peal of Beacham
Alliance Major was rung. It was the first
peal to be rung in the method, which
was chosen especially to honour
Private Beacham.
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To commemorate the 1,400 bell
ringers who died in the First World
War, the Central Council of Church
Bell Ringers, have launched a new
campaign to recruit 1,400 new bell
ringers. This is a call out to all of us
and an opportunity for everyone, a
chance to make this wonderful ancient
tradition open to all.
When the bells rang out on the 11th
November 1918 they announced the
end of the most catastrophic war the
world had yet seen. At the time, bells
were at the heart of the community,
marking events of great significance
and communicating to people long
before modern technology connected
us. Bell ringing has always had a much
wider function than its role in the
church but most of us today are not
aware of its broad and inclusive
service.

Many bell ringers joined the war effort
and many lost their lives.
Just after the war, the Central Council
of Church Bell Ringers wrote to all bell
towers to compile the Roll of Honour.
At the time 1,077 men were reported
as lost. More recent research has
uncovered over 300 ringers who died
in service. In total some 1,400 bell
ringers lost their lives in the Great War.
A loss to them and their families. A loss
to communities.
Three of the Allesley band of ringers
did not return from the war in 1918.

Join the project and become a bell
ringer today in memory of the 1,400

who lost their lives.

Mike Chester
Lesley Grove 024 7640 2067

https://cccbr.org.uk/
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DECORATING SERVICES

AND
GENERAL PROPERTY

REPAIRS

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DECORATING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

EXCELLENT STANDARDS OF
WORKMANSHIP

FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 02476 402301

MOB: 07944034940

M. J. Silvera
Painting and Decorating Services

30 Years Experience
Interior and Exterior Work

Private and Commercial
Providing Reliable, Professional Work

Local Tradesmen

024 7659 8403
Mobile 077 2942 0082
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Feeling loathe to drive straight home,
following a few days in the beautiful
Yorkshire Dales, it did not take much
to distract me from the A1 south. So it
was I found myself leaving Thirsk on
the A170, where normally I would have
my mind set on the steep ascent of the
road ahead. It has been ages since I
decided to turn off, just before Sutton-
under-Whitestonecliffe, to visit the
pretty village of Kilburn, which nestles
comfortably under the edge of the,
motor vehicle challenging, Sutton
Bank. Guarded, since 1857, by the
white horse cut into the turf above,
Kilburn was clearly readying itself for a
village event. Bunting was fluttering in
the sunshine, flower baskets
decorated the street and a general
sense of preparation prevailed.
Of course there is a very strong link
here with Allesley, as this is where All
Saints’ church pews were made, in the
village workshop of Robert Thompson.
Back in the 1970s they would have
stood out, weathering by the road side
as piles of cut oak timber, until fit to
fashion into pews. The timber destined
for Thompson’s workshop still does
exactly the same today.

Since my last visit the ‘Mouseman’
visitor centre has been enlarged and
refurbished. It now houses a
reconstruction of Robert Thompson’s,
tool-filled, workshop and some 1930s
room settings, containing pieces of
Robert’s personal furniture, much
made by himself and signed with his
trademark mouse.

Whilst browsing in the gift shop after
our visit, the lady in charge proudly
produced a folder containing a long
list of all the places where Robert
Thompson’s furniture can be seen. I
checked, of course and All Saints,
Allesley duly appears as a home to
‘Mouseman’ pews.
A terraced garden has been created
behind the tea room, from which the
splendid sight of the white horse can
be viewed above the red tiled roofs of
the village. It is also possible to relish
here, together with your pot of tea,
that most genius of all Yorkshire
culinary creations, a slice of fruit cake
with a slab of Wensleydale cheese.
Most certainly worth the detour!
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The 43rd Allesley Festival of 2018 followed
2017 with yet another fantastic year! Once
again, we as a Committee, would like to
thank anyone who helped in any way for
their continued hard work and support in
staging our wonderful annual Festival and
all its events. We would like to extend our
thanks to everyone from the whole
community who supported our diary of
events and also those who turned out to
greet and support our fabulous Carnival.
Of course, huge thanks go to everyone
who took part in the Carnival this year, all
of whom do so at their own expense. It was
the most fantastic spectacle, particularly
this year with an array of ‘Nursery Rhyme
and Fairy Tale’ characters to meet the
masses along the route. I am sure you are
aware that none of our Festival events
could take place without the continued
and extensive efforts of our excellent
Committee members and their
families. I would like to offer my
personal and sincere thanks to
all the Committee for their hard
work and valued time
throughout the year, especially
during Festival week.
You will be pleased to know that
all our events went very well this
year and we were, of course,
blessed with the long-lasting
sunny weather too which helped
greatly! As a result, I am very
proud to say that the heatwave
of 2018 can be remembered not
only for its balmy climate but
also, from our point of view, for
the incredible amount of money
being raised. We hope to
donate to a vast range of worthy
charities on our community’s
behalf. We plan to cover a wide
breadth of society, keeping the

monies as local as we can, demonstrating
Allesley’s generosity for all.
One or two events deserve a special
mention this year. Firstly, what a year it
was for Scarecrows. Two years ago we
had about a dozen entries, last year we
were overwhelmed with 24 but this year
unbelievably, we had 50 entries and
Allesley was ‘littered’ with Scarecrows and
painted rocks of various ‘Nursery Rhymes
and Fairy Tales’. We might have known
this would be the case when our second
annual ‘Scarecrow Building Workshop’
held at the Scout Hut (thank you kindly
42nd Scouts) was inundated beyond our
expectations. Indeed it left our team in
search of hay supplies twice during the
afternoon! It was fantastic to see Allesley
so well decorated in celebration at the start
of the Festival. Mrs Hoey, the Headteacher
of Allesley Primary School, spent four
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hours of
her spare
time
judging
your most
amazing
efforts! We
thank her
so much.
We offered
an
additional
‘Chair’s
Community
Choice’
rosette this
year as a
community
effort prize
and this enticed entries from collective
groups as well as individual homes! We
also saw many of you out and about
following the scarecrow trail and this too
had to be replenished twice along the
week. Our Scarecrow Competition was
first suggested several years ago by Leslie
Jackson and as it goes from strength to
strength we would like to dedicate it to her
fond memory as a legacy that she has left
behind for Allesley to enjoy.
Secondly, our new Rector, Miles Baker
and All Saints’ Church reintroduced a
church service to commence Festival
Week, during which our newly resurrected
Princess and Princes were coronated. We
would like thank Lexi Young, Charles
Payne and Elliot Stewart who all had an
amazing week as Festival Royalty,
culminating with them riding on the Union
Jack Jaguar at the front of the Carnival. All
who attended the service agreed that it
was a fitting start to our programme of
events, with music, treasure hunts and
emotional words. We look forward to it

being an annual event. Thank you Miles
and team for your hard work.
Next, our Carnival was blessed with two
wonderful bands this year. The Bhangra
band are strong favourites and our
marching band, Coventry Corps of Drums,
were tremendous at the helm, despite the
heat! Thanks go to the Jaguar Sports and
Social Club for allowing us to start our
Carnival from their premises.
Unfortunately, we do not seem to
command attention from Coventry Evening
Telegraph, despite our best efforts but we
would like to thank Coventry and
Warwickshire Radio for their live and
recorded coverage and especially to Trish
Adudu for judging Carnival Day. It was a
pleasure to see so many community
groups (both new and returning)
encompassing community members both
young and old from Allesley Playgroup,
Allesley Primary School, 42nd Scouts and
All Saints Church but not forgetting our first
and second prize winners (Yeoman and
Owen and friends and Burton Close and
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friends). Thank you for pulling together to
create walking and lorry-based floats of
such a high standard – we look forward to
seeing all our Carnival entries again and
more next year. We were lucky enough to
be loaned two vehicles from Jaguar
Gaydon this year, which allowed us, on
local suggestion, to honour one of our very
own D-Day War Veterans, Jeff Owen, who
took pride of place in our Carnival, wearing
his beret and medals - in Princess Diana’s
private vehicle, much to his delight. Thank
you for your service Jeff.

If you can think of a local hero that maybe
we can honour next year, please contact
me with their details.
Of course, there is not room to mention
every event here but from the Art Exhibition
to the Cycle Ride, the Quiz to the Cricket
Match and the Flower Demonstration to
Ladies Night and JagFest, rest assured
that all our planning paid off and very
enjoyable times were had by all. We thank
everyone involved for their support.

This year more than ever, we, along with
many of you, felt as a community that
Allesley needed to be united once more, to
remind ourselves of why we love to live
here, of what it is that makes our
community unique. So it was with grateful
hearts that our overwhelming feeling of
Festival Week 2018 is of a ‘feel good’
factor, a sense of joining together and
belonging with utmost pride to this
astounding community that we have the
privilege to call home. We hope that you
too experienced the same emotions as us

and are inspired to
continue our
journey next year.
We will be meeting
shortly as a
Committee (having
had a few well-
deserved weeks
off!) to discuss the
dates and theme
for 2019’s Festival
Week and the
charities to which
we intend to donate
this year’s monies.
These will both be
announced at our
presentation
evening on Monday

12th November at the Jaguar Sports and
Social Club at 7:30 pm. You are all
welcome to attend this evening where our
donations will be personally handed to the
recipients.
In the meantime, please follow our
Facebook page, #AllesleyFestival or
contact me personally on 077 4595 4386
or carol@allesleyfestival.co.uk with any
suggestions or queries you have.
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P. McFadden
Decorators

Interior and Exterior also property repairs
 Over 35 years experience

Tel: 02476503377   Mob:07974203229
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Now you can order home-cooked food, home-grown plants, fruit and
vegetables and hand-crafted gifts and cards :

www.countrymarketshub.co.uk
Choose the one of our four shops in the local area:

@Bentley Heath Country Market

@Balsall Common Country Market

@Wythall&Hollywood Country Market

@Allesley Country Market

Order Fri. - Wed. for collection Fri. 9:30 - 11:30 am
Bentley Heath Community Centre, B93 9BQ

Order Sat. - Wed. for collection Sat. 10:00 - 11:30 am
Balsall Common Village Hall, CV7 7FF

Order Sat. - Wed. for collection Sat. 10:00 - 12:00 noon
The Scout Hut, Wythall Park, B47 6LZ

Order Wed. - Mon. for collection Wed. 10:00 - 11:30 am
Allesley Village Hall, CV5 9GX
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Sitting as the Rural Sanitary Authority,
the Board (Meriden Board of
Guardians) considered a letter from
Mr. Ryder, of Allesley, in which he
stated his suspicion that the water in
the public pump was contaminated.
His suspicion was based on the fact
that since taking up residence in the
village he had been seriously ill and
believed the illness was the result of
the water being contaminated. He
asked that an analysis might be taken.

The matter was referred to the Medical
Officer.

Complaints were received that the
water supply from the village pump at
Allesley had ceased. The cause was
believed to be the deepening of
several private wells in the vicinity and
it was decided to have the well opened
to ascertain the cause and to get an
estimate for sinking it a little deeper.

---------------------------------

The Clerk read a letter from Mr. Bacon,
of Foleshill, stating that he had
finished the well and pump at Allesley
and there was now a plentiful supply
of water. He had taken out three large
pieces of rock and about a cart load of
stones, dirt and rotten timber which
had been in the well for years and
blocked it up. -

Complaints were made that if the well
had been properly cleaned out some
time ago it would not have been in this
condition. -
The matter was adjourned till the next
meeting.

---------------------------------

The village pump is still out of order
and can only with difficulty be made to
yield an adequate supply of water.

-----------------------------------

Some of the village drains, from which
unpleasant odours arise owing to
imperfect trapping near the school are
being overhauled under the
superintendence of Mr. S. Bretherton,
the Inspector of Nuisances for the
Meriden district.
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May saw the Farndale ladies offer their
unique and totally unseasonal take on
‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles
Dickens. Well done to Juliana, Kate,
Clare and Jayne and not forgetting
Bill, that man of many parts!
Our October production celebrates
the 200th anniversary of Mary
Shelley’s masterpiece, ‘Frankenstein’.
The play is set in the icy polar regions
where scientist Victor Frankenstein
has chased the creature he brought to
life.
This highly theatrical and emotional
adaptation traces Frankenstein‘s path
to the final confrontation with his
intelligent, articulate, sensitive and
powerfully violent child.

Directed by Mark Smithers,
Frankenstein will run from

at Allesley Village Hall.
Performances start promptly at

7.30pm.

Our Box Office will open on
 on 079 2731 9985.

Tickets remain at £7.00 and £6.00
concessions. If you cannot get
through on the main box office line
then call 024 7640 2309.

See you in October



High Quality Bespoke Carpentry & Joinery
with over 30 Years’ Experience

Call Matt to discuss your
requirements or follow us on

www.matthewjohnsonjoinery.co.uk
Email: - mattjjoinery@gmail.com

Tel:- 07929309573

Doors
Windows
Stairs
Bespoke Joinery
Plastering

Flooring
Fitted Wardrobes
Repairs & Renovations to
Traditional Sash Windows
General Carpentry
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PETE THE GARDENER
GARDENS MAINTAINED TO YOUR

SPECIFICATIONS

LAWNS CUT
BORDERS MAINTAINED
PATIOS LAID
FENCES ERECTED
DECKING
CONSERVATORIES CLEANED
GARDEN CLEARANCE

FOR A FULL PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

TEL 07944034940
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Our Spring programme started with a
brilliant talk by Mollie Murray on her
“Little Black Dress”, which was well
received by everyone.
This year we hosted the Group
Meeting and our speaker took us on a
trip along the Amazon with other W.I.s
joining us, it was a full house!
In June Graham Short gave an
interesting talk with slides of his life as
a miniature engraver.
Several members visited Kenilworth
Castle before a talk by Gill White about
Queen Elizabeth and Robert Dudley,
‘the Entertainments’.
At the Allesley Festival we ran the
usual ‘Bottle Stall’ which again was a
great success - many thanks to all who
donated bottles and helped on the
day. It was a scorcher!
Our extra meeting in July was a Beetle
Drive run by Pauline Davies and a
great time was had by all.

The garden party this year took place
at ‘The Jacobean’ where Afternoon
Tea was enjoyed - when no baking of
cakes or serving of tea was required
by committee or members (or
washing up!)
At the Fillongley Show some of our
members helped steward in the
Horticultural Tent and Pauline judged
the Children’s Classes.
In September we will be going to see
‘Evita’ at the Belgrade.
The weather has been glorious and I
hope you have enjoyed it. The
Summer has just flown by.
Now Harvest time is here, everyone is
busy gathering their fruit and
vegetables and the flowers are still
giving us a beautiful display.
Programme planning is almost
completed and we hope to continue to
find speakers with interesting topics
for next year.

The news of the death of Stephanie
Summers on 24th April was received
with great sadness by those who knew
her, including many in Allesley Village.
She had been an active member of All
Saints until her marriage to David
Summers in 1967. They set up home on
the Allesley Old Road and from that time
worshipped at St Christopher, Allesley
Park, where David was organist.
I first met Stephanie when our children
were very small. She was always a good

friend to meet up with at that time, to
compare baby notes but also to refocus
the mind on things outside the world of
small children.
In recent years she and David did not
hesitate when asked to help
occasionally in the delivery of the Parish
Magazine to the Allesley Old Road.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to
David together with, Jeremy, Judith,
Leah, Philip and their children.



Apple Harvest Chutney
This recipe is using up some of the “whattodowithallthesesapples”

in our gardens.
Delicious with cold or hot meats and cheeses.

Ingredients:
5kg/3lb cooking apples

450g/1lb onions
250g/8oz raisins
275g/10oz sugar

600ml/1 pint cider vinegar
3 cloves garlic, crushed
2 tsp ground coriander

50g/2oz fresh root ginger
2 tsp salt

Method:
 1. Peel, core and chop the apples, chop the onions and grate the ginger.
 2. Mix all these prepared ingredients together in a large saucepan, add the
        raisins, garlic, sugar, coriander, salt and pour in the vinegar.
 3. Bring the mixture to the boil, stirring occasionally so that all ingredients
        are thoroughly combined.
 4. Cover the pan, reduce the heat and simmer the chutney for one hour or
       a little longer, until it thickens. Stir the ingredients frequently to make sure
       they do not stick to the pan.
 5. Transfer chutney to warmed pots and cover them with airtight lids.
 6. Allow to mature for a few weeks if possible.

If you like spicier chutney, then add some (2 tsp) chilli flakes or 2 fresh chopped hot chillies.

Visit Allesley Country Market at Allesley Village Hall
Open every Wednesday 10.00 am - 11.30 am - Admission Free

For enquires, please contact: 02476 334 210 or 07859 230 237

Go to www.countrymarkets.co.uk for further information or
www.countrymarketshub.co.uk
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In my previous article I explained some
details of the coppicing of ancient
woodland to be found in villages like
Allesley. The word coppice comes from
the French ‘copeiz’ meaning ‘to cut’. A
specialised vocabulary developed
around the practice with words such as
‘spring wood’ which refers to the growth
of the trees and ‘hagg’ meaning an area
of  woodland set apart for felling trees.
We have no entry for Allesley in the
Domesday Book, so we must turn for
evidence to a slightly later period.
Woods, identified by the Latin word
‘boscus’, existed in the north-eastern
sector of the parish, along the present
Wall Hill Road and the boundary with
Corley. These and two more areas in the
south-east and west were also called
‘demesne’ woods and formed part of the
manorial estate of the Hastings family,
Lords of the Manor. Some of the names
remain familiar: Hollyfast, then ‘boscus
de Hollynfast’, the adjoining ‘Muzzards’,
recalling tenants from 1224, ‘Long Lady
Wood’ and ‘Hooton’s’ (Oughton’s). In
1325 there were smaller demesne
woods at ‘Estend More’, ‘Suffrage
Grove’ and the ‘Orchard’.  By the C15th
many smaller coppiced groves had
developed, scattered about the parish.
Mentioned in wills of the Brynkenell
family, who lived near Pickford before
1540, were three fields on the Meriden
border that had previously been woods:
‘Whaburley Wood’, ‘Far Whaburley’ and
‘Whaburley Close’.
The Flynt family from Coventry leased
‘Mussards’, ‘Woodcocks’ and ‘Kibble’s
Grove’ and in 1572 bought more land at
Hollyberry End, including ‘Elkins Wood’,
from the Coventry merchant, Michael

Joyner. Thomas Flynt’s will of 1575 gave
his wife ten loads of wood each year, to
be delivered to her house. His son
bought Stone House in Washbrook
Lane and the woods in the Hawksty area
near Brownshill Green. On either side of
the road separating Whoberley and
Coundon lay ‘Asshawe’, or ‘Ash Wood’.
Woods were not static, they might be
reduced in size or grubbed up when the
community needed more arable land.
Villagers had certain rights in the woods,
called ‘botes’, (meaning a privilege),
such as ‘housebote’ for repairing the
wooden cottages or ‘firebote’. If not
strictly controlled and replanted the
woods might be denuded of the ‘lops
and tops’ of trees.
Precautions were taken to keep animals
out, to prevent damage to young shoots.
Boundaries developed in the form of
banks topped by a palisade and
surrounded with a ditch. Evidence of
these features may remain even today.
A 1626 survey included names of
groves, ‘Bolewelleshaw’, ‘Dadleys’,
‘Derrams’,‘Huny’, ‘Maves’ and ‘Pinketts’,
amongst them, though the location of
some is not known.
In 1662 Eustace Craddock, of Blythe
House, records in his will that he had
owned a spring wood, ‘lately converted
to pasture’.
Field names in 1841 show us where
woodlands may once have flourished,
by the mentioning of undergrowth, like
bracken, (which was used for roofing)
and broom or gorse (both used for
livestock bedding or fodder). Hence we
find ‘Bracken’, ‘Broom’ and ‘Gorsey’
Closes.
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“That is quite first-class but there
could be all sorts of snags. You
have avoided them here in
Warwickshire, however”.
The Minister said he thought an
important feature of the small-
holdings scheme was that they
has acquired the land without
resorting to compulsory
purchase.

“And long may you continue on
that principle”, he said. Of equal
importance was the fact that the
scheme was no charge on the
“very long-suffering ratepayers of
the county”.
The Minister added that they had
seen four homes which had been
created through the brains and
energy of a team of people
determined to make the scheme
a success.

Warwickshire County
Council purchased the
Hollyberry Hall Estate
of approximately 200
acres in September
1950.
After selling one of the
cottages on the estate
and 12 acres of cleared
woodland the Council
divided the land into
four small-holdings.
Hollyberry Hall was
demolished and the
site cleared.

Work of overhauling
and adapting the
bailiff’s house and farm
buildings was carried
out and three new
farmhouses and sets of
buildings designed.
All four tenants were

appointed from the
County Council’s list of
priority applicants.
Three of them are now
in residence.
After his three mile tour,
the Minister spoke of
the number of things
which has appealed to
him on his visit.
“Firstly”, he said, “you
have given an
opportunity to young
farmers to come on to
excellent holdings and
the Warwickshire
Smallholdings
Committee have, I
understand, since the
passing of the 1947 Act,
acquired over 1,000
acres and converted
them into small-
holdings.
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I came to Coventry over the August
Bank Holiday Weekend of 1987. I had
bought a Guild Report to see where
there was ringing around the area and
chose to give Allesley a try. On the
Sunday morning I arrived at Allesley
tower to be met and greeted by Ian
Thompson, who had already been
Tower Captain for a while.  Thirty-one
years later Ian has decided that it is
time that he gracefully retired from this
position, having recently had a
pacemaker fitted and I have been
elected to try to fill his shoes.

During all this time Ian has been
climbing the notoriously awkward
stairs up to the ringing chamber for
two services on Sunday and our
Tuesday practice, week after week.
He has maintained an exemplorary
attendance record over the decades
and has organised bands for
innumerable weddings, joining in with
our "How late will the bride be?"
grumbles of late! (28 minutes for the
last one, in case you would like to
know.)  He has taught quite a number
of ringers how to ring in his time as
Tower Captain. He also has rung 98
peals at his home tower between 1966
and 2016.
He led on the replacement of our third
and fourth bells in 2011, paying
himself for the new fourth in memory
of his late wife, Janet.  He was still a
leading light when our sixth bell was
replaced by a better (Taylor) bell from
Bury in 2016.
This is not a goodbye, nor even "au
revoir", for Ian at Allesley. While he is
able to get up to the ringing chamber
he intends to continue his association
with Allesley and will remain a loyal
ringer to the tower.  We thank him for
all the hours he has put into the tower
and hope that he continues to enjoy
ringing with us.
It will be some job to take over from
Ian but I know that he will give all the
help and advice that I need.  However,
Ian, please don't expect me to still be
there in 31 years time!
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… fun, interactive music sessions for
pre-school children and their parents
to enjoy together. Young children are
introduced to music, whilst families
enjoy fellowship and through Mainly
Music’s five key values:

and  have an opportunity to
encounter God’s love.

The music session itself lasts for about
30 minutes and is followed by a time
of free play for the children and
fellowship and refreshments for the
adults.

Themes for the Autumn term include -
Movement, Animals and Big and
Small.

Whether you are a regular, you come
along occasionally or you have never
been before, just bring your family
along and you will receive a warm
welcome.

First session free,
then £3.00 per family/session

For more information contact Lesley
on 07954080575 or email

allsaintscovmainlymusic@gmail.com

or
check us out on Facebook:

Mainly Music – Allesley Allsaints
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The study of the early Celtic Church
has been of interest to many
Christians over recent years.
The Celtic world view is at once very
familiar and yet very mysterious. It
touches on much that is common,
shared, perhaps archetypical, in all
human experience. It is a common
view of the world found in many early
people. It may also be prophetic for
the future as we try to break down the
barriers, so that we may reach out to
one another.
In the Celtic understanding there
appears to be nothing of the highly
individualistic, competitive, inward
looking approach common to today’s
society. In the Celtic vision everyone
sees themselves in relation to one
another and that extends beyond
human beings to the wild creatures,
the birds and animals and even to the
earth itself. This brings about a sense
that we are all part of the whole web of
being. Here is the promise of a more
holistic approach to the world in which
we currently live.
The Celtic world touches all of this but
remains totally unique, earthy and
mysterious, knowing darkness and
pain but equally rejoicing in light. It is
full of poetry and song and celebration
showing us the depth of penitence
and the heights of praise, touching us
in the hidden secret parts of our own
selves and yet connecting us with
others. So although each of us is in the
end solitary we are reminded that we
travel in company with those who have

made the journey before us - by the
whole company of heaven, the saints
and the angels, ‘a cloud of witnesses’
who surround us and hold us up as we
travel.
As globalisation increases our
knowledge of the world, we cannot fail
to be aware of the power of the
irrational and the underlying fear that it
brings.
We have lived in a very dark century -
a century, when you stand in
Auschwitz, that is really a century
when you have to take evil into
account. To stand in Auschwitz is to
have your backbone turned into a
question mark about the nature of
human beings. So in our struggle with
evil we need divine assistance. We
need something as old-fashioned as
‘sanctifying grace’. St. Patrick knew
this, so he had to put on the
Breastplate (his Prayer of Protection),
as he journeyed into the heart of
darkness.

All Saints Church has a
Celtic Evensong

on the third Sunday of each month
(See the Church Calendar for details)
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Our fun packed Cultural Evening on 9th

June, with currys donated by local
businesses and Bangra / Bollywood
dancing, concluded with a short
presentation of the projects people
from All Saints Church and the Allesley
Community have supported since
2007. This event brought our
fundraising total this year to almost
£3,000.

Thank you on behalf of the whole
Wakii Community in the Talensi District
of the Upper East Region of Ghana,
West Africa.

As a result of your ongoing generosity,
Nigel and I were able to purchase the
necessary building materials, during
our recent visit to Wakii at the end of
July. This included cement, iron rods,
timber and nails to enable the

community to build the reinforced
concrete lintel and remaining two
courses of blocks needed to support
the roof. With the remaining money we
were able to buy all the zinc sheets
and gutters needed for the roof.

We thought you would like to
read the letter we received,
following a very successful
meeting with the Chief
Executive of the Talensi District
Assembly:
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We would also like to assure you that,
having seen the log book of journeys
undertaken by the 4x4 ambulance
which we took out in 2014, the
ambulance has been put to good use.
Our next target to is raise the funds
required to purchase the timber
needed for the roof structure itself
[about £3,000]. Once the roof is on we
have been assured that a bore hole to

provide the health centre with its own
water supply can be dug.
Windows, doors, electricity and floors
will then need to be installed.
We hope that you will continue to
support this project, during 2018 / 19
and beyond. As a result of two village
communities working together, the
CHPS Health Centre at Wakii will
become a reality as soon as possible.

Look out for more fundraising events
in the Christmas edition of this
magazine.
Meanwhile … If you would like to
purchase an alternative birthday or
Christmas present, for a friend or
relative who has everything, collect
coins or make a donation please
email: allesleychurch@gmail.com

Saturday 1st December
at 3.30 pm

 All Saints Church Hall

An afternoon of creativity and
celebration as we explore the links

between the world of Narnia and the
season of Advent. Including film clips

from ‘The Lion the Witch and the
Wardrobe’, craft activities, games and

tea with the Beavers.

Sunday 2nd December
at 4.00 pm

All Saints Church Hall

 A Film Afternoon

‘The Lion the Witch and The
Wardrobe’

with drinks and popcorn

contact:
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

allesleychurch@gmail.com
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We cater for any special occasion big or small
Leanne Talbot  07985668093  sinceritydecorations@gmail.com

www.sincerityweddingandeventdecorations.uk
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Would you like someone to pray
for you, a family member, a friend,
a neighbour, someone at work, a

difficult situation.
Then email us at

prayer.requests@allesley-church.org.uk
or pop into the Good Honest Food
Company Café in Gardenia Drive

and put your request into the
Prayer Request envelope on the

Community Notice Board.
You do not need to provide a lot of

details -
just the name of the person
and what the prayer is for -

healing, comfort, strength, patience,
wisdom.

Wednesday 12 December
Allesley Village Hall

Tickets £20 per team of 4
includes Mulled Wine

and Mince Pie
Christmas Carols after the quiz

Bottle Raffle to raise
funds for the Society

(Bring your own refreshments)

Tickets from Jan
02476 407480
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2018 is a big year for Global Care! As
we head into the last quarter, we are
celebrating our 35th anniversary in
style, with a Gala dinner and Auction
on Saturday 10th November at the
Village Hotel, Coventry.
We will also be holding an afternoon of
expert workshops followed by a
Thanksgiving Service at Coventry’s
Salvation Army on Saturday 1st

December. The main speaker will be
our Patron, Baroness Caroline Cox.
Incredibly, it is 35 years since Global
Care first began, on the end of founder
Ron Newby’s kitchen table in
Coventry, with letters asking family and
friends to sponsor the needy children
he had recently met in Uganda. We are
still in Coventry but we outgrew that
kitchen table years ago. What a
journey it has been!
Thousands of miles, touching
thousands of lives - over 35 countries
in 35 years.
In times of disaster – earthquake, flood
and famine – we were there.
In times of crisis – sickness, family
catastrophe, abuse and abandonment
– we were there.
Over the long haul – through years of
education and struggle for the poorest,
fighting for the rights of the most
marginalised and disenfranchised  –

Global Care has stood alongside
vulnerable children until they
learned to stand alone.
We want to celebrate but we do
not want to rest on our laurels.
We want to use this milestone year

to raise a minimum of £35,000 to
launch a new initiative in Uganda, the
country where it all began.
Our new project will support children
with disabilities to access education.
Shocking figures show that over 90%
of children with disabilities in Uganda
will never go to school at all and only
6% of those who DO access
education will manage to complete
primary education. We want to bring
change.
Our Gala Dinner and Auction will be
raising funds for this initiative.
For more information go to
globalcare.org/gala-dinner where you
can buy tickets and look at some of
the auction lots available on the night.
The evening includes a fabulous
three-course meal, dancing, live
music, auction and celebration
speakers and will be great fun!
You can find out more about the
Thanksgiving event, including
workshops on disability and adverse
childhood experiences, at
www.globalcare.org/2018/06/thanksgiving-
service/
Please do join us at these exciting
events and help us see out our 35th

anniversary year together.
Thank you for your support.
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All Saints Rector Revd Canon Miles Baker 024 7640 2006

All Saints Parish Administrator
Mon - Thurs 9.00 - 12.00 noon

Alison Glover allesleychurch@gmail.com
024 7640 2006

All Saints Churchwardens Paul Payne
Craig Marsh

024 7640 2017
075 1008 4114

All Saints Bell Ringers Mike Chester 024 7640 2067

All Saints Cell Groups Becky Clarke 024 7626 9909

All Saints Children & Youth
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Lesley Borrell
Children & Families Leader

079 5408 0575

All Saints Church Hall Bookings Angela Taylor 024 7640 4032

All Saints Churchyard Tidy Michael Jones 024 7669 2734

All Saints Home Communion Cynthia Nash 024 7640 2295

All Saints Mainly Music
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Lesley Borrell
Children & Families Leader

079 5408 0575

All Saints PCC Secretary Yelena Williams 024 7659 3546

All Saints PCC Treasurer Marie Hudson 024 7640 2295

All Saints Small Groups Brenda Wood 024 7640 7345

All Saints Readers Colin and Fey Holtum 024 7672 9996

All Saints Verger Angela Taylor 024 7640 4032

Allesley Afternoon W I Jackie Staveley 024 7640 3729

ACW Conservation Society Jan Burton 024 7640 7480

Allesley Country Market Judit Naughton 024 7633 4210

Allesley Community of
Reconciliation

Don Lindon 024 7640 2680

Allesley Cricket Club Bob Tomlinson 077 7844 4559

Allesley Festival Carol Knee 024 7640 4653

Allesley Flower Arrangers Jackie Ellison 024 7640 3152

Allesley Literature Class Jennifer Smith 024 7667 3729

Allesley Parish       Chairman
Council                          Clerk

Cllr. L. Swann
Jane Chatterton

clerk.allesleypc@outlook.
com
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Allesley Rainbows Donna Roberts 079 2201 2130

Allesley Village Hall Bookings Elaine Lenton 024 7640 3312

Allesley Village Surgery 163, Birmingham Road 024 7640 2332

Age Concern Friendship Group Lesley Grove 024 7640 2067

Beavers Darren Male 079 6887 1859

Bereavement Group Chris Kay 024 7640 3782

Celtica Irish Dancing School Maggie Gallagher 079 5029 1350

Church of Jerusalem Len mdue4sho@googlemail.com

Coventry Archaeological Society Louise Dodd www.covarch.co.uk covarchweb@yahoo.co.uk

Crimestoppers crimestoppers-uk.org 0800 555 111

Flytipping/Potholes (to Report) coventrydirect@coventry.gov.uk 0500 834 333

Girl’s Brigade Jacquie Kettell 0773 225 9327

Good Honest Food Company Cafe Becky Clarke 079 1475 6905

Melody Makers Pauline Sutherland 024 7641 1850

Mites and Minders Toddler Group
allesleychildrenswork@outlook.com

Lesley Borrell
Children & Families Leader

079 5408 0575

Pilates (Monday) Lisa Reid 079 9942 5526

Pilates (Scout Hut) Sam Blythe 078 1486 9818

Police (Non-Emergency) Ask for Neighbourhood Team - 101 x 831 6300

Police. Bablake and Sherbourne
Neighbourhood Policing Team
earlsdon@west-
midlands.pnn.police.uk

twitter.com/@coventrypolice
facebook.com/coventrypolice
Youtube.com/westmidlandspoli
ce

In case of
Emergency
always dial

999

Public Enforcement Team- Noise Office hours 0500 834 333 024 7683 2222 w/e

Rummikub Mavis Jeffery 024 7640 3797

Saints Drama Society Pam Barnes 024 7640 2309

Scout Group
1st Coventry (Allesley Village)

Darren Male 079 6887 1859

Shaolin Kung Fu & Kick Boxing Asa Darlaston 079 0021 0849

Slimming World Rebecca Taylor 077 3307 6778
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We provide a wide range of activities for children, young people and
families like yourselves. Below is an outline of the activities we run -
with so many great opportunities for you and your family to get

involved.

for pre-school children,
on Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.00 am

with toys, craft and drinks

for pre-school children
on Saturday mornings from 9.30 - 10.30 am

with songs, play time and drinks

for all ages @ 10.00 am lively family service
with Bible stories, craft, games....

for 7 - 11 year olds
on the 1st and 3rd Friday of the month from 7.15 - 8.45 pm

with games, Bible story and craft

for more information email the Children and Families Leader,
Lesley Borrell, at
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Keith Albert Winnett 87 18 May 2018
Janet Maud Smith 76 01 July 2018
Barbara Eleanor Pilcher 85 15 July 2018
Alice Josephine Wankling 96 17 July 2018
Beryl Pollard 89 29 July 2018

All Saints Allesley
have a Home Communion Team

who are enabled to visit communicants in their homes
to give Communion at any time.

If you are interested
or know someone who might be, please contact

Cynthia Nash 024 7640 2295

.

Donna Marie Renshaw & Garry Malcolm Pugh 05 May 2018

Jessica Faye Georgina Parry & Thomas Daniel Charles 26 May 2018

Ashley Jaye Davies & Matthew David Armitage 23 June 2018

Terri Louise Giverny McCombie & Paul John Livingstone 03 July 2018

Nicola Cusack & Timothy James Ward 21 July 2018

Lauren Maria Miller & Ashley Craig Norton 28 July 2018

Oliver James Flanaghan 03 July 2018
Charles George Oliver Zeronian-Dalley 08 July 2018
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RIPE FOR HARVESTING ?
Countryside versus

Developers
Such a joyous walk today

with a big blue sky showing
off field upon field of gold
crops ripe and ready for

harvest. Magnificent ancient
trees adding splendour to a
time honoured scene. An

occasional field given over to
pasture where many a time I

have listened to skylarks.
How lucky are we to have
this much beauty on our
doorstop but for how much

longer?
Will bulldozers and diggers
replace combine harvesters

and tractors?
The pictures were taken

along Pickford Brook.

Pat Cakebread


