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Easter offers us a doorway into God’s kingdom. Jesus, abandoned by his
disciples, falsely accused by the authorities and brutally murdered by the state,
emerges from the tomb on Easter Sunday to announce the start of God’s
kingdom.

When we think of a kingdom, we may think of border controls, armies,
governments and of course, a King or Queen. However, God’s kingdom,
unsurprisingly, is unlike any earthly kingdom. It does have a King (Jesus) and
it does have a clear identity. However, it has no physical boundaries and it can
expand wherever there are humans willing to embrace God’s kingdom life.

As Jesus emerges from the tomb he has a poignant encounter with Mary
Magdalene. With her eyes full of tears and with a heavy heart, she asks
impatiently where they have taken her Lord. There her eyesight (and insight) is
restored as Jesus calls her by name and she recognises that he is risen from
the dead. Fascinatingly, he does not wait to give complex theological answers,
nor does he embrace her and tell her of this miracle. No, he sends her
immediately so that others may know the good news. Death is defeated, God’s
kingdom has come and life will never be the same again.

As we fast forward 2000 years, God’s kingdom has stretched around the globe.
The divine principles established through Jesus’s teaching and following his
examples, has transformed humanity. Whenever humans choose to follow
Jesus, God’s kingdom breaks in.

At All Saints church we try to follow Jesus in life, death and resurrection. We
seek to establish God’s kingdom through love and action. We don’t claim to be
perfect, or holy, or accomplished in this God’s kingdom stuff .... We’re just
doing our best.

This Easter I invite you to join God’s kingdom by following Jesus. God’s
kingdom is available to all humanity and anyone can enter it at any time. Come
and join us as we prepare and celebrate God’s kingdom Easter miracle.

Every Blessing,
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29th March

7.00 - 8:30 pm
Maundy Meal

(Bring and share meal for all the family)
in the Church Hall

30th March

10.00 - 11.00 am
Good Friday All Age Service

in Church Hall

From 12.00 noon to 3.00 pm
Meditations at the Foot of the Cross

April 1st

8.00 am
Holy Communion (said)

10.00 am
Easter Day Family Communion

6.00 pm
Easter Day Holy Communion
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Garden Centre:  March-Oct, 9.00-5.00 Mon-Sat, 10-4 Sun, Nov-Feb, 9.00-4.30 Mon-Sat, 10-4 Sun

Coffee Shop open 9.30-3.30 Mon-Sat    10.30-3.00 Sun
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Every Sunday                8.00 am
                                     10.00 am
                                       6.00 pm

Holy Communion
Informal Sunday Worship
Evensong or Communion

All Saints Church

Tuesday to Friday          9.15 am Morning Prayer All Saints Church

3rd Wednesday            10.30 am Holy Communion All Saints Church

Every Sunday    12.00 - 4.00 pm Church of Jerusalem Scout Hut

Every Monday                7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics Village Hall

Every Monday  08.45 - 11.30 am Slimming World Scout Hut

Every Monday  12.30 - 13.30 am Pilates Scout Hut

Every Monday      5.30 - 6.45 pm
                             7.00 - 8.30 pm

Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts

Scout Hut

1st Monday          1.30 - 3.00 pm Rummikub Church Hall

Every except 3rd Mon.  7.00 pm Pilates Church Hall

3rd Monday (winter)      7.30 pm Coventry Beekeepers Church Hall

Every Tuesday               7.30 pm Melody Makers Church Hall

Every Tuesday     7.30 - 9.00 pm Bell Ringing Practice Church Bell Tower

Every Tuesday               5.15 pm Brownies Village Hall

Every Tuesday     5.00 - 5.30 pm
                             5.30 - 6.00 pm
                             6.00 - 6.30 pm

Ltl. Dragons Kung Fu 3-6yr
Freestyle Kung Fu 7-10 yrs
Kick Boxing 8 years - adult

Scout Hut

Last Tuesday                10.30 am
to 12.00 noon

Cuppa with a Copper
or a Councillor

Good Honest Food
Company Cafe

1st Wednesday              1.45 pm Afternoon WI Village Hall

Every Wednesday          9.45 am Allesley Country Market Village Hall

Wed. Term Time 9.30 - 11.0  am Mites and Minders Church Hall

Every Wednesday 4.30 -7.15 pm Irish Dancing     4-16 years Scout Hut

Every Wednesday 7.30 -8.30 pm Pilates Scout Hut

1st Thursday                10.30 am Allesley Friendship Group Church Hall

Every Thursday 12.30- 13.30 pm Pilates Scout Hut

Alt. Thursdays     7.00 - 8.30 pm All Saints’ Youth Club Church Hall

Every Thursday              7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics Village Hall

Every Thursday              3.00 pm Allesley Literature Class Church Hall

Every Thursday              7.00 pm Allesley Flower Arrangers Jaguar Social Club

Every Thursday    7.00 - 9.00 pm Scouts Scout Hut
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Every Friday                 10.30 am Bereavement Care Group Church Hall

Every Friday                   5.00 pm Rainbows Church Hall

Fridays 6.15 - 7.45 pm
In Term Time       7.45 - 9.15 pm

Girls’ Brigade       5 -14 yrs
                              14+ yrs

Queens Road Baptist
Church

Every Saturday    9.00 - 1.00 pm Available for hire to clubs Scout Hut

Saturday in Term Time  9.30 am Mainly Music Church Hall

Saturday pm &
Sundays

Available for children’s
Party Hire

Scout Hut

is published three times a year. It is printed on part-recycled paper and over
3,800 copies of each issue are delivered free to all homes in Allesley Parish.
This and past copies can be viewed in colour on www.allesley-church.org.uk

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial team.
The editors cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information submitted
for publication or the quality of the services offered by our advertisers.

Your views, comments and contributions are always welcome.
Special thanks to our proof reader Juliet Amery.

Editorial Team:
Amanda Slater 024 7664 0019 pikerslanefarm@btopenworld.com

Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

Full details of all services and other events can always be found in the
weekly church bulletin on www.allesley-church.org.uk

Colour per Issue: Whole Page £90
Black & White per Issue: Whole Page £60  Half Page £30  Quarter Page £15

Contact Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

To all our volunteer magazine distributors
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Commissioner for Oaths
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In recent months I have been trying to
photograph local Jackdaws, initially
with little success. These smallest
members of the crow family are very
intelligent and remarkably wary. I
would occasionally watch a flock of
them as they congregated and
chattered noisily in the tops of tall ash
trees on Staircase Lane. Following
their regular flight path uphill, I found
that they were using All Saints’ belfry
and the churchyard lime trees as safe
roosts and nesting places.
I started to include the churchyard
footpath in my local walk and
eventually managed to get some
shots of these pale-eyed jaunty birds.
I have since read that Jackdaws have
a strong association with church
buildings dating back over many
centuries.

The English poet William Cowper
wrote: -

"A great frequenter of the church,
Where, bishoplike, he finds a perch,

And dormitory too."
In France, Jackdaws are known as

 - belltower
crows.
Maybe Jackdaws have been nesting
in Allesley church since its Norman
origins, perhaps when Henry
Beauclerc or Stephen of Blois was
king?
Pairs of Jackdaws form strong
enduring relationships. Their nest is
lined with soft warm material such as
horse hair. One clutch of four or five
pale blue speckled eggs are laid in
April or May. Both parents show great
dedication in feeding and rearing their
chicks.

Like many of you I am totally in awe of
Richard’s wonderful photographs,
particularly of birds. It is so lovely to
see our tower neighbours, the
Jackdaws, captured, going about their
everyday business.
As bell ringers we are very used to
sharing our space with them and also
the kestrels that Richard highlighted in
the Christmas magazine.
The Jackdaws may be wary but they
certainly have no objection to being in
very close proximity to the sound of
the bells! In addition, the tower plays
host to pigeons, that sometimes breed
successfully in the small window at the
top of the tower stairs - taking
advantage of the abandoned pile of

sticks left there by the Jackdaws. Such
sticks seem to quite often find their
way in, under and around the bell
frame. They get tidied up every so
often, when we have a spring clean!
We host a variety of insect life in the
belfry, most particularly ladybirds that
like to over-winter in the crevices and
sound control material of our ceiling.
Their numbers sometimes seem to
reach plague proportions. When the
weather warms up they emerge, to
annoy us by flying in our faces whilst
we are ringing. Occasional butterflies
will do the same. Inevitably we can
boast a splendid collection of spiders
that no doubt help to control the
multitude of flying pests.
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Tony Richards can perform a
particular kind of alchemy. He can
transport us back to a, far off, sunny
day when a young family posed
outside their home - a scene of
Allesley village that has perhaps not
been viewed for over 150 years. This is
a very special kind of magic.
Tony collects all manner of Victorian
photography. Some he buys at car
boots, auctions, or online, some is
donated to him and some he finds in
boxes in skips, (of all places) – ‘it is

always worth a look’, he says. He is
also a practitioner of wet plate
collodion photography.
This  image  of  the  Stone  House,

Allesley, is a collodion wet plate
negative, one of a group of plates
Tony acquired. Some of this group
can be dated to between 1860 and
1869. They have been identified as
being taken in and around Coventry.
http://fourtoes.co.uk/iblog/wet-plate-
negatives-of-coventry/
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The Stone House is Allesley’s only
Grade II* building. In issue 23 of the
parish magazine Doreen told us of its
early history in the 1500s, as the home
of John Milward. The house we see
today is altered from Milward’s day. It
is a sizeable property with a Jacobean
front, dated 1608. The front which is
nearly symmetrical has two gables
and a middle porch. It stands above
the deep cutting of Telford’s road
improvements of 1824-9.
From the Allesley census records it is
difficult to determine which property
each   household   occupied,   as   the
dwellings are, on the whole, not
named. However, a Sale Notice in the
Coventry Standard of the 15th March
1867, announced -

That crucial information confirms that
Charles Lachlan Harris aged 32, a
plush (a fashionable type of velvet

fabric) manufacturer  from Coundon,
was tenant at the Stone House, with
his wife Sarah Sophia aged 31, sons
Charles aged 8, Allan aged 6 and
daughters Catherine aged 4, Elizabeth
aged 2 and Caroline aged 5 months.
The household is sufficiently wealthy
to be able to employ a Housemaid, a
Cook, two Nurses and a Groom.
Charles has obviously done well for
himself in the plush manufactory. The
family had previously lived in Keresley
but had been resident in Allesley by
1859, for the baptism of Elizabeth and
were still there in 1864, when another
son, James, was born. By 1871,
Charles, having, presumably, made
his fortune, had retired with his family
to the Sussex seaside at Brighton.
It cannot be verified of course but I
wonder if this image was taken around
1863. Is that Sarah Sophia standing in
the path and are they her sons Allan
(at the foot of the steps) and Charles
(on the upper path)?
Thanks to Tony for allowing the use of
his image and to Richard for spotting
it on the Internet in the first place.
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Local newspapers from Georgian and
Victorian times often published items
concerning the Allesley Toll House.
I initially came across this reference -

This auction was to dispose of
redundant equipment and horses after
the completion of the local section of
the London to Holyhead Road.
Looking nowadays at the Birmingham
Road, as it rises through the old centre
of Allesley village, it is difficult to
believe that in the early 19th century it
was part of one of the most important
and modern highways of the Industrial
Revolution.
Following the Union with Ireland Act
1800, Members of Parliament with
Irish constituencies and their civil
servants had to travel frequently
between Westminster and Ireland. On
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the London to Holyhead section of the
journey there had only been a rough
track, with steep gradients and other
hazards that could damage coaches
and cause injury to horses and
passengers.
Parliament agreed to fund a massive
civil engineering project to ensure a
safer and swifter journey for politicians
and state employees. The famous
Scottish engineer, Thomas Telford,
was commissioned to built the 250
mile London to Holyhead super
highway during the 1820s, at a cost
exceeding £500,000.
Turnpike trusts were set up by
Parliament with powers to collect tolls
for maintaining this and other new
roads. Toll houses with gates were
built at strategic points where
travellers were less able to evade
payment.
The Allesley Toll House was built on
the junction of the Holyhead Road and
the Allesley Old Road, near to where
the Tollgate pub is now sited.
Tolls were unpopular with many
travellers. The toll charges were
complex and depended on the
number of horses pulling a vehicle, the
wheel size of vehicle, the type of load,
time of year, etc. The toll collector
often became embroiled in arguments
or worse, as illustrated in these local
newspaper reports:
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After 1840, many turnpike trusts saw a
serious decline in income as long
distance traffic was drawn away to the
new railways. Road tolls were ended
in 1871 by Act of Parliament. The
Allesley Toll House was eventually
demolished in the 1930s to allow for
road widening.
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It is with deep regret we have to record
the death of Pte. G. H. Kettle, of
Allesley, near Coventry, who died of
wounds in France on November 28th,
at the age of 34 years. He held the
position of Hon. Secretary of the
Warwickshire Guild from 1914 to 1916
and was greatly respected by all who
knew him.
Pte. Kettle learned to ring at Allesley
and was one of a band of ringers who

made good progress in the art of
change ringing, under the tuition of
members of the Stoke-in-Coventry
Society.
He rang twelve peals, viz., two of
Doubles, seven of Bob Minor, one of
Grandsire and two of Stedman Triples.
As a mark of esteem and respect the
following members of the Allesley and
Stoke bands rang with the bells half-
muffled, at Allesley, on December 2nd
for morning service,

720 Bob Minor:
W. Pryce 1, J. H. White (conductor) 2,

W. J. Smith 3, J. Taylor 4,
A. Wilson 5, W. T. Cox 6.

Also for evening service, several six-
scores of Grandsire Doubles.
The bells at Stoke were also rung half-
muffled on Sunday, December 9th, for
evening service.”
A peal of Bob Minor was rung as a
mark of respect at Allesley on 15th
December 1917 with the bells half-
muffled. An engraved and gilded glass
Peal Board commemorating this event
was erected in All Saints’ Belfry.

It was with deep regret that the people
Allesley and district heard of the death
of Harry Kettle, of the Berkshire
Regiment, who died in hospital in
France from wounds received in
action. Deceased was for some years
gardener to the late Archdeacon Bree
and was a prominent bellringer, being
the leader of the local ringers. Much
sympathy is felt for the widow and
child who are left.
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On Tuesday the 28th November 2017, at
Allesley, a peal was rung on the exact
day of the centenary of the death of
George Henry (Harry) Kettle.
Harry Kettle was Allesley Ringing Master,
Secretary of the Warwickshire Guild of
Bell Ringers and Head Gardener to the
late Archdeacon Bree at Allesley
Rectory.
The method especially chosen was
Kettle Alliance Major, it being the first
peal rung in the method. It was rung by
past and present officers of the Coventry
Diocesan Guild of Bell Ringers to honour
the service that Harry had given in his
time as Hon Secretary of the
Warwickshire Guild, as well as his
sacrifice for his country.
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Well here we are in February and we
are already well underway in planning
the 43rd Allesley Festival. Of course we
know that you are busy too, thinking of
ideas for this year’s scarecrows and
floats on the 2018 theme of ‘Nursery
Rhymes and Fairy Tales’. We have
pleasure in reminding you of this
year’s dates, which will run from
Saturday 30th June to Sunday 8th July.
We are so looking forward to a great
year, building on last year’s successes
and leaning on the huge Community
spirit which currently seems to be
buzzing around Allesley. We are truly
thankful and most appreciative of the
great enthusiasm and support which

we are receiving in the Community.
We are building strong relationships
with Rector, Miles Baker (the newly
appointed Rector at All Saints), Mrs
Linda Hoey, (Headteacher at Allesley
Primary School) and other Community
hubs around us.
One of our main focuses this year is to
encourage you to take up the
challenge of joining us to make the
longest procession in our history. As
you know, we are happy to welcome
lorries, cars, scooters, bikes, walkers
or even a pushchair parade, so get
your thinking caps on and contact me
as soon as you have decided to enter!
Just to get your competitive juices
flowing, we are introducing (brand
new for this year!) an extra 1st place
rosette ‘Chair’s Choice’ to be awarded
by me personally in addition to the
official ‘Judge’s Pick’.
Another exciting development is that
we are going to reinstate a carnival
tradition with a new twist. We have
decided to have a King and Queen,
two Princes and two Princesses of the
Festival, who will of course take pride
of place at the front of the Carnival
Parade. These children will be
randomly picked out of a draw by the
Festival Committee. If your child is in
Year 5 or 6, lives in Allesley and you
would like to enter them into the draw,
please get in touch with me giving
their name, age and contact details as
soon as possible.
Alongside our wonderful Art Exhibition
of local artists’ work in the Church Hall,
in the Church itself, there will be a
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display of Allesley Primary School
childrens’ artwork, sharing their new
School Values with the Community.
The Committee, Church, School and
of course Tony Coles, who organises
our main exhibition are very excited
about this. We do hope that you will
come along to visit both the main Art
Exhibition (perhaps to spot something
new for your home) and also the
School’s Gallery on Saturday 30th

June and Sunday 1st July, between
10.00 am and 5.00 pm - entry is free
and refreshments are available.
As you can see we have many new
ideas up our sleeves and here is a
summary of just a few more.
On Sunday 1st July, Rector Miles will
host a Service to introduce the
Festival, including the Coronation of
the Festival ‘Royalty’, to which all are
very welcome. Our annual Scarecrow
Competition will also include a painted
rock trail and on Monday 2nd July there
will be a Flower Demonstration
evening kindly offered by Allesley
Flower Club.
The Garden Walks will return to the
Village this year and we are
desperately appealing now for
gardeners to open their gardens for
this event, which will take place on
Sunday 1st July between 2.00 and 5.00
pm. Tea will be served in the Village
Hall and we hope to have some
musical entertainment along the
route! Please contact me as soon as
possible if you are able to help us by
opening your garden.
Thursday 5th July will see our
traditional Ladies Evening but with a

later start time of 7.00 pm at the Jaguar
Social Club with our Fashion Show
and many new stalls for your interest.
The Jag will also host their annual
‘Jagfest’ on the weekend of Saturday
7th July - hopefully you will all join us
for a fabulous ‘After-Festival’ party!
Lastly, we will be repeating our very
successful ‘Facebook Auction’. If you
are a business and are able to donate
a ‘lot’, please contact me soon. Then
everyone, please do keep your eye on
our Facebook page when the bidding
starts during June to see what you can
win!
Thank you so much in advance to our
Festival Committee and to all of you
who plan to take part and support our
events. Please contact me as below
and follow us on Facebook
#allesleyfestival. Watch for the regular
updates on our website page -
www.allesleyfestival.co.uk
Warm wishes for an enjoyable Festival
–  fingers crossed for good weather.

Carol Knee
Carol@Allesleyfestival.co.uk
Allesley Festival Chair
07745954386
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Further to Lewis Hill’s article on the VE
and VJ parties (Parish Magazine Issue
23), Bill Bedder would like to share this
photo of the VE Day party in the field
alongside Butt Lane.
Bill Bedder also confirmed that this
photo was taken at the same VE Day
party held in Butt Lane. He is indicated
(+) on the back row. He would very
much like to know if anyone can help
in putting names to other people.

The photo (above) shows Mrs Jeacox,
on the left, (from 99 Butt Lane) and
Mrs Bedder (Bill’s mother, from 105
Butt Lane). They have just finished
serving up home-made ice cream to
the children. With strict food rationing
in force, this would have been the first
ice cream that many of the children
would have tasted since the outbreak
of war. The houses in the background
are 149, 151 and 153 Butt Lane.

+

Ice Cream in a Biscuit Tin Lid
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Curtain raiser for this year’s season in
the garden will be a tulip festival. Over
several weeks in November gardeners
have planted more than 1,000 bulbs in
some 20 different varieties. If all goes
to plan these should herald the start of
spring in colourful magnificence. We
expect the flowering to start in late
March and continue until the first
market.
In the meantime our winter event in
January, an evening with TV gardener,
Howard Drury, was a huge success
with more than 70 people attending at
St Christopher’s Church Hall (see
photo of Howard Drury fourth from left
with our gardeners).
Then there is the multi-purpose
building. In January plans were
submitted to Coventry Council by  our
architect. He has called it a pavilion
and it will enable us to utilise it as an
interpretation point with wallboards for
visitors. It can also be used as a place

for gardening workshops and shelter
in the event of inclement weather. A
patio will enable it to be used as an
indoor - outdoor space. We are
hopeful for planning permission
sometime in March and can then
apply for the necessary funding.
Plans are also underway for the
monthly markets. The first is on
Saturday, May 19 from 10.30 am to
1.30 pm. We expect all the usual craft
stalls and the theme for the event will
be planting seeds. Free seeds will also
be available to plant at home.
Throughout the season we shall
encourage families to grow their own
food.
As the tulips die down each space will
be seeded with annual flowers to
provide a substantial bee garden. We
invite the public to help us in this
interesting new venture. Contact us on
024 7640 2030 if you can help or just
want to know more.
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My name is Craig Rayson, I took over
responsibility for the local policing of the
Allesley area in October 2017. I have a
small team of four Police Officers and
nine Community Support Officers. My
team has responsibility for four wards of
the City, namely Bablake, Sherbourne,
Whoberley and Earlsdon and we are
based at Canley Police Station (for now).
Some of the main issues that may be
affecting you at present are;-

There has been an increase in burglaries
and vehicle crime throughout Coventry
and the Allesley area has not escaped
this increase. Whilst we have been
working with our investigations
department and a number of people
have been arrested and dealt with
through the courts, we are still seeing
these types of crimes happening. There
are some easy things that you can do to
reduce the chances of these offences
happening to you.
Lock doors and windows - around 30%
of burglary involves an insecure
property. Make sure your doors are
locked (even when you are in).
Make sure that car keys are not visible
from the front door. Some of the
offences that we have been dealing with
involve the ‘fishing’ of car keys through
letter boxes. A long pole is shoved
through a letter box and keys are
retrieved that way. If you cannot see the
keys from the letter box then they cannot
be stolen in this way.
Remove valuables from your vehicle
when you leave it and lock it. Leaving
anything of value in your car when you
park it is an invitation to an offender to
steal it. When you leave your car please

take everything of value with you, even
things that you may feel are safe, such
as small amounts of change or large
items (such as pushchairs).

You may have noticed an increase in off
road bikes in the Allesley area, in recent
weeks. They have been using the
redeveloped industrial park around the
Amazon building as a meeting place.
We have been working with the site
owners and they have increased the
private security provision for the area,
including using dog officers. The forces
‘Operation Wraithbone’ officers are also
aware of the growing issue and we are
working with them to mount an
operation involving officers from
throughout the force, should the
problems continue.

You will be aware that at least one of the
hotels in the area has been used to
provide emergency housing for people
in need. Whilst there is a need to provide
safe housing for some vulnerable
members of society, I am aware that
some anti-social behaviour has resulted.
We have been working as part of a multi-
agency approach to the issue and
progress is being made to address the
problems that have arisen.

If you have any questions please feel
free to contact the team via the following
e-mail address -
Earlsdon@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
To report crime and ASB please use the
101 service but in emergencies dial 999.
You can keep up to date with crime
issues and messages by signing up to
the WMNow service.
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I knew nobody had put cement in my
trainers, so why did my legs feel so
heavy? My Christian Aid bag kept
slipping off my shoulder, it was so light
it kept wafting in the slight breeze. I
took a breath and headed to the first
driveway, up to the first door. Number
One had such a long driveway. I
knocked on the door and waited…
there was no response.
Then onwards to Number Three, I
knocked and waited…... again, no
response. I looked at my watch - five
past ten, it read - was it too early?
I walked around to Number Five,
knocked and waited... Then the door
opened.
“Hi”, I smiled, “I dropped a”...
“I’m sorry I’m not religious“ she said.
I looked down at the envelope I was
carrying as the door shut in front of me.
OK, I looked at the picture on the front
of the envelope - the words repeated
in my head. “I’m not religious”
I turned on my heels and carried on to
the next door, Number Seven.
Thoughts played into my head of me
taking an empty bag back to the
church.
Was I going to be the only person to
collect nothing at all?

Number Seven did not answer, neither
did Number Nine and the same for
Number Eleven.
I decided to cross the road to the even
numbers, Number Two... again, no
answer.
I was starting to think that there was a
conspiracy going on behind the
curtains. I imagined all the
householders, phones in hand, telling
each other that the religious man was
knocking on the doors and warning,
“Don’t answer!!”
Number Four and Number Six, again
produced no answer. I had the same
vision again in my head of an
upturned, empty bag. The bag slipped
down my arm as a small gust of wind
caught it. I said a small prayer.
Was I going to be the only person to
not collect a single penny?
On to the next house.
As I walked up the drive the front door
opened and a lady emerged carrying
her recycling to the bin.
“Hi, I dropped an envelope for
Christian Aid a few days ago”.
As I spoke we both looked down at her
bundle of papers, the red of the
envelope was mingled in between
pieces of discarded paper, “Oh, I’m
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sorry I don’t think I have had one, do
you have a spare?”  I gave her the one
I carried and she told me that she
would catch me up with some change.
As I turned to go to the next house a
bird landed on the drive-way, six feet
in front of me, a brown, non-descript
bird, bigger than a robin but smaller
then a pigeon. It hopped off the
driveway and onto the grass. I slowed
down so as not to startle it as it jumped
around in front of the flower bed.
I went to Number Eight, knocked on
the door and was greeted, after a few
seconds, by the smiling face of a lady,
“Christian Aid?” I asked.
She handed me the red envelope that
was waiting on her shelf, it jingled with
the sound of coins. I thanked her,
placed it into my bag and felt relieved
that I would not be going back empty
handed. I turned and was greeted by
the neighbour, who was now holding
out a red envelope and not her
recycling. Placing hers in my bag I
thanked her and continued to the next
house.
As I looked down the bird jumped on
to the next drive, the one I was now
walking up. I knocked. The man who
opened the door smiled.
”I dropped an envelope for Christian
Aid?” He turned and shouted
“Christian Aid” into the house, a lady’s
voice from the inside shouted back
“It’s by the telephone”.
As I turned, placing the envelope into
my bag, I saw the bird fly up into the
small tree in the garden of the next
house, chirping.

As I continued to the next house, then
the next, my mood changed, I felt I
had a spring in my step. Each time the
bird was only a few feet away from me
as I went up the garden paths.
I felt  the bag get heavier and heavier.
I looked down at the envelope -
Nejebar and Sudai stared back at me
from their camp in Greece, to where
they had fled from the Taliban in
Afghanistan, after members of their
family had been killed. Then I thought
about the start of the collection and
how my feet had been weighted down.
How could I complain? I thought of the
sacrifice of Jesus, of what he had
done for us.
I knocked louder on all the following
doors as a new strength came over
me. I didn’t see the bird, “my friend“,
on the rest of the round but my bag
got heavier. I felt humbled and
blessed.
I know I will be first to volunteer for
anything I can that helps make other
people’s lives better. We all can!!!
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Allesley Park Community Centre, 199 Winsford Ave, Allesley Park
Coventry CV5 9NG - Tel: 024 76715432 or 76715150

Coundon Care at Allesley Park offers affordable Day Care in the local
Community for the older person

Our service is also inclusive of those clients with Dementia (Subject to assessment)

All our staff are qualified and experienced and the environment
is safe and homely

Our service reflects our clients’ needs, interests and hobbies
Afternoon entertainment is included

Monday-Wednesday and Friday
Includes a 2 course lunch and all refreshments

Transport available within a certain radius

For further details please contact Lynne on 76715150 or Nina on 76715432
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Your Local Installer of UPVC
Windows
Doors
Conservatories
Fascia Boards and Guttering

Installing and Repairing Double Glazing
in the Local Area for 27 years

Our New UPVC Windows are the most up to date in
Glazing Technology

Achieving A, B or C Ratings WERS
(Window Energy Rating Scheme)

The Glass Units are designed to keep the Heat in
and the Cold out

Free Estimates  No Salesmen
FENSA Registered

Tel Office 024 7659 3278
Direct Line 0795 6805244

vinnysloyan@virginmedia.com
www.rainbowwindowdesign.co.uk

64, Kingsbury Road, Coundon, Coventry CV6 1PH
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Very little tidying has happened in our
churchyard since the last edition of the
magazine. It has weathered the ice
and snow of December,  provided a
backdrop for the lanterns to welcome
guests to the Carol and Christmas Eve
services and now is giving a beautiful
display of snowdrops.

It is often the first impression our
guests receive as they arrive for a
baptism, wedding, funeral
or Sunday service. Our
young people love to race
around outside after
church services to let off
steam and we see a
steady stream of dog
walkers on the way to the
Coundon Wedge from the
Birmingham Road.
A team of gardeners of all
ages (including children)
meet on a regular basis
from February to October

to care for the outside space around
the church. They see that the grass is
mowed, the flower beds are free of
weeds, the car park is swept of leaves
and the lower churchyard is
maintained.
The dates during the Spring and
Summer are Saturday -

Occasionally, a wedding means we
have to finish early or change the date.
We start at approximately 9.00 am and
work as our energy allows. We break
for a hot mid-morning brunch (veggie
option available).
We are always pleased to welcome
new friends from the parish who wish
to join us. Bring your own favourite
gardening tools or borrow ours.
For further information contact
Michael or Annelie 02476 692734 or
anneliejones@hotmail.com
We look forward to seeing you.

24 March 21 April
19 May 9 June
7 July 4 August

25 August 15 September
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2018 is a big year for Global Care as
we celebrate our 35th anniversary.
Global Care began on the end of a
kitchen table in Coventry, when
founder Ron Newby wrote to friends,
asking them to sponsor needy
children he had recently met in
Uganda.
We are still in Coventry but we
outgrew that kitchen table years ago.
What a journey it has been!
Thousands of miles, touching
thousands of lives. Over 35 countries
in 35 years. Through years of struggle
for the poorest, fighting for the rights
of the marginalised and
disenfranchised, Global Care has
stood alongside vulnerable children
until they learned to stand alone.
We work with grassroots Christian
partners determined to make a
difference in their own communities.
We have enabled local Christians all
over the world to be the hands and
feet of Jesus, bringing good news to
the lives of the ‘least of these’. What a
privilege!
We want to mark our 35th year by
telling some of these stories - stories
of transformation and hope for
individuals, families and entire
communities. Please browse our web
site www.globalcare.org or follow our
social media channels, to enjoy our
stories. Help us celebrate 35 years of
adventure, struggle and global care
for vulnerable children. We also want
to use this milestone year to launch a
new initiative in Uganda, the country
where we started all those years ago.

Throughout 2018, we aim to raise a
minimum of £35,000 to develop a new
initiative helping children with
disabilities access education, in a
country where over 90% of children
with disabilities never go to school.
More information about this exciting
new project at -
www.globalcare.org/building-ability-in-disability

To achieve our goal, we are planning
a series of fundraising events. The first
of these is a Dragon Boat Regatta,
taking place at St. Nicholas Park,
Warwick on Saturday 30 June, from
10:00 am. This exciting event will see
a series of boat races between teams
fighting to be crowned King of the
River!
Why not push the boat out and join
us? We are looking for at least 10
teams of 13-15 people to battle it out
on the river. You can join as a group of
friends or colleagues, as a church
group, or as individuals. There will be
plenty of family fun on the riverbanks
too and lots of space to picnic.
Why not pick up a paddle and join us?
All participants must pay a non-
refundable £30 deposit, which covers
most of our costs and commit to
further fundraising towards our
disability initiative. There will be prizes
for the individual and the boat raising
the most money, as well as the
winners of the regatta! The minimum
age to take part is 10 years old.
If you want to join us, for an
information pack; -
email events@globalcare.org
or call Anita on  030 030 21 030.
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We had a somewhat mixed reaction to
 in February, directed by

Adrian Edgar. Some loved it, others
were not too sure but ultimately it
provoked discussion, which achieves
our aim of engaging with our
audience.
Well done to Jonathan who played
Charlie and won hearts with his
masterly mixture of ‘Klingon’ and
‘gobbledegook’ and to Lucinda, who
as Betty, was the motherly Southern
landlady we would all like to stay with.
Congratulations also to our five new
members: Aran, Kart, Kevin, Louisa
and Mark, who worked so hard to help
bring this quirky tale to life. The
hunting lodge set was yet another
triumph for Mark and the Saints’
construction team.
Our May production sees the return of
the feisty ladies of the

 who mount another
assault on the classics with their stage
version of .

They enthusiastically portray a
dizzying array of characters from the
Dickensian favourite (and a few which
definitely are not). It may be
unseasonal but that will not deter the
ladies! Audience participation will also
be invited…
Directed by Gary Swain and David
Healey, Jayne Batstone, Kate Hill and
Juliana Swain star as three of four
indomitable Guild ladies, with Bill
Parkinson as their harassed Stage
Manager.
This comedy of errors will run from

 at
. Performances

start promptly at 7.30pm.
Our dedicated Box Office line, 07927
319985 will open on

. Tickets remain at £7 full price
and £6 concessions. If you cannot get
through on the Box Office line then do
call me on 024 7640 2309.

Please spread the word.

www.thesaintsdramacoventry.co.uk



PGS
DECORATING SERVICES

AND
GENERAL PROPERTY

REPAIRS

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DECORATING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

EXCELLENT STANDARDS OF
WORKMANSHIP

FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 02476 402301

MOB: 07944034940

M. J. Silvera
Painting and Decorating Services

30 Years Experience
Interior and Exterior Work

Private and Commercial
Providing Reliable, Professional Work

Local Tradesmen

024 7659 8403
Mobile 077 2942 0082
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The Coventry Branch of the
Warwickshire Beekeepers’ Association
have enjoyed another winter of
monthly meetings at All Saints Church
Hall. Meanwhile the bees were sitting
out the cold and snow in their hives. It
has been a long time since we have
seen them and most of us are itching
to check on how they are but we will
have to be patient and wait until the
weather warms up. It might be some
time, beekeeping lore says you should
not open up the hives until it is ‘shirt
sleeve weather.’
One of the most enjoyable winter
meetings this year was an impromptu
honey tasting that we held in October
when we all tried our hand at being a
Honey Show judge. We did a blind
taste test of members’ honeys and
scored each one out of 10 before
collating the results and presenting the
owner of the best tasting honey with a

prize. We even had a guest taster
along in the person of Mr. Williams, a
local councillor.
Our winter meetings at Allesley finish
on 19th March, when we move on to
our summer meetings at the Branch
Apiary at Garden Organic at Ryton.
These meetings are held at 3.00 pm
on the third Sunday of the month from
May to August. If you fancy having a
look inside a hive do join us (bee suits
will be provided). Or you may catch
up with us at various events through
the summer including the Godiva
Festival and Fillongley Country Show.
There you can see the bees in their
observation hive and taste and
purchase a variety of local honey and
perhaps a candle or two. Details of
events will be posted on the Coventry
Branch website;
http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk/
Happy Easter and let us hope the

weather bucks up
soon!
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The credo of the International
Community of the Cross of Nails is the
pursuit of Peace, Justice and
Reconciliation. Even a cursory glance
at your television or newspaper would
quickly lead you to the conclusion that
the world today is very short on
peace, justice and especially
reconciliation.
If we are to truly fulfil our role in society
we should equip ourselves to enable
us to speak the truth in the public
arena and that is a deep challenge. St.
Paul tells us to speak the truth in love
(Eph. 4:15). The most obvious lesson
is to “do unto others as you would
have them do to you.”
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
taught us to love our enemies - in fact,
to “bless those who persecute us”
and later his plea from the cross was
“Father forgive them, for they know
not what they do”. This command to
love our enemies is almost impossible
to fulfil but in fact it is an absolute
necessity for our survival. Love even
for our enemies is the key to solving
the problems of our world. Love is the
only force which can transform an
enemy into a friend. Love builds us up
with its redemptive powers.
Justice is at the heart of the kingdom
of God. However it is easy to become
overwhelmed by the cries for Justice.
Child poverty, mass incarceration and
oppression of women, human
trafficking and religious persecution -
these and many other evils cry out for
redress. Where are we to start? What
is the nature of the justice we should

be pursuing? Jesus teaches us to
“Make your priority God’s Kingdom
and his way of life”. God’s justice is
not a goal to be achieved by
successful projects or campaigns. (As
Pope Francis has reminded us, the
Church is not an NGO -

 ) God’s
justice is a ‘new life’, a vocation, we
are to live out every day - first in our life
together and then through our work in
the world.
Inextricably linked to Reconciliation is
the power of forgiveness. During my
spell with Coventry Cathedral’s
Ministry of Reconciliation I heard this
memorable story told by a German
ex-soldier. He had served on the
Eastern Front during the Second
World War and during his time in
Byelorussia he had taken part in the
destruction of a small town, including
the hunting down and killing not only
its small Jewish population but also
Slavic Russians, who were considered
by the Nazis as only one step up from
the Jews. Several years after the war
was over this man and four of his
wartime comrades volunteered to join
a working party, whose mission was to
help to build a youth centre in the town
that held so many bad memories for
them. It was to be their act of contrition.
When their stay was coming to an end
they were invited to a party to
celebrate their contribution to the
building program and the many
friendships that had been made. It
was a joyful evening with plenty of
food and drink, music and song and in
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typical Russian fashion many
speeches and toasts. Overcome by
feelings of guilt and emotion one of the
ex-soldier rose and through his
interpreter confessed to his new found
friends the details of his terrible past
and his contribution to the destruction
of their town and to the deaths in which
he had participated. With a trembling
voice and tears pouring down his
cheeks he asked for their forgiveness.
The party was stunned into silence.
Then an elderly Russian lady left her
seat, walked slowly forward and held
his head between her hands and
gently kissed him on both cheeks. She
then sat down. This was the soldier’s
tale of forgiveness and reconciliation
that he related to us at Coventry
Cathedral, whose healing power of the
‘Cross of Nails’ he readily
acknowledged.
An organisation called ‘the Bench we
Share’ used to visit Coventry Cathedral
as part of a healing process for groups
of Serbs, Bosnians and Croats, to
work together to find forgiveness and
reconciliation after the terrible
outbreaks of hatred and violence to
which they had been exposed. Thus I
heard at first hand the deep seated
anguish that prevented these people
from finding peace with each other.
Thanks to the understanding, love and
patience of the Reverend Clive Fowle,
a Methodist Minister from Leamington,
confessions of guilt and pleas for
forgiveness began to be exchanged
and one by one the tears would flow
and arms would be extended in loving
embraces. Once again the wondrous

healing message of ‘The Cross of
Nails’ had begun to work its
mysterious power.
I became interested in one woman in
the party. She was a strong imposing
lady of middle years who confessed to
me that she did not know why she had
agreed to come on this trip. She was,
she said, a member of the Communist
party and had no religious beliefs and
was in fact very opposed to organised
religion. It was customary at these
events for the participants to be
invited to the Sunday morning
communion service in the Cathedral.
This particular Sunday I was
somewhat surprised to see my friend
sitting alongside the other members
of the group. I was even more
surprised when she rose to approach
the altar for the Eucharist. When she
returned to her seat she was in tears,
visibly sobbing. After the service I
sought her out and asked what had
happened to her. She replied, “Don, I
have no idea, I just felt as if some
great weight had fallen away and I felt
a great peace had come over me. My
tears were tears of happiness.” I
enquired no further. The following day
they flew back to their homes. I just
hoped they were again all able to
‘share the benches’. We began with
Peace, Justice and Reconciliation and
we end with the need for forgiveness,
that wonderful power that can set free
both the forgiver and the forgiven.
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The Big Lunch is a
very simple idea
from the Eden
Project. The aim is
to get as many
people as possible

across the whole of the UK to have
lunch with their neighbours, annually
on a Sunday in June, in a simple act of
community, friendship and fun.
Since starting in 2009, thousands of
Big Lunches have taken place in all
types of communities across the UK.
Allesley have celebrated the Big Lunch
for the past three years and last year
over 120 people of all ages attended.
This year's  is
planned for -

You can bring your own picnic
/sandwiches and/or bring a plate to
share - either is fine. Squash will be
available for the children.
Having a Big Lunch with your
neighbours can be great fun! Here are
just a few reasons why you should get
people on your street or community
involved: -
 The Big Lunch is a simple recipe to

have fun with your neighbours and
encourage friendlier, safer,
neighbourhoods, which will…

 Feed community spirit! As well as
sharing a meal you will be meeting
new people, be making new friends
and strengthening ties in your
community which could see you…

 Starting to share more - from
conversation and ideas to skills
and resources - so we all end up

richer in every sense, which can
also help you to…

 Discover common ground across
age, class, faith, race and the
garden fence and remind
ourselves that charity begins at
home, or just a couple of doors
away and remember…

 To make the third of us who live
alone feel connected to their
communities and before you know
it, you have started to…change a
neighbourhood for good, forever!

In past years, we have had craft
activities for children, face painting,
live music and plenty of food -
sandwiches, crisps, sausages,
cheese, cold  meats, salads, jelly and
ice-cream and cake and more cake
and more cake (including gluten free).
However what makes the day go
really well is early and good planning.
We know we can borrow a couple of
marquees and people to erect and
dismantle them. What we do need is a
small group of people with the
contacts in the community to enable
us to bring the Big Lunch together.
We are keen to hear from face
painters, jugglers, people with craft
skills, musicians, singers, burger
flippers, hot dog experts, cake bakers,
in fact anybody with a skill or interest
which can be shared.
If you feel that you could help, know
people who are community minded,
or are part of a group/society /family /
work colleagues/school friends who
might like to join in, please e-mail
allesley@btconnect.com
or telephone 024 7669 2734
and speak with Michael Jones.



37



P. McFadden
Decorators

Interior and Exterior also property repairs
 Over 35 years experience

Tel: 02476503377   Mob:07974203229
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Ladies into Golf – Low handicap, High handicap
or No handicap - All ladies welcome

Friendship & Fun are in abundance for all of the
Ladies Golf Section at the

Always welcoming to newcomers, our ladies
section participation is high with regular

competitions, fun formats, order of merits, away
days, trips abroad and much more!

But it is not just about playing on the course, you are also joining a club and we
would like to welcome you with the help of our sociable and welcoming members.

Whether it is joining a member for a warm Starbucks drink, some food in the vibrant
Zest Bar, attending the Summer Ball or celebrating at the Annual Awards dinner

dance, you will soon be part of something special, making friends for life.

Sounds Great? Interested in taking the game up?
With the help of our resident Pro, Kevin Hale, enjoy a

and meet our Lady Members

For a free taster session, contact Kevin at kevinhale.golf@gmail.com (07557199510)
or Debbie Poynton (Lady Captain 2018) at dp111golf@me.com (07900440423).
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Following a tip-off, I recently took a
walk from the village, turning left at the
corner into Coundon Wedge Drive. My
quest on this excursion was to find a
gravestone - not the obvious place to
look you might think!
Sure enough, I had not gone far when
I spied the stone, on the left, amongst
the trees of the quite dense copse that
forms a strip between the bottom of
the Elms car park and the Wedge
Road. There is no public access to this
area but the headstone can easily be
seen from the footpath and fortunately
its inscription is facing the road. It
reads -            “

My research to date has indicated that
this is the grave of a donkey. Clearly a
much loved donkey. To whom did it
belong? Why was it so special?
This land would have been part of the
garden to the Paybody (Elms) when it
was a private residence. I believe that
the Lancaster family, who gave All
Saints both the tenor and the treble
bells, lived there at that time. Maybe
Craven was a companion for the
children of the house.
I have been told, by the grandson of
the former head gardener to the
Paybody, that there were several other
small headstones in the garden,
belonging to family pets - probably
dogs - as well as Craven, who was
assumed to be a horse.
I also discovered this story in “The
West Midlands Village Book”, written
by the West Midlands Federation of
Women's Institutes and published in
1989.

If anyone can shed any more light on
the story of Craven, the (probably),
donkey, I would love to hear from you.
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Susan Wells I am sure it was a donkey belonging to the farm x
Adam Neale On the site of the car park, there was a small white cottage. It
was empty and derelict when I was a child (early 80’s), and I remember the
gravestone in the grounds.
Romaine Wardle I heard it was a horse but John Paskett could be the man
who knows.
Sam White Yes it was a donkey. 33 years old when it died I believe
Sam White Apparently the donkeys braying (laugh) had kept the village
awake at night but he was sadly missed by the children. He belonged to the
children of the local farmer at the time #legend
Mandy Davies My sister, Pam, had an old dog called Aye (as in aye, you -
long story) and she buried him next to Craven’s grave in the 80s. We kept
ponies at the back of Paybody’s and the graves were next to a small orchard
beside the stables.
Christine Macpherson I had my ponies in the field with the gravestone in it in
the 70s I was told it was the grave of a working horse The Camwell Family
had many ancestors that worked the land around there I was told they buried
them along with their harness brasses that often had their names on would
love to know for sure as I often went and stood looking at it wondering.

Volunteer litter-picker, Ian Farrar, with
just some of the rubbish collected on
this year's Allesley Parish Litter Pick.
We found this sign in the ditch, along
with a boggling array of other strange
items. For those who would like to get
out and help, there is to be an Allesley
Village Pick in spring, organised by
Darren Male of Coventry 1st Scouts,
Washbrook Lane. No doubt Darren
will be promoting this on Facebook in
the coming weeks. Hopefully, the
weather will be warmer for that one!
As usual, a big thank you to all who
came along in the wind and sleet to get
into waterlogged ditches and collect
all the rubbish. Next year's date for
your diaries is Sunday 10th February.
See you then!



High Quality Bespoke Carpentry & Joinery
with over 30 Years’ Experience

Call Matt to discuss your
requirements or follow us on

www.matthewjohnsonjoinery.co.uk
Email: - mattjjoinery@gmail.com

Tel:- 07929309573

Doors
Windows
Stairs
Bespoke Joinery
Plastering

Flooring
Fitted Wardrobes
Repairs & Renovations to
Traditional Sash Windows
General Carpentry
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PETE THE GARDENER
GARDENS MAINTAINED TO YOUR

SPECIFICATIONS

LAWNS CUT
BORDERS MAINTAINED
PATIOS LAID
FENCES ERECTED
DECKING
CONSERVATORIES CLEANED
GARDEN CLEARANCE

FOR A FULL PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

TEL 07944034940
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Simnel Cake
This is the traditional must-have cake at Easter time

     Ingredients:
 175g (7 oz) soft margarine
 100g (4 oz) raw cane sugar
 2 tbsp honey
 3 free range eggs, lightly beaten
 175g (7 oz) wholemeal flour
 50g (2 oz) oat flour or plain flour
 2 tsp mixed spice
 50g (2 oz) currants
 100g (4 oz) raisins
 100g (4 oz) sultanas
 225g (9 oz) blanched almonds

225g (9 oz) ready made marzipan

Method:
 1. Preheat oven 160°C, gas mark 3. Line an 18 cm cake tin.
 2. Cream together the margarine, sugar and honey. Beat in the eggs, a little at a

time. Mix flours and spices and then fold into the mixture with the fruits.
 3. Spoon half of the cake mixture into the prepared tin and level the mixture.
 4. Roll out the marzipan to the size of the tin and place on top of the mixture in

the tin.
 5. Top up with the remaining mixture, level surface.
 6. Bake for 1½ hours until the skewer inserted into the middle of the cake comes

out clear. Towards the end of baking, top cake with greaseproof paper to
prevent over browning.

 7. When cold, brush it with a little honey and place a same size marzipan disc on
top and press in position. Roll the remaining marzipan into 11 balls and press
around the rim of the cake (11 to represent the apostles excluding Judas).

 8. Place cake under a preheated grill and toast gently (occasionally turn cake for
evenly toasting) until the marzipan is golden brown.

Note: There is a debate of the number of marzipan balls. Since they are said to represent the 12 apostles, some
contend there should be 11 (thus excluding Judas); others say there should be 13 (to include Christ).

source: The Oxford Companion to Food

Visit Allesley Country Market at Allesley Village Hall
Open every Wednesday 09.45 am - 11.00 am - Admission Free

For enquires, please contact: 02476 334 210 or 07859 230 237

Go to www.countrymarkets.co.uk for further information or
www.countrymarketshub.co.uk
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Now you can order home-cooked food, home-grown plants, fruit and
vegetables and hand-crafted gifts and cards :

www.countrymarketshub.co.uk
Choose the one of our four shops in the local area:

@Bentley Heath Country Market

@Balsall Common Country Market

@Wythall&Hollywood Country Market

@Allesley Country Market

Order Fri. - Wed. for collection Fri. 9:30 - 11:30 am
Bentley Heath Community Centre, B93 9BQ

Order Sat. - Wed. for collection Sat. 10:00 - 11:30 am
Balsall Common Village Hall, CV7 7FF

Order Sat. - Wed. for collection Sat. 10:00 - 12:00 noon
The Scout Hut, Wythall Park, B47 6LZ

Order Wed. - Mon. for collection Wed. 10:00 - 11:30 am
Allesley Village Hall, CV5 9GX

Over the past fifteen years,
Northbrook Athletic Club's
annual 10k road race has
raised nearly £24,000 for
local organisations and
charities. As well as
working with a major
charity we also support the
Allesley Festival and the
1st Coventry (Allesley Village) Scouts
Group.
In 2018 we will again be organising
our 10k race and Junior Fun Run in
conjunction with the Allesley Festival,
and our major charity beneficiary this
year is Coventry Cyrenians.
In addition to organising a very
successful road race we are also
passionate about running. We meet

on Wednesday evenings
at the Jaguar Sports &
Social Club in Brown’s
Lane and we offer a
friendly welcome to road
and cross-country runners
of all abilities. Whether
you are an experienced
athlete or a relative

novice, you will find our club has a
group of like minded people with
whom to run and train.
Make a note in your diary for

 and keep an eye on our
website for race details.

Find out more about us by visiting
www.northbrookac.org.uk. You will be
sure of a warm welcome.
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Remains of the ancient Arden trees
still beautify many parts the parish’s
rural area, despite serious denuding of
many woods in the C19th, (for later
estate building) and the effects of tree
disease in 1970s. In ‘Arden’, meaning
‘high ground’ - possibly a word from
the Celtic past - there were two distinct
types of woodland.
The first is what agrarian historians call
wood pasture. That is land where
there were many clearances between
mainly deciduous trees, such as oak,
ash, elm, chestnut, beech, hazel and
willow (osiers).
The second is park land, often part of
a lord’s specialised property, that had
been a deer park. These are often
called a ‘launde’ - an area of about 100
acres for breeding and hunting deer.
Allesley’s park, however, was 300
acres. Large, individual trees might
grow here untouched for 80 to well
over 100 years. A 1389 survey on an
Allesley estate listed, “220 oaks, of
which 37 were large”. They were
probably set aside for special use in
major building projects. The proximity
of Coventry would ensure their sale.
Replanting became less significant
from the mid C15th when stone and
brick began to replace larger, mainly
wooden, properties.
The open woodland, was coppiced or
pollarded with different species having
specialist uses. The earliest evidence
of a villager working in a coppiced
wood was one Richard, mentioned in
1496. William Harding of Allesley, who
died at the end of 1560, rented lands

in Arley and the neighbouring parishes
of Great Packington, Meriden and
Fillongley. He was a prosperous
farmer who also had a thriving wood
monger’s business. His Will laid down
that his wife Elizabeth should not fell
any timber and that his godson,
William Tedd, should have half his
wood in the Shafts, (presumably in
Meriden). His hurdles, made from
pliable woods like hazel and willow
were used to pen sheep at Coventry
markets and Fairs and also in Rugby.
The very name Allesley (Alleslega)
indicates a clearing in the woods.
Names of many of Allesley’s distinct
woods and groves have come down
to us from the Middle Ages, recalling
former tenants, like Mussard, Bond,
Sherley, Dadley, Herring, Tallis or
Whaberley. Some of these woods are
still named on modern maps or
recorded on slightly earlier ones, such
as the 1841 Tithe Map. Where woods
have been cut down for agriculture,
field names, like Birchy field, record
the former use.
From leases we learn many were
described as copy, fall, hag or spring
woods - words all associated with the
skill of coppicing. Spring in this sense
meant ‘growing quickly’. Coppicing
was an ancient art, when trees were
pruned some seven to 18 feet from the
ground. Thus strong, reinvigorated
branches emerged from the lower
trunks or stumps. This pruning was
made at regular intervals of seven, 10,
13 or even 20 years, to provide a crop
of lighter weight timber, used for
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gates, ladders, hurdles, besoms
(brooms), tool handles, rakes, palings,
rafters or similar village wood-crafts
and for fuel. The by-products, like
bark, was used in the tanning industry
and slender wooden bundles used for
charcoal.
A 1587 survey lists, ’Hollyfax’ of six or
seven years growth (30 acres). Holly,
usually grown in a hag, was used as
fodder for sheep or deer.
To prevent damage by casual grazing
animals or deer, there were banks
often topped by fences built around
sections of a wood where coppicing
procedures were planned or in action.
In a later era, before controls, estate

owners denuded their property of
trees. A sale in 1839 at Sherborne
House Farm and in Coundon realised
£2,198 from 288 oaks, 249 elms, 45
ash and 23 chestnuts. In 1853 Alton
Hall Farm and Blythe House woods
lost 171 elms, 150 oaks and 62
poplars.
Coppicing had almost died out by the
early C20th. Pollarding still occurs, the
slighter branches are often used for
pea sticks.
Certain wild flowers flourish in former
coppices where light penetrated the
glades. These include violets,
bluebells, oxslips, wild daffodils,
orchids and snowdrops.
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… fun, interactive music sessions for
pre-school children and their parents
to enjoy together. Young children are
introduced to music, whilst families
enjoy fellowship and through Mainly
Music’s five key values:

and  have an opportunity to
encounter God’s love.

The music session itself lasts for about
30 minutes and is followed by a time
of free play for the children and
fellowship and refreshments for the
adults.

So far this year families have enjoyed
songs about  counting and  all sorts of
animals and celebrating  our 6th

Birthday with cake, balloons and
bubbles.

Whether you are a regular, you come
along occasionally or you have never
been before, just bring your family
along and you will receive a warm
welcome.

First session free,
then £3.00 per family/session

For more information contact Lesley
on 07954080575 or email

allsaintscovmainlymusic@gmail.com

or
check us out on Facebook:

Mainly Music – Allesley Allsaints
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Thanks for your ongoing commitment
and support in helping us to raise the
necessary funds to purchase the
materials needed [including cement
and iron rods] to build a much needed
Health Centre for the Wakii
Community and surrounding area in
the Upper East Region of Ghana.
The whole community, including the
older children during their Christmas
holiday, have been able to continue
working on this project together, with
the help of local  artisan builders when
needed.
Nigel and I are planning to visit the
Community again later this year to
encourage them, ensure them of our
continued support and to see the
progress first hand.
We hope that you will continue to
support this project, during 2018, so
that the Health Centre can become a
reality.

All Saints, Allesley, Church Hall
Project update, curry supper,

 and entertainment
Tickets £12 each

for more information or to reserve
tickets contact

Craig on 07510 084114

1.00 - 4.00 pm
156, Butt Lane

If you would like to purchase a brick as
an alternative  present, collect coins or
make a donation please email:
allesleychurch@gmail.com

How time flies! The month of May will soon be
upon us and that is the time to hand in your
collecting box. I would be grateful, therefore, if
between Tuesday May 1st and Friday May 25th
your box could either be brought to church and
handed to Sabrina Mower or phone me (Judy
Osbourne) on 024 7640 2778 to arrange a
convenient time for collection.

With many thanks for your support.
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On Sunday 4th February we held All
Saints’ first Kids Praise Party during
the 10.00 am service.
Children and young people, aged
three to 15 years, from our church
family were joined by guests’ children,
attending All Saints for a baptism that
morning. Our theme was 'The Storms
of Life'. The Childrens’ and Youth
Leaders, supported by enthusiastic
Young Helpers, led an action packed
session, including praise songs, a
short video story and an interactive
prayer time. This was followed by
refreshments with balloons to take
home.
A fantastic time was had by all,
according to the feedback we
received...

Plans are already under way to make
this a regular event on the first Sunday
of each month. We would love it if you
would like to come and join us.
Details of future Praise Parties will be
posted on All Saints' Church, Allesley
facebook page.
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2017 ended with our amazing
Christmas lunch which was enjoyed
by everyone.
January saw members enjoying a
sociable tea and chat with discussion
on outings, speakers and future plans.
In February some members helped
out with the annual Litter Pick. There
was a huge amount of rubbish spoiling
the lanes of Allesley and unfortunately
continues to be doing so!
We heard about Coventry in the sixties
and some of the music of that time.
The extra meeting was Curling - quite
topical with the Winter Olympics taking
place. Our skills varied and many of us
did not make it on to the mat, myself
included but there was a lot of laughter

and fun ending with a well deserved
cup tea.
A showing of the ballet ‘A Winters
Tale’ was taken up by some of our
members and in April there will be a
visit to see “Wicked” in Birmingham.
In March we are in for a treat when
Jackie and Dawn will inspire us with
their talent for flower arranging.
We host the Group meeting in May
when Jacki Hill-Murphy will be telling
us all about travelling the length of the
Amazon.
Members continue to support the WI
and we look forward to a variety of
events in the coming year.
Best wishes for a Happy Easter to all
our readers.

It has been another busy and eventful
year for the Group, which meets every
Friday from 10.30 to 11.30 am for
refreshments in the Church Hall.
Meetings are informal and open to
anyone in the Parish who has
experienced bereavement.
The annual Macmillan Coffee
Morning, in the form of an auction,
was held on Friday 29 September and
raised £400 for this worthwhile charity.
This is always a very enjoyable event
and we are very grateful to Brian, a
member of the group and our
auctioneer. Thanks also to all who
organised and contributed by
donating items for auction - some very
competitive bidding took place!

The Group took part in the Service of
Commemoration, held in Church at
3.00 pm on Sunday 29 October.
During the Service names of those
who have died within the past two
years are read out, as well as those
particularly requested by members of
the Parish. A collection of  £287.97
was made during the Service in aid of
Myton Hospice.
In December some members of the
group enjoyed a Christmas lunch at
the Royal Court and earlier in the
month a buffet lunch, with musical
accompaniment by Shirley Denyer, in
the Church Hall. Both were much
appreciated by all. Our thanks to
Shirley and to Chris and Derek Kay for
providing and hosting the feast.
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We cater for any special occasion big or small
Leanne Talbot  07985668093  sinceritydecorations@gmail.com

www.sincerityweddingandeventdecorations.uk

Allesley Church is dedicated to ‘All
Saints’. Who are all those Saints that we
venerate here?
Perhaps we can consider the Saint we
certainly called upon most regularly in
the belfry. Our very oldest bell, dating
from 1464, (until its recasting in 1901)
carried the inscription “Sancta Katerina
Ora Pro Nobis” -

  -  testament to her cult following
in medieval times. Her power as an
intercessor was renowned.
Catherine of Alexandria was a high born,
learned and beautiful maiden, who
publicly protested to the Emperor
against the worship of idols. Confronted
by fifty philosophers, she demolished
their arguments, for which failure they
were burnt alive. She refused to deny
her faith. Subsequently, whilst in her

prison cell, she was fed by a dove and
Christ appeared to her in a vision. An
attempt was made to break her on a
spiked wheel but the wheel fell to pieces
and she was unhurt.
Her constancy brought about the
conversion of 200 soldiers, who were
then all straightway beheaded. Finally
Catherine herself was beheaded, whilst
calling down blessings on all who
should remember her. From her severed
veins there flowed not blood but milk.
Her body was carried by angels to
Mount Sinai, where the great Orthodox
monastery of St. Catherine’s now
contains her shrine.
Saint Catherine’s emblem is a wheel and
her Saints’ Day, 25 November.
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Styvechale and District Residents Association

will be held on

Admission details and map showing location of the gardens will be
available on the day from West Orchard United Reformed Church,

Baginton Road, Coventry, CV3 4FP

 is part of

There will be a raffle and plant sales -
a number of gardens will be offering refreshments, tea and coffee

with delicious home made cakes, pies and biscuits

We are again supporting
last year’s event had over 400 visitors and raised £5,300.00

for local and national charities

Admission tickets £4.00, children free - we look forward to seeing you!

p.s. Come and see the Daily Mail ‘Garden of the Year’!

A Talk by Doreen Agutter
Meriden Village Hall

Admission by Ticket only
 £5.00 to include light refreshments

Proceeds for the repairs to the tombstone of the
Digby/Bankes family of Meriden Hall in Meriden churchyard

Please phone Doreen Agutter 01676 533378 for details

A very big personal thank you this time for all the best wishes I received from
you, on the installation of my new hip. Thank you also to those of you who
made the extra effort to send your items in early, so I could get them done
before my operation. A very wise move... although I have received a wonderful
new hip - (God Bless the NHS!), I feel that in exchange I may have lost part of
my brain! I therefore take full responsibility for all the mistakes in this issue!
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All Saints Rector Rev Miles Baker 024 7640 2006

All Saints Parish Administrator Alison Glover allesleychurch@gmail.com

All Saints Churchwardens Paul Payne
Michael Jones

024 7640 2017
024 7669 2734

All Saints Bell Ringers Ian Thompson 024 7641 1522

All Saints Cell Groups Becky Clarke 024 7626 9909

All Saints Children & Youth
katepyouthworker@yahoo.co.uk

Paul Payne
Kate Pwaisiho

024 7640 2017
078 1128 9248

All Saints Church Hall Bookings Angela Taylor 024 7640 4032

All Saints Home Communion
Team

Frances Seeley 024 7640 3809

All Saints Churchyard Tidy Michael Jones 024 7669 2734

All Saints Mainly Music Lesley Borrell 079 5408 0575

All Saints PCC Secretary Yelena Williams 024 7659 3546

All Saints PCC Treasurer Marie Hudson 024 7640 2295

All Saints Readers Colin and Fey Holtum 024 7672 9996

All Saints Verger Angela Taylor 024 7640 4032

Allesley Afternoon W I Jackie Staveley 024 7640 3729

ACW Conservation Society Jan Burton 024 7640 7480

Allesley Country Market Judit Naughton 024 7633 4210

Allesley Community of
Reconciliation

Don Lindon 024 7640 2680

Allesley Cricket Club Bob Tomlinson 077 7844 4559

Allesley Festival Carol Knee 024 7640 4653

Allesley Flower Arrangers Dawn Reynolds 024 7640 5167

Allesley Literature Class Jennifer Smith 024 7667 3729

Allesley Parish       Chairman
Council                          Clerk

Cllr. L. Swann
Jane Chatterton

clerk.allesleypc@outlook.
com
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Allesley Rainbows Donna Roberts 079 2201 2130

Allesley Village Hall Bookings Elaine Lenton 024 7640 3312

Allesley Village Surgery 163, Birmingham Road 024 7640 2332

Age Concern Friendship Group Lesley Grove 024 7640 2067

Beavers Darren Male 079 6887 1859

Bereavement Group Chris Kay 024 7640 3782

Celtica Irish Dancing School Maggie Gallagher 079 5029 1350

Church of Jerusalem Len mdue4sho@googlemail.com

Coventry Archaeological Society Louise Dodd www.covarch.co.uk covarchweb@yahoo.co.uk

Crimestoppers crimestoppers-uk.org 0800 555 111

Flytipping/Potholes (to Report) coventrydirect@coventry.gov.uk 0500 834 333

Girl’s Brigade Jacquie Kettell 0773 225 9327

Melody Makers Pauline Sutherland 024 7641 1850

Mites and Minders               am All Saints Parish Administrator
allesleychurch@gmail.com

allesleychurch
@gmail.com

Pilates (Monday) Lisa Reid 079 9942 5526

Pilates (Scout Hut) Sam Blythe 078 1486 9818

Police (Non-Emergency) Ask for Neighbourhood Team - 101 x 831 6300

Police. Bablake and Sherbourne
Neighbourhood Policing Team
earlsdon@west-
midlands.pnn.police.uk

twitter.com/@coventrypolice
facebook.com/coventrypolice
Youtube.com/westmidlandspoli
ce

In case of
Emergency
always dial

999

Public Enforcement Team- Noise Office hours 0500 834 333 024 7683 2222 w/e

Rummikub Mavis Jeffery 024 7640 3797

Saints Drama Society Pam Barnes 024 7640 2309

Scout Group
1st Coventry (Allesley Village)

Darren Male 079 6887 1859

Shaolin Kung Fu & Kick Boxing Asa Darlaston 079 0021 0849

Slimming World Rebecca Taylor 077 3307 6778
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We provide a wide range of activities for children, young people and families like
yourselves. Below is an outline of the activities we run - with so many great

opportunities for you and your family to get involved.

for pre-school children,
on Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.00 am

with toys craft and drinks

for pre-school children
on Saturday mornings from 9.30 - 10.30 am

with songs, play time and drinks

for all ages @ 10.00 am lively family service
with Bible stories, craft, games....

for 7 -11 year olds
on the 1st & 3rd Friday of the month from 7.15 - 8.45 pm

with games, Bible story and craft

for 11-13 year olds
 on the 1st, 2nd & 3rd Tuesday evening of the month from 7.15 - 8.45 pm

with games, cake, Bible discussion, prayers & tuck-shop.

for 14 year olds +
on Sunday evening from 6.30 - 8.30 pm

with worship, Bible discussion, games, prayers & refreshments

for school years 6 - 9
on alternate Thursday evenings 7.00 - 8.30 pm

music, table tennis, cake baking, craft, team games, tuck shop
& social trips (laser quest & ice skating)

For more information email the church Parish Administrator at
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Daisy Harris 04 February 2018

Bethany Rose Carless 18 February 2018

Oliver Wensley 04 March 2018

All Saints Allesley
have a Home Communion Team

who are enabled to visit communicants in their homes
to give Communion at any time.

If you are interested
or know someone who might be, please contact

Frances Seeley 7640 3809

Would you like someone to pray
for you, a family member, a friend,
a neighbour, someone at work, a

difficult situation.
Then email us at

prayer.requests@allesley-church.org.uk
or pop into the Good Honest Food
Company Café in Gardenia Drive

and put your request into the
Prayer Request envelope on the

Community Notice Board.
You do not need to provide a lot of
details - just the name of the person
and what the prayer is for - healing,

comfort, strength, patience, wisdom.

Congratulations to Kay Rainsley for
raising a marvellous

£1,273.24
for Crohn’s and Colitis UK

by bravely completing
 a WOLF Run



Allesley Church  C1820 -1841
(attributed to) Edward Rudge junior (1789 - 1841)

Watercolour

Edward Rudge was born in the Coventry
area in about 1789. Practically nothing is
known of Edward Rudge before the date of
his marriage to Elizabeth Bradford at
Coventry on 24 February 1810, when he is
described as an artist of Snitterfield,
Warwickshire. They had eight children and
lived in Coventry from 1813 to 1828.
Rudge stated in 1828 that he ‘‘has been
engaged in teaching in the last twenty
years’’. He was established as assistant
master to Dr Wooll at Rugby School in
1824. Rudge’s career began as the taste

for topographical watercolours was
beginning to change to that for incipient
romanticism. Edward had drawn many
sketchbooks during his life, at least nine of
which still exist intact. He painted many
landscape views of places where he lived
or visited. Edward’s son Bradford Rudge,
born in 1813, inherited his father’s talent,
and their styles appear to be very similar.
He took over some of his father’s sketch
books and developed some of the
mannerisms of his style. Rudge died at
Dunchurch in 1841 and was buried there.


