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A walk beneath Allesley’s moody skies
I went a walk the other night,
all traffic, people out of sight.
Just my collie and birdsong, a feeling of bliss
Can life really get any better than this!
Sun's rays on rape fields aglow with light,
contrasting storm clouds - dark as night.
Lush verdant crops after so many showers,
hedgerows, paths disgorging wild flowers.
I try to capture this intense atmosphere,
no camera can do justice - you need to be here!
I end my walk light hearted and free
from worries and tensions I brought with me.
Pat Cakebread
To receive a special Christmas card from the church carefully remove the centre pages
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Every Sunday

8.00 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Informal Sunday Worship
6.00 pm Evensong or Communion

Tuesday to Friday
3rd Wednesday
Every Monday

All Saints Church

9.15 am Morning Prayer

All Saints Church

10.30 am Holy Communion

All Saints Church

7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics

Village Hall

Every Monday

5.30 - 6.45 pm Beaver Scouts
7.00 - 8.30 pm Cub Scouts

Scout Hut

1st Monday

1.30 - 3.00 pm

Church Hall

Rummikub

Every except 3rd Mon. 7.00 pm Pilates

Church Hall

3rd Monday (winter)

7.30 pm Coventry Beekeepers

Church Hall

Every Tuesday

7.30 pm Melody Makers

Church Hall

Every Tuesday

7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice

Church Bell Tower

Every Tuesday

5.15 pm Brownies

Village Hall

Every Tuesday

5.00 - 5.30 pm Ltl. Dragons Kung Fu 3-6yr Scout Hut
5.30 - 6.00 pm Freestyle Kung Fu 7-10 yrs
6.00 - 6.30 pm Kick Boxing 8 years - adult

Every Tuesday 8.00 - 10.00 pm Explorer Scouts

Scout Hut

Last Tuesday

Good Honest Food
Company Cafe
Village Hall

10.30 am Cuppa with a Copper
to 12.00 noon or a Councillor
1.45 pm Afternoon WI

1st Wednesday
1st Wednesday

7.45 pm ACW Conservation Society Village Hall

Every Wednesday

9.45 am Allesley Country Market

Term Time
Wednesday

9.30 - 11.0 am Mites and Minders
1.15 - 2.45 pm Mites and Minders

Every Wednesday 4.30 -7.15 pm Irish Dancing

Village Hall
Church Hall
Church Hall

4-16 years Scout Hut

Every Wednesday 7.30 -8.30 pm Pilates

Scout Hut

1st Thursday

Church Hall

Alt. Thursdays

10.30 am Allesley Friendship Group
7.00 - 8.30 pm

All Saints’ Youth Club

Church Hall

Every Thursday

7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics

Village Hall

Every Thursday

3.00 pm Allesley Literature Class

Church Hall

Every Thursday

7.00 pm Allesley Flower Arrangers

Jaguar Social Club

Every Thursday

7.00 pm Scouts

Scout Hut
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Every Friday
Every Friday

10.30 am Bereavement Care Group
5.00 pm Rainbows

Church Hall
Church Hall

Fridays
In Term Time

6.15 - 7.45 pm Girls’ Brigade
7.45 - 9.15 pm

5 -14 yrs
14+ yrs

Every Saturday

9.00 - 1.00 pm Available for hire to clubs

Queens Road Baptist
Church
Scout Hut

Saturday in Term Time 9.30 am Mainly Music

Church Hall

Saturday pm &
Sundays

Scout Hut

Available for children’s
Party Hire

All Saints Rector

Rev Miles Baker

024 7640 2006

All Saints Parish Administrator

Alison Glover

allesleychurch@gmail.com

All Saints Churchwardens

Paul Payne
Michael Jones
Ian Thompson
Becky Clarke
Paul Payne
Kate Pwaisiho
Angela Taylor
Frances Seeley

024 7640 2017
024 7669 2734
024 7641 1522
024 7626 9909
024 7640 2017
078 1128 9248
024 7640 4032
024 7640 3809

Michael Jones
Lesley Borrell
Yelena Williams
Marie Hudson
Colin and Fey Holtum
Angela Taylor
Jackie Staveley
Jan Burton
Judit Naughton
Don Lindon

024 7669 2734
079 5408 0575
024 7659 3546
024 7640 2295
024 7672 9996
024 7640 4032
024 7640 3729
024 7640 7480
024 7633 4210
024 7640 2680

Bob Tomlinson
Carol Knee
Dawn Reynolds
Jennifer Smith
Cllr. L. Swann
Jane Chatterton

077 7844 4559
024 7640 4653
024 7640 5167
024 7667 3729
clerk.allesleypc@outlook.
com

All Saints Bell Ringers
All Saints Cell Groups
All Saints Children & Youth
katepyouthworker@yahoo.co.uk
All Saints Church Hall Bookings

All Saints Home Communion
Team
All Saints Churchyard Tidy
All Saints Mainly Music
All Saints PCC Secretary
All Saints PCC Treasurer
All Saints Readers
All Saints Verger
Allesley Afternoon W I
ACW Conservation Society
Allesley Country Market
Allesley Community of
Reconciliation
Allesley Cricket Club
Allesley Festival
Allesley Flower Arrangers
Allesley Literature Class
Allesley Parish
Chairman
Council
Clerk
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Allesley Rainbows
Allesley Village Hall Bookings

Amy Downey
Elaine Lenton

077 1746 1713
024 7640 3312

Allesley Village Surgery

163, Birmingham Road

024 7640 2332

Age Concern Friendship Group

Lesley Grove

024 7640 2067

Bereavement Group

Chris Kay

024 7640 3782

Celtica Irish Dancing School

Maggie Gallagher

079 5029 1350

Coventry Archaeological Society
Crimestoppers

Louise Dodd www.covarch.co.uk
crimestoppers-uk.org

covarchweb@yahoo.co.uk

Explorer Scouts (Tuesday)

Larry Duggan

0773 982 6539

Flytipping/Potholes (to Report)

coventrydirect@coventry.gov.uk 0500 834 333

Girl’s Brigade

Jacquie Kettell

0773 225 9327

Melody Makers

Pauline Sutherland

024 7641 1850

All Saints Parish Administrator

allesleychurch
@gmail.com

Pilates (Monday)

Lisa Reid

079 9942 5526

Pilates (Wednesday)

Sam Blythe

078 1486 9818

Police (Non-Emergency)

Ask for Neighbourhood Team -

101 x 831 6300

Police. Bablake and Sherbourne
Neighbourhood Policing Team
earlsdon@westmidlands.pnn.police.uk

twitter.com/@coventrypolice
facebook.com/coventrypolice
Youtube.com/westmidlandspoli
ce

In case of
Emergency
always dial
999

Public Enforcement Team- Noise

Office hours 0500 834 333

024 7683 2222 w/e

Rummikub

Mavis Jeffery

024 7640 3797

Saints Drama Society

Pam Barnes

024 7640 2309

Scout Group
1st Coventry (Allesley Village)

Darren Male

024 7659 9503
079 6887 1859

Shaolin Kung Fu & Kick Boxing

Asa Darlaston

079 0021 0849

Mites and Minders
Mites and Minders

am
pm

0800 555 111

Full details of all services and other events can always be found in the
weekly church bulletin on www.allesley-church.org.uk
per Issue Whole Page £60 Half Page £30 Quarter Page £15
Contact Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

To all our volunteer magazine distributors
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is published three times a year and over 3,800 copies of each issue
are delivered free to all homes in Allesley Parish.
This and past copies can be viewed in colour on www.allesley-church.org.uk

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial team.
The editors cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information submitted
for publication or the quality of the services offered by our advertisers.
Your views, comments and contributions are always welcome.
Special thanks to our proof reader Juliet Amery.
Editorial Team:
Amanda Slater 024 7664 0019 pikerslanefarm@btopenworld.com
Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

will be held on Sunday 11th February starting at 10.30 am.
Meet at The Old Saw Mill (corner Oak Lane/Harvest Hill Lane)
or Scout Hut, Washbrook Lane, for pickers and hi viz.
Details from Mandy Davies 07870 266941. All welcome!

In our Harvest 2017 Issue we published a table of the Rectors and Officiating
Ministers at Allesley. I would like to make it clear that, due to my lack of
knowledge before going to press, I included the name of our new Rector
without acknowledgment of his academic record. This omission gave the
impression that he was Allesley’s first Rector since 1570 without a University
Degree. This of course is not the case and his entry should read : -

We are very pleased that Hilary Philpott recognised herself straight away in the
photo we published on page 51 of our Harvest Issue. Hilary is at the left hand
end of the middle row and her late husband Jack is lying on the grass at the
front of the group. They had been married the previous year and were living
with Jack’s parents at Brook Cottages at the time.
Has anyone else spotted someone they know?
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sessions in order to keep down the
height of the grass. We must also
thank
the
‘in-house’
mower
maintenance engineer who keeps our
ageing equipment in working order.
Apart from gardening, the morning
includes a cooked brunch which
enables the gardeners to take a short
break and gives them a chance to chat.
If you are interested in joining this
friendly team, the proposed dates for
2018 are as follows: -

This year has seen another productive
and busy year for the All Saints
churchyard tidy team. Thank you all
very much. We did not need to cancel
a single morning as the weather
continued to be kind to us.
There are over 40 individuals who
come to help during the year, which
means with such a large group of
volunteers, there are always enough
gardeners to get the job done.
Apart from mowing and strimming, the
flower beds and paths are weeded,
the car park swept and light pruning of
shrubs and maintenance of the lower
churchyard undertaken. There is also
a small group of 'mowers' who cut the
grass in between the planned

24 February

24 March

21 April

19 May

9 June

7 July

4 August

25 August

15 September

20 October

There is always a possibility that a
date may have to be cancelled if an
additional wedding is booked.
Sometimes we have to finish early to
be away before the bride arrives.
We normally meet between 9.00 am
and 12.30 pm but feel free to stay for
as long or short as your energy allows.
For further information,
please contact
Annelie or
Michael Jones on 024 7669 2734
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We had a busy summer with
reasonable weather and the Coventry
Branch bee colonies at Ryton Organic
Gardens did very well and produced a
good crop for us. Most of the honey is
sold through the shop at the gardens
but we were also able to sell honey at
both the Godiva Festival and
Fillongley Country Show, which we
attend every year in our ongoing
efforts to educate the public about the
importance of bees to the environment
and the joys and fascination of
beekeeping. The money we make
goes back into buying equipment for
the apiary and providing training for
our members.
We must be doing something right as
we have had a surge in new members
this season, which we are delighted
about. Our training co-ordinator
arranged special weekly meetings for
them to get to grips with looking after

their bees and the whole branch has
enjoyed supporting them with the ups
and downs of their first season.
Our outdoor activities are now finished
for the year and the bees are ‘tucked
up’ in their hives to avoid the colder
weather. Our winter meetings began
in Allesley Church Hall in September
with the annual honey show, which
was very successful and meetings will
continue on the third Monday of the
month at 7.30 pm through until the
spring. Details of the speakers and
activities can be found on our web site
at
http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk/
Do come along if you are interested in
finding out more about bees or
beekeeping.
Best wishes for Christmas and the
New Year to everyone!
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There are now activities at the Village
Hall everyday of the week and the hall
continues as it was intended as a hub
of the community. It depends on its
volunteers to keep it in good order and
the big event of the summer was the
new kitchen window. Installation was
by Three Spires Glass but the finish
painting was done by members of the
‘Monday Club’ as part of their general
care and maintenance of the hall. A
new window may seem mundane but
at over £3,000, because it had to be
specially made, it represents the
biggest expenditure for
many years. Double
glazed and redesigned
to remove some of the
glazing bars, it allows
more light in. It is a
major improvement to
the kitchen.
The gardens have been
improved by moving
various shrubs and

increasing the size of the borders.
Daffodils have been planted so we
anticipate a good display in the spring.
Although the summer may not have
been the best, the back patio was well
used, especially by the Country
Market on Wednesdays.
Thanks to all our volunteers and
supporters and a special thanks to our
Vice Chairman, John Paskett, for his
donation of tools and gardening
equipment resulting from his down
sizing.

On Monday the 20th November we
staged our presentation evening. First
and most importantly we presented
our out-going chairs, Lyn Rotherham
and Jan Burton with two specially
commissioned paintings by Wendy
Crisp, of the village with Festival
bunting. We thank them for their, over
20 years, service to our Allesley
community.
Our new committee worked very hard

this year raising £6,900 for our chosen
charities. Cheques were presented to
charity representatives and were all
gratefully received.
Just to remind you that next year’s
theme is
, running from
Please follow our newly updated web
site on
http://www.allesleyfestival.co.uk/
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A full peal was rung on the eve of the
Rector’s Installation, which came
round after two hours and forty six
minutes. The method chosen, most
appropriately, was Miles Delight
Major.
The following evening, immediately
prior to the Installation Service, a
quarter peal of Cambridge Surprise
Major was also successfully brought
round.
Both lengths were rung in welcome
and with the best wishes of all the
home band and the other ringers
involved.

It has always been customary
among bell ringers to mark
significant occasions with the
ringing of peals and quarter peals.
The welcoming of a new incumbent
to the parish is certainly at the top of
the list of reasons for such a joyous
outpouring of the campanological
exercise.
The ringers of All Saints are sadly
too few in numbers these days to be
able to field an entirely home band.
However with the help of willing
friends they were delighted to
successfully
complete
two
celebratory lengths of ringing to
welcome Allesley’s new Rector,
Miles Baker.
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Mr Bill Bedder has shared more To gain a better understanding of the
interesting details about Allesley work involved in maintaining barrage
during the Second World War.
balloons, Bill Bedder recommended
the painting, "A Balloon Site,
He talked about the local barrage Coventry", by Dame Laura Knight
balloon sites that were set up to which shows a balloon being hoisted
protect the Daimler shadow factory on into position over Coventry by WAAF
Brown’s Lane. These large balloons, women in overalls.
tethered with metal cables, forced the
German aircraft to fly above 5000 feet.
The greater altitude made it more
difficult for the attacking planes to aim
their bombs accurately. It also made
enemy aircraft more vulnerable to antiaircraft fire. Our anti-aircraft guns
could not traverse fast enough to keep
their sights on aircraft flying at low
altitude.
These
barrage
balloons
were
anchored on:
i The corner of Butt Lane and Windmill
Hill
ii Brown's Lane (between where
Marystow Close and Saunton Close
now are)
iii Washbrook Lane, near Alton Hall
Farm
iv Staircase Lane
v Opposite the White Lion pub at
Brownshill Green
vi Farmland south of the A45 (where
Parkhill Lane and Larkfield Way now
are on the Allesley Green estate)
There was also an anti-aircraft gun
mounted on the fields where Parkhill
Lane now is. This was 3.7 inch calibre,
which was Britain's primary heavy antiaircraft gun during the Second World
War.
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Early this year a pair of local kestrels
took over an abandoned crow's nest
high in an old ash tree. Three chicks
were successfully raised and through
the summer the young birds were
seen in the company of their parents.
Kestrels prefer open grassland and
are experts at hover hunting. Hence
their other name of "windhover". Even
in a strong buffeting wind they can
skilfully manoeuvre and make the
finest adjustments to keep their heads
still so their eyes remain sharply
focussed on the ground below.
Kestrels can spot their prey 50 metres
away.
In addition to the classic hovering
hunting technique, kestrels will also
hunt for ground prey from a suitable
perch or on foot. They have learnt to
watch for farm machinery flushing out
prey. They will also steal food from
other birds of prey.

Voles are their main diet. In cold
weather, when the birds' energy
requirements are high, up to 8 voles
need to be caught each day. When
voles are scarce, kestrels will turn their
attention to shrews, small birds and
insects.

They only defend a territory from other
kestrels very close to their nest site. A
hunting range can extend up to ten
square kilometres and is normally
shared with other kestrels.

Kestrels never build their own nests.
They make use of old nests previously
occupied by other large birds, or they
will use holes in trees or ledges on
high buildings. Across much of
mainland Europe they are known as
the "Tower Falcon" from their tendency
to nest in sites such as church towers.

The female lays between three and six
eggs towards the end of April or in
early May. Throughout most of the
nesting phase the female remains with
the eggs and chicks. At this time, it is
the male that does the hunting,
returning with food for the female and
the chicks. When the young kestrels
get larger and their demand for food
increases, the female returns to
hunting but does not venture far from
the nest. There is no rivalry between
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the chicks when in the nest or once
fledged.
Young kestrels quickly learn their
hunting skills after leaving the nest.
They start by catching insects that
they have spotted from a perch. Short
and unstable attempts at hover
hunting start between two and three
weeks after fledging. After another
week or so they will have refined this
skill to the point that they catch their
first vole.
As the colder winter weather develops,
kestrels will conserve their body heat
by using sheltered night roosts, often
in barns and other farm buildings.
The kestrel is fully protected under the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,

which makes it a criminal offence to
kill, injure or take a kestrel, or to take,
damage or destroy a nest or its
contents.

I caught this morning morning's minion, kingdom
of daylight's dauphin, dapple-dawn-drawn Falcon, in his riding
Of the rolling level underneath him steady air, and striding
High there, how he rung upon the rein of a wimpling wing
In his ecstasy! then off, off forth on swing,
As a skate's heel sweeps smooth on a bow-bend: the hurl and gliding
Rebuffed the big wind. My heart in hiding
Stirred for a bird, – the achieve of, the mastery of the thing!
Brute beauty and valour and act, oh, air, pride, plume, here
Buckle! AND the fire that breaks from thee then, a billion
Times told lovelier, more dangerous, O my chevalier!
No wonder of it: shéer plód makes plough down sillion
Shine, and blue-bleak embers, ah my dear,
Fall, gall themselves, and gash gold-vermilion.
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Messy Church's Light Party celebrated
good winning over bad and light over
darkness - a stark contrast to today’s
celebration of Halloween.
People came from near and far to
attend the Light Party which was held
at the Scout Hut on Washbrook Lane,
Allesley on 29 October 2017.
As well as local families, people came
from outside the village. One mother
came with her young family from
Stoke. She had Googled “Light Party”
and found Messy Church. Another
mother came from the other side of
the City - as far as Binley. More found
out about the free event, which was
organised by All Saints' Church,
Allesley, via its Facebook page.
There were lots of activities in which
the children could get involved games,
Guardians
of
Ancora,

I am pleased to report that as a result
of the huge success of our recent BBQ
with FIREWORKS EVENING, in
addition to our ongoing 5p appeal and
some very generous donations, we
have been able to raise another
£1,743 towards the building of the
Health Centre in Wakii, Ghana.

planetarium tent, crèche area and
craft. There was even a treasure hunt
with the children looking for hidden
letters and sweets with the Christian
message of God's love. Prizes were
presented to children in fancy
costume - many came in space suits,
as superheroes and as princesses.
A bring and share meal was had with
plenty of food and dessert. To end the
event there was a goodie bag full of
treats for the children to take home.
What a great
afternoon!
We look forward
to the next
Messy Church
event in
2018

an amazing... £5,654, which will
enable
the
Wakii
Community
Association to buy the materials
necessary to continue building
including: - cement, iron rods and
strengthening bars ready to support
the roof.

On behalf of the entire Wakii
community we cannot thank you
enough for your continuing support.
This brings our grand total to date to
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The new Stakeholder Board that will
oversee the delivery of the ‘Vision for
the whole garden’ had its second
meeting in October. While the Walled
Garden Group itself will continue to
work in its well established Georgian
heritage quarter growing flowers,
vegetables, fruit and herbs, we have
also undertaken to work with partners
on the establishment of a fruit orchard
in the south-east quarter and an
extensive dry garden in the south-west
corner. We are convinced that with
Coventry Council now leading on the
scheme we shall see work taking
place on the ground and an increased
level of community involvement. Many
visitors come from this side of the
Allesley by-pass to enjoy the
community garden and there is a real
opportunity to join with established
stakeholders in these exciting projects.
As with outside events the weather
plays a big part. Despite some dismal

Saturdays, markets have been
maintained throughout the summer.
Family activities on Heritage Weekend
in September were particularly well
received. The Punch and Judy man on
the Saturday was popular with adults
and an enthusiastic line-up of children.
Duo musicians from Solihull on the
Sunday,
with
Chinese
friends
producing some interesting oriental
food, provided colour and warmth on
a rather overcast day. The range of
craft stalls has grown significantly with
ten or more at each market, making it
a popular port of call for modestly
priced quality gifts.
The Saturday gardening sessions
continue with some good quality
vegetables available on market days
and between markets. After the
October market had to be cancelled
because of stormy conditions, we
continued with events on following
Saturdays when we cooked up
different
soups
using
veggies from the garden
and offered them to
visitors. As per usual the
organic produce found
ready sales.
We are now working on a
programme for the 2018
season. Contact Keith on
024 7640 2030.
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Twenty five years ago, when I, as a
Coventry family doctor, was far busier
than I am now, I was called to see an
elderly gentleman in Copthorne
Lodge, a Radford care home. After the
usual G.P. pleasantries we quickly
struck up an accord through our
military backgrounds, mine briefly in
the RAMC in the early 80s and Arthur
Russell in the “Tanks” back in the 20s.
I was struck by how interesting a chap
Arthur was to talk to and we soon got
round to books, because Arthur filled
his time reading a lot.
“So what are you reading now?” he
said.
“Oh, Seven Pillars of Wisdom but it
goes on a bit.”
“Ah”, he said, “that’ll be Lawrence of
Arabia: interesting chap, he was. I tell
you what, go over to that chest of
drawers in the corner and pull out the
bottom drawer.” I obeyed. In the
drawer was what looked like an offwhite cotton dust sheet.
“Done a bit of decorating?” I quipped.
“That, doc, is a bit special. There’s a
story about that. Open it out.”
So I did. It was a white cotton robe, a
bit like a long white cassock.
“Were you a vicar, then?”, I semiquipped again.
“THAT, doc, is a desert robe given to
me personally by T.E. Lawrence,
Lawrence of Arabia.”
I couldn’t speak; until I gibbered “Go
on……”
Arthur did: “When Lawrence returned
from his heroics in Arabia in about
1919 he was very disillusioned over

the bad deal the Arabs got after the
war. He was really cut up. He had a
break-down and ran from public
scrutiny by hiding himself away as a
junior airman in the RAF. Then his
cover was blown and he joined the
Tank Corps instead, which is where I
met him. And you know what, for all
his great reputation he singled me out
in the barracks as one of his mates,
said I wasn’t as rough as the rest of
‘em. All above board like - just really
good mates……”
“He had a cottage not far from
Bovington called ‘Clouds Hill’, which

18
“Lawrence really valued friendships
and we were good mates for the next
ten years, up until he was killed on his
bike.”
At Lawrence’s funeral in 1935 Arthur
Russell was a pall bearer. Mourners
included Winston and Clementine
Churchill, E.M. Forster, Florence
Hardy, Lady Astor, General Wavell
and Lawrence’s youngest brother
Arnold.
There is a bench seat alongside
Lawrence’s grave. Carved into its back
rest is, “FROM A. RUSSELL.
PATROCLUS”

was his hidey-hole and he’d take me
there on his motor bike, just to relax,
chat and listen to music - I’d do jobs
around the place. He had a Brough SS
100, which could do a ton and he took
me all around Dorset, all over, even to
Thomas Hardy’s house at Max Gate.
One of his celebrity friends, Siegfried
Sassoon, nick-named me ‘Patroclus’,
because I was Lawrence’s constant
companion,
like
Achilles
and
Patroclus in Greek mythology.”
“Several times he brought me up to
Coventry as a pillion passenger on his
bike, to stay with me and my Mum for
the weekend. He gave her a desertrobe too, saying she could cut it up That was Arthur’s story. He kept the
and make dresses with it. I’ve kept nickname ‘Patroclus’ until his own
letters he wrote her to say thank you death in 1997 aged 93.
for having him………..”
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(Photos and letters copied and given to me by Arthur Russell in 1997)

20

21

22
This group began some eight years ago, at
the suggestion of Age Concern. The
organisation was then known to offer
friendship to older people who sometimes
feel isolated and lonely. We meet in the
Church Hall on the first Thursday of each
month, at about 10.15 am, when
refreshments (tea or coffee and biscuits)
are available. There is time to chat and
meet old friends or make new ones. There
is usually a talk or some entertainment,
more refreshments and then the raffle is
drawn. The meeting ends by 12 noon.
Recent talks have included a visit by Geoff
Grewcock who runs a wildlife sanctuary in
Nuneaton. He had brought along two
magnificent owls which had been rescued.
They could not be returned to the wild
because
they
had
become
too
accustomed to humans while they were
being cared for after they had been
injured. We were able to stroke their

beautifully soft plumage and the eagle owl
(named Gizmo) particularly enjoyed it! At
least twice in a year Jackie Ball comes with
her music and encourages us to do some
gentle exercises while still remaining
seated and at some meetings we play
games.
We should love to meet some new
members. We would also be very pleased
if anyone could offer some help at the
meetings, by assisting in the kitchen,
setting out the chairs and tables or by
bringing visitors who would otherwise find
it difficult to get to the Church Hall.
A donation of £2.00 is all that you need for
refreshments and a raffle ticket. You can
find out more by phoning 024 7640 2067
or just come along on January 11th 2018.
(We realise this is the second Thursday but
the first Thursday in January is too close to
New Year’s Day).

Well done to all concerned in the fast
moving
in October.
With the switches of location, time
zones and costumes, it kept the actors
and our audience on their toes
throughout.
In a change to the published
programme, our February production
will be
, a comedy by
Larry Shue, directed by Adrian Edgar.
The play is set in Betty Meek’s Fishing
Lodge in Tilghman County, Georgia
(KKK country), sometime in the recent
past.
The cast of seven stars - Jonathan
Greaves as Charlie Baker (The
Foreigner), Kart Murugesan (Sgt
‘Froggy’ LeSueur), Lucinda Toomey
(Betty Meeks), Aran Eardley (Rev.

David E. Lee), Helena Reilly (Catherine
Simms), Kevin Jones (Owen Musser)
and Mark Perryman (Ellard Simms).
Several new members make their
debuts in this play and look forward to
entertaining you in February.
will run from

at Allesley Village Hall
Performances start promptly at
7.30 pm
Our Box Office line 07927 319985 will
open on
Tickets remain at
£7 full price and £6 concessions
Season’s Greetings from all the Saints
www.thesaintsdramacoventry.co.uk
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Allesley Park Community Centre, 199 Winsford Ave, Allesley Park
Coventry CV5 9NG - Tel: 024 76715432 or 76715150
Coundon Care at Allesley Park offers affordable Day Care in the local
Community for the older person
Our service is also inclusive of those clients with Dementia (Subject to assessment)
All our staff are qualified and experienced and the environment
is safe and homely
Our service reflects our clients’ needs, interests and hobbies
Afternoon entertainment is included

Monday-Wednesday and Friday
Includes a 2 course lunch and all refreshments
Transport available within a certain radius
For further details please contact Lynne on 76715150 or Nina on 76715432
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Your Local Installer of UPVC
Windows
Doors
Conservatories
Fascia Boards and Guttering
Installing and Repairing Double Glazing
in the Local Area for 27 years
Our New UPVC Windows are the most up to date in
Glazing Technology
Achieving A, B or C Ratings WERS
(Window Energy Rating Scheme)
The Glass Units are designed to keep the Heat in
and the Cold out
Free Estimates No Salesmen
FENSA Registered
Tel Office 024 7659 3278
Direct Line 0795 6805244
vinnysloyan@virginmedia.com
www.rainbowwindowdesign.co.uk
64, Kingsbury Road, Coundon, Coventry CV6 1PH
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PGS
DECORATING SERVICES
AND
GENERAL PROPERTY
REPAIRS
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DECORATING
NO JOB TOO SMALL
EXCELLENT STANDARDS OF
WORKMANSHIP
FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 02476 402301
MOB: 07944034940

M. J. Silvera
Painting and Decorating Services
30 Years Experience
Interior and Exterior Work
Private and Commercial
Providing Reliable, Professional Work
Local Tradesmen
024 7659 8403
Mobile 077 2942 0082
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It’s just not Christmas without Christ….
Christmas is a time of promise. We look forward to the big day
anticipating presents, food, family and fun. It is the promise of
celebration, reflection and new beginnings. It is when God fulfils
his promise to all humanity. God intervenes in human history in the
most unexpected way. His plan to save humanity is to be born in
humble circumstances as a vulnerable child.
In Jesus, God fulfilled his promises and offered new life for
everyone. For many of us, too often Christmas can be a
challenging time. The cost of Christmas can be eye watering! The
ever-increasing lists of things to buy for a “perfect Christmas” can
really dent the wallet. Equally, the pressures of travelling to see
family or to participate in celebratory events can be exhausting.
Yet, despite it all, Christmas has at its very heart, a deep-rooted
joy that cannot be shaken.
The promise made good by God in Jesus changes lives,
communities and nations. Through Jesus, God has invited us to
participate in his new kingdom where there is hope, peace and joy.
This divine baby bundle that is born as a gift to humanity, has the
power to restore human life to its full and richest potential.
So, this Christmas, hold on to the good news of Jesus. Don’t allow
the pressures of the season to distract your attention from God’s
promise to you in him. As we celebrate his birth and God’s
presence with us, drink in his intoxicating love and celebrate with
all your strength.

Jesus is born in Bethlehem!
Merry Christmas from everyone at All Saints

Christmas Services at
All Saints, Allesley
Sunday 17th December
6:00 pm Candlelight Carol Service

Christmas Eve
4:00 pm Crib Service – Tots and Families
5:30 pm Crib Service – Children and Families
11:30 pm Midnight Communion

Christmas Day
8:00 am Traditional Christmas Communion
10:30 am Christmas Day One Hour Family Communion

Start the New Year with fresh hope….
At All Saints Church we aim to follow Jesus in every part of our
lives. We meet to worship and learn from him every week.
Everyone is welcome

8.00 am Holy Communion
A spoken service with time for
reflection
10.00 am Sunday Worship
A service for all the family with
music, teaching, prayer and
groups for children
6.00 pm Evening service
A service to end the day with
music, teaching and prayers
We also have lots of ways to get
involved in the week….
Mainly Music on Saturdays
Mites and Minders on
Wednesdays
Bereavement Group on Fridays
Small Groups…. Meeting
throughout the week
For more information visit…
www.allesley-church.org.uk
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P. McFadden
Decorators
Interior and Exterior
also property repairs
Over 35 years
experience

Tel: 02476503377
Mob:07974203229
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Commissioner for Oaths
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PETE THE GARDENER
GARDENS MAINTAINED TO YOUR
SPECIFICATIONS
LAWNS CUT
BORDERS MAINTAINED
PATIOS LAID
FENCES ERECTED
DECKING
CONSERVATORIES CLEANED
GARDEN CLEARANCE

FOR A FULL PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE
TEL 07944034940

High Quality Bespoke Carpentry & Joinery
with over 30 Years’ Experience
Doors
Windows
Stairs
Bespoke Joinery
Plastering
Flooring
Fitted Wardrobes
Repairs & Renovations to
Traditional Sash Windows
General Carpentry
Call Matt to discuss your requirements
or follow us on

Tel:- 07854 240500
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just off
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We cater for any special occasion big or small

Leanne Talbot
07985668093

sinceritydecorations@gmail.com

www.sincerityweddingandeventdecorations.uk
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Cinnamon Stars
Easy, Festive, Gluten Free

Ingredients:
1 tbsp lemon juice
2 tsp ground cinammon
175 g (7 oz) icing sugar
250 g (10 oz) ground almonds
2 free range egg whites

Method:
1. Whisk egg whites until stiff, fold in icing sugar and cinnamon and whisk
again until the meringue mixture is dropping consistency.
2. Reserve 6 tbsp of meringue mixture in a bowl and cover.
3. Whisk the rest of the mixture until it forms a stiff peak, fold in almonds and
lemon juice to a thick paste.
4. Form into a ball, wrap in cling film and chill for an hour in the fridge.
5. Preheat oven to Gas Mark 6 (200°C) (400°F) and butter 2-3 baking sheets.
6. Roll the dough to about 5 mm thick between two baking parchments or
cling film.
7. Use a 2.5 cm star cutter (or any other festive-shaped cutters) to form the
shapes and place them onto the baking sheet.
8. Bake the stars 7-8 minutes then remove from the oven.
9. Reduce oven temperature to Gas Mark ¼ (110°C) (225°F).
10. Use a pastry brush to paint the reserved meringue mixture over the top of
the stars. Return them to the oven for another 15 minutes until meringue
has dried.
11. Put them onto a wire rack to cool.
Can be kept in an airtight container in a cool place for up to two weeks.

Why not consider ordering your Christmas hampers from us?
Allesley Country Market wishes you all a very Merry Christmas and
looks forward to seeing you in the New Year!!!!!
Visit Allesley Country Market at Allesley Village Hall
Open every Wednesday 10.00 am - 11.30 am - Admission Free
Follow us on Facebook: Allesley Country Market
Go to www.countrymarkets.co.uk or www.cooksofcountrymarkets.co.uk
for online orders: www.openfoodnetwork.co.uk
Please contact 02476 334 210 or 07859 230237
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Peace-building,
teacher-training
and
improving education for vulnerable
children are all at the heart of Global Care’s
newest project, in war-torn South Sudan.
The world’s newest nation, formed in 2011,
after over 50 years of civil war still struggles
with civil unrest from rebel militia, which
has been ongoing since 2013. Years of war
and violence mean education has been
severely disrupted across the country for
several generations and the current
education system is fragile and poorly
resourced.
Only 27% of adults are literate. Although
English is the official language of
instruction, most educated people were
schooled in Arabic in northern Sudan,
making the delivery of education in English
even more of a challenge.
An initiative by the diocese of Wau,
supported by Global Care, aims to change
this. By putting young people who have
completed secondary school, or who are
in the latter stages of secondary education,
through a three-year teacher training
programme, we aim to begin improving the
quality of education for children in schools
across the region. Trainee teachers will
teach in the mornings and train in the
afternoons.
The scheme also addresses another huge
challenge - providing viable employment.
Thousands of young people join militia
groups every year in the absence of any
other source of livelihood. It is a vicious
cycle of destruction which makes the life
chances of each succeeding generation
even more fragile and the hope of change
ever more distant. We hope that by
providing alternative employment we will
begin to build peace for families and
communities who have experienced so
much suffering.
The first 50 teachers supported by Global
Care will start training in January 2018. We

have committed to funding the project for
one year initially, at a cost of £10,000. This
sum covers food, accommodation,
training and resources for 50 teachers.
The training will be delivered at St Johns
Theological College in Wau.
Our new partner, Archbishop Moses of the
Diocese of Wau, writes: “Education is a
big problem here in South Sudan, not just
the education of reading and writing and
numbers but the education of knowing
things and knowing the same things as
everybody else, being part of a greater
whole. I have been to England and in that
country every child goes to school, no
question... but here in South Sudan that is
not the case and many adults here have
never been children going to school. One
thing our church must work to ensure is
that every child in South Sudan goes to
school and grows up with an education.
Because people with an education can
think for themselves and not be fooled into
making bad choices and accepting things
that are really wrong.”
CEO John White said: “At Global Care our
passion is to do more to support more
children who are more vulnerable. This
new project is another step on the way to
achieving that goal. Working with a new
partner, we hope to bring both peace and
hope to desperately vulnerable children
and communities, through positive
opportunities and education for children
and young people who otherwise face a
bleak future.”
Our Christmas Appeal this year focuses
on our new Teacher Training programme
in South Sudan. We hope to raise a
minimum of £10,000, to fund the first year.
To donate to this year’s Christmas Appeal
please go to www.globalcare.org
or call the office on 030 030 21 030
Thank you
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Country Markets is a not-for-profit cooperative organisation with a network of
weekly markets selling home-cooked,
home-grown and home-made produce
(the logo is ‘Cook-Craft-Grow’) all over the
UK. The four West Midlands markets
(Allesley, Balsall Common, Bentley Heath
and Wythall & Hollywood) are the first
group of Country Markets in the UK to set
up ‘shops’ on Open Food Network UK
(OFN) - an already established and
successful online retail platform for local
produce in Australia. In keeping with ‘real’
(offline) Country Markets, our ‘virtual’
(online) ‘HUB’s will promote sustainable
shopping from local artisan producers.
We would like the ‘HUB’s to thrive and
grow but unlike other forms of online retail
they will not lead to the demise of the
bricks and mortar markets. Indeed, the
offline Country Markets will be an integral
part of each HUB: the collection point for
the new ‘click and collect’ service.
OFN ‘shops’ run weekly ‘order cycles’

which close 36-48 hours prior to collection.
This allows time for the produce to be
freshly homemade (or hand-picked, in the
case of fruit and vegetables) for the
customer. By visiting our landing page
www.countrymarketshub.co.uk
the customer can select the ‘shop’ which
best matches their most convenient
collection point and time. As more Country
Markets over the UK join OFN, more online
‘shops’ will be added, thereby increasing
customer choice.
The HUBs can also be found from visiting
www.openfoodnetwork.co.uk
and searching by postcode using their
interactive map.
West Midlands Country Market producers
come from a wide mix of different
backgrounds (age range of 18 to late 80’s;
school leavers, retired professionals,
lifelong home-cooks and gardeners,
working mums and more) and nationalities
(British, Hungarian, Canadian, German,
Malaysian to name a few)- all walks of life!
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Now you can order home-cooked food, home-grown plants, fruit and
vegetables and hand-crafted gifts and cards
:

www.countrymarketshub.co.uk
Choose the one of our four shops in the local area:
@Bentley Heath Country Market

Order Fri. - Wed. for collection Fri. 9:30 - 11:30 am
Bentley Heath Community Centre, B93 9BQ

@Balsall Common Country Market

Order Sat. - Wed. for collection Sat. 10:00 - 11:30 am
Balsall Common Village Hall, CV7 7FF

@Wythall&Hollywood Country Market

Order Sat. - Wed. for collection Sat. 10:00 - 12:00 noon
The Scout Hut, Wythall Park, B47 6LZ

@Allesley Country Market

Order Wed. - Mon. for collection Wed. 10:00 - 11:30 am
Allesley Village Hall, CV5 9GX

Embracing going ‘online’ has been no
easy feat: none of us are professionals
in the online retail sector. Everything is
done voluntarily and so has to be fitted
around people’s jobs, families, baking,
growing, crafting etc. There have been
home-visits, to those producers less
confident using computers, social ‘dropins’ to list products and lots and lots of
emails!
Everybody has had lots of decisions to
ponder over: for Karen it was how to sell
her flapjack. I had many conversations
about “Should I sell it as individual slices,
quarter of a tray or a whole tray?” and
then “What’s the best way to take the
photo?” John and Debbie are both excited
about selling produce they are unable to
bring to the market every week but could
provide ‘on demand’. John, whose hobby
is wood turning, proudly told me on Friday
“I’m making a chair but it’s too big to bring
here every week”. A visit to John’s house
to help him and his wife enrol with OFN

is planned on completion of the chair!
Debbie, on the other hand, is in the process
of listing her ‘special cakes’ on the HUB
after an OFN tutorial in the summer.
We were fortunate to have Molly Garvey,
an OFN summer intern, stay with two of
our most dedicated producers for six
weeks in June and July to help get the
project off the ground. Molly is very
passionate about the potential of ‘online’
to help ‘offline’ micro-sized local
business grow, thus enabling their
handmade artisan produce to reach a
wider audience. It is Molly’s initial
enthusiasm and wealth of good ideas
which is still driving us forward.
Local producers making hand-crafted
food, plants or gifts are invited to join the
HUBs alongside Country Markets
cooks, crafters and growers. We already
proudly feature ‘Henley Chocolates’,
‘Birch and Bay’, ‘Chickens of Brum’ and
‘Tiny Seeds’ items but are looking for
others to join us.
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Our meetings continue to be well
attended and in September we
welcomed back Janet Wroe, who shared
her experiences of appearing on quiz
shows, including ‘Pointless’.
Following a talk about the lives of people
who were either born in or moved to
Coventry for work, a group of our
members went on a small tour of some
of the oldest areas of our city. They
finished with a very fascinating and
informative hour at The Weavers House
in Spon End.
Five of the committee were able to attend
the WMFWI Annual Council Meeting,
which normally falls on our meeting day.
Some of us were delighted to visit the
ballet “Aladdin” at the Hippodrome in
Birmingham.

At the AGM Pauline Davies, our
President of seven years, stood down.
May I take this opportunity on behalf of
all our members to say a huge thank
you to her for all her hard work over that
time. I was honoured, (surprised but
pleased), to be elected by our members
to replace Pauline as President.
We welcomed two new members to our
committee, Penny and Pauline and
hope they will enjoy their new W.I. roles.
Plans are in hand for the Christmas
lunch, which is always enjoyed by all.
May I wish all readers
a Happy Christmas and a
Healthy and Peaceful New Year

and small and ways of travelling. Why
not join us for the last three sessions
this term when we will be focusing on
Christmas?
Whether you are a regular, you come
along occasionally or you have never
… fun, interactive music sessions for been before, just bring your family
pre-school children and their parents along and you will receive a warm
to enjoy together. Young children are welcome.
introduced to music, whilst families
enjoy fellowship and through Mainly
First Saturday back in 2018
Music’s five key values - Creativity,
Saturday January 13th
Connection, Generosity, Celebration
and Honour - have an opportunity to
Every Saturday,Term Time
encounter God’s love.
9.30 am - 10.30 am
The music session itself lasts for about
All Saints Allesley Church Hall
30 minutes and is followed by a time
CV5 9EQ
of free play for the children and
[just off Birmingham Road]
fellowship and refreshments for the First session free, then £3 per family
adults.
For more information contact Lesley
So far this term our themes have
on 0795 4080575 or email
included: crossing the mid line, big allsaintscovmainlymusic@gmail.com
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Lyme Regis for your holiday!
Stay at any venue along the Marine
Parade. It is a holiday world in a
microcosm - sand, pebbles, rock pools,
harbour and boats, book shops old and
new, unique shops, art everywhere, a
‘foodie’ haven, micro brewery, perfect
(but hilly) walks.
I am a convert
My colleague at work had told me, over
quite a few years, all about Lyme. The
area came up in conversations about
food, music, art, books, clothes, walks,
harbours. If I mentioned that I was
thinking along the lines of x or y for a
holiday, (whilst never ramming it down
my throat), Sarah would gently
recommend Lyme Regis. She would tell
me about her experiences, of how, when
she had been down there, she came
back to work relaxed, glowing and
fulfilled. She would suggest, again, that
I give it a try.
Well this September, once again I was
looking for a holiday place. Lyme Regis
came up on my ‘google’ search for
“beach view”. Others had said they
knew about Lyme and agreed it was as

good at it sounded. Twenty minutes later
I had actually booked.
In October my husband and I were in
seaside heaven. It was perfect. Before
we came home I had booked again to
take my daughter and family too. We
told everyone about our experience. We
keep recommending it. I have no idea
why we took so long to discover this
perfect secret. I think you really need to
know too!
I see a parallel or a parable maybe
Many people, without a Christian
conviction, have a friend or friends who
are Christians. Is that you? Has
someone told you about Jesus? About
Christianity? About how their faith has
changed the way they act? Have they
recommended trying an Alpha course or
coming to church?
Have you smiled and let it ride over your
head (just like I did about Lyme
Regis)? Have you let the suggestion or
invitation pass by for years?
Next time can I encourage you to risk
trying out the recommendation - it can
be life changing for the better and you
might end up a convert!

Over the past fifteen years, Northbrook Athletic Club's annual 10k
road race has raised more than £23,000 for local organisations and
charities. In 2017 our 10k race and Junior Fun Run donated £2,900 to
various charities - beneficiaries included Coventry Myton Hospice and
the 1st Coventry (Allesley Village) Scouts group.
We will be aiming to raise at least as much when we stage our race again in 2018.
As usual it will take place on the last weekend of the Allesley Festival and the date
is
. Keep an eye on our website for details.
Find out more about Northbrook AC by visiting
. You’ll
be sure of a warm welcome
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This is not a tale about Little Red
Riding Hood, nor is it a tale about a
real wolf. It is a tale of determination,
aspiration, inspiration and hope. It is a
tale of one young Allesley triathlete

and her dreams of representing her
country. It is a tale of how generations
can work together to achieve a
common goal. It is a tale of love and
support which transcends all else.
Last year after many years of training
and success both nationally and
internationally, triathlete Siân Rainsley
(now 20) was diagnosed with Crohn’s
Disease. Far from letting the diagnosis
deter her from her goal of representing
GB in the world championships she
worked around the flare-ups and
trained accordingly. This year Siân
took bronze in the European U23
Triathlon Championships in Valence,

Hungary and the following day she
won a gold medal in the G.B. triathlon
mixed relay team. She told me “It was
incredible to stand on the podium
twice and listen to the National
Anthem.” Following this success she
was selected to compete in the in the
U23
elite
world
triathlon
championships in Rotterdam on 16th
September. I went to support Siân and
was thrilled when she came 9th – it was
cold and raining.
I have always enjoyed a daily swim
since taking retirement from the
University of Warwick and still visit the
pool each weekday morning. I have
never enjoyed running so why I
decided to do the WOLF run is a
mystery to me, except that I wanted to
challenge myself and raise money for
Crohn’s and Colitis UK. I started to run
around Allesley Park and gradually
built up the distance in between
stopping to stretch and catch my
breath. I am a SCUBA diver so I have
to keep myself reasonably fit however
the 10K run with Woods, Obstacles,
Lakes and Fields was a bit of a
daunting prospect on 4th November.
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Luckily my friend Carol was ‘up for it’
and she managed to recruit a team
from her family. I named us ‘The
Achievers.’

I contacted Crohn’s and Colitis UK
asking for a tee-shirt to run in, set up a
Just Giving page and set myself a
target of £1,000. From that moment I
knew that I had to do it. Siân gave me
encouragement as did my two other
granddaughters, Alice (who had
successfully tackled the run earlier in

the year) and Molly. My family and
friends sponsored me and on the big
day Melanie, Steve, Kay, Alice, Ronan
and husband Les turned out to
support me. The run was tough with
muddy bogs, a swim across a lake
(which was fine), numerous stream
crossings, muddy slides, climbs, nets,
a pitch black tunnel with obstacles, a
pipe, a long crawl, clambering over
huge logs and a giant slide into
muddy water (which I loved). The
atmosphere was one of fun and
mutual support and respect from
competitors many of whom were
raising money for charities. I have, in
the past, volunteered at WOLF runs
and I have always thought, ‘You are
MAD.’ Now I know that I too, am mad.
To date I have raised just under £1,100
for Crohn’s and Colitis, slain my
dragons and become fitter – what’s
not to like?
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Kay-Rainsley
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My previous article
told the story of John Milward, ‘Bayle
of Allesley’, originally from Alvechurch
in North Worcestershire. This account
begins in the neighbouring, extensive
royal manor of Bromsgrove. Usually
part of the queen consorts’ dower, it
included several settlements of
varying size and significance. King’s
Norton, the largest was a small trading
town, with a well-developed economy
based on sales of woollen cloth, dyes,
groceries and cattle. In a 1616
Charter, James Ist granted it regular
markets and two fairs every year.
Villages of importance within its
boundaries were Moseley, King’s
Heath and Wythall.
Surviving documents prove that the
Grevis family lived in Moseley Hall,
originally a superior mid-C15th farm
house on the Alcester Road. In the
C16th another branch of the Grevis’
resided at Blackgreaves, Wythall, a
medieval house encircled by a
distinctive 45 foot moat.
Ease of communication encouraged
inhabitants to look beyond their
manorial boundaries. The River
Severn acted as a highway to the
major port of Bristol, the Forest of
Dean’s iron supplies and Wales. Ten
miles away just beyond Solihull lay the
tiny settlement of Knowle, with its
Guild chapel. The Guild Register,
listing all its members, included
residents from the Kings Norton area,
Coventry, and even London. Members
in 1468 included the Moseley farmer,

Thomas Grevis and his wife Joan. A
later Thomas Grevis was Master of the
Guild (1520). The Guild was a religious
and
social
gathering
where
friendships were forged. It may well
have brought the Grevis’ new and
useful acquaintances plus knowledge
of lands for sale around Knowle.
They gained a foothold along the
route from Kings Norton and Moseley
to Coventry by way of Berkswell and
Allesley. Here cattle might be pastured
for a short while before being sold at
the City’s markets and Fairs - Corpus
Christi (May/June) and Cold Mart
(December). These Fairs had brought
traders and goods from far and wide Ireland, Wales and the North - since
the C14th.
The Porters, gentry with links to
Solihull, Eastcote, Fletchampstead
and Coventry, sold land to a Thomas
Grevis in 1530s. It was now possible to
bring Coventry-bound cattle down
Back Lane, Berkswell, where he also
owned fields, into Eastern Green
using a since-closed route by Pickford
Grange in Allesley parish. At the
junction with four other routes - the
main road from the west via Meriden,
the east into Coventry and also two
other lanes - Thomas Grevis bought
60 acres of Customary Land (a type of
leasehold). Much of this was water
meadows, giving temporary shelter
and feed for drove animals on the
move. Later this land was known as
‘Pemberton’s farm’ recalling tenants,
Robert,
William
and
Thomas
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Pemberton c 1560 to 1638. The farm
backed onto the Meriden boundary.
By 1540 Master Grevis was wellknown to leading Allesley freeholders.
That spring he was mentioned in
Robert Brynkenell’s will.
Grevis’ ideas were not unique. Other
families
like
the
Middlemores,
Littletons and Fields, from his home
area, had similar connections with
villages like Berkswell, Meriden, Great
and Little Packington, Bickenhill,
Sheldon and Coventry itself.
In 1561 a Richard Grevis acquired part
of Berwood manor, Sutton Coldfield
adjoining the Chester Road, which
was on a direct, long distance drove
from Wales to London, via Allesley.
Additional income from the cattle trade
enhanced the Grevis’ social and
economic standing. In 1523 the
College of Heralds granted the family
a coat of arms.

A Richard Grevis, now titled
‘gentleman’ married Ann Green of
Wyken in c 1564. James Ist knighted
their heir Richard in 1604. He also
became High Sheriff of Worcestershire
in 1616 and soon afterwards Deputy

Lieutenant of Wales - both Crown
appointments. By 1628 his increased
status and wealth enabled him to buy
the manors of Solihull and Yardley.
During the 1620s Sir Richard had also
developed left-wing religious and
political affiliations. He patronised the
Presbyterian vicar of Kings Norton,
Thomas Hall and was antagonistic to
Charles
Ist’s
non-Parliamentary
taxation. His Allesley neighbours the
Blythes of Alton Hall,
included Walter the
later Parliamentarian colonel and
agrarian writer and Francis married to
Mary, sister of Sir Arthur Hasilrig a
major protagonist of Charles Ist in the
1629 Parliament.
Sir Richard died in 1632. His three
dimensional tomb still stands in Kings
Norton church. The Allesley land, part
of his widow Ann’s dower, would pass
to their son Thomas, another leftwinger whose younger brother
Richard fought in the Civil Wars (164246) on Parliament’s side. Perhaps it
was problems in the Pemberton family
that led to the sale of the Allesley
estate in 1638. Thomas Pemberton, a
man with learning difficulties, was
cheated of his birth right by relatives
and found begging in the village. It
might equally though have been
changing times, as many gentry were
caught economically between the
effects of inflation and a much
reduced income from static rents. Like
Pemberton, they too were reduced to
penury.
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It was a Friday evening in the spring.
The meeting place was decided. The
rendezvous time was set - 10.30 pm
sharp. With a holdall full of equipment
the chosen team assembled. The
group of us came together, trying not
to look suspicious. Suddenly, around
the end of the road we saw some
headlights and then recognised the
distinctive markings of a police car!
They came to a stop beside us and
slowly rolled down their window.
There we were, a small group of us, all
wearing dark clothing and head
torches and carrying sets of ladders
and cable ties. What would happen
next??
“Hello ladies. Just checking out that
everything’s ok. What you’re doing is
brilliant! Be sure to take pictures.
You’ve got one hour until your
Operation Number runs out!” and off
the officers drove. Thank goodness
we had registered our activity with
them! We were organised into teams
and given our tasks. Some were
working on the trees, some
dispatched to the set of posts, a few
were using the ladder and tying things
up. It was a military-style operation
and in just over 45 minutes the deed
had been done: Allesley Village had
been yarn bombed!!
The wonderful ‘knit and natter’ group
had been planning the project for six
months, masterminded by the
incredible Sue who created all the
designs and organised the necessary
knitting and crocheting. There was

such an overwhelmingly positive
response to it - it even went viral on the
ITV Central and BBC Midlands
Facebook pages and over 80,000
people looked at the pictures. It was a
lot of effort but such fun - and what
else would my husband and I and a
bunch of ladies over 60 want to do on
a Friday night?! Then, after six weeks,
it was gone! A true yarn bomb had
taken place - appearing and
disappearing as if by magic.
The ‘knit and natter’ group have left
the café and now meet at a different
venue but the four years they were in
the café saw friendships develop,
skills increase and great contributions
to the community being made. It has
been an honour and a privilege to
have played our part in it.
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If the Suffolk visitor has taken note of
the three churches suggested for
exploration in Issue 23 of the Parish
Magazine, they may like to spend a
second day engaged in a similar
pursuit. For that excursion I suggest
starting with the stunningly remote

It is unique for several reasons, not the
least being that it is a church with no
village. Interesting too is the material
from which its tower is built, the local,
Coralline Crag. This rock, formed from
shelly sand during the Pliocene
epoch, glows with a warm roseinfused honey colour in the evening
sunlight. Wantisden tower is one of
only two built with this, not very
durable, Suffolk speciality, (we will
visit the other later). The little Norman
church stands in the middle of fields
about half a mile from the nearest road
and even in the twenty first century
has no electricity and no water supply.
However, somewhat uniquely, until
recently it would have required a
military escort to visit it.
About 400 yards north of the church
by a bend in a small river, once stood

two little dwellings - ‘Bent Water
Cottages’. However history caught up
with these cottages and by the 1940s
they were well and truly buried under
the main runway of USAF Bentwaters
- one of the biggest and busiest
military airbases in the world - and the
church was suddenly enclosed within
its perimeter fence. The base was built
for use in WWII but continued under
American occupation throughout the
Cold War, being finally closed in 1993.
The fortunes of St. John’s fluctuated
during this time, from the lows of the
1940s, when it suffered damage and
vandalism, to happier times when its
American custodians, in the latter
years of their tenure, helped with its
cleaning and maintenance. Now, in
more peaceful times, the church lies
just outside the barbed wire and the
airbase buildings, once home to
nuclear warheads, shelter nothing
more harmful than onions.
St. John’s still has much evidence of
its Norman origins, in the decorated
south doorway, chancel arch and
nave altar squints. The font is one of
only a few medieval examples to
survive in England. There is much for
the visitor to admire - but above all, it
is the tranquility that is so special. A
tranquility which Wantisden has
reclaimed, after decades under the
flight path of warplanes. A memorial in
the north chancel wall observes that,
in 1838, Anne Clerk, a former vicar's
wife, “exchanged time for eternity”.
What more beautiful place could there
be to spend eternity?
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A few miles journey eastwards the
traveller will reach
Here is the twin tower to
Wantisden, the only other built of the
Coralline Crag, which would be good
enough reason to stop here. However,
on entering this narrow little church its
other striking feature becomes
instantly apparent. The breathtaking
blue of the east window and
associated altar hangings.

The window, which shows Christ in
Majesty, dates from the early 1990s
and is by local artist Surinder
Warboys. The altar hangings, made to
compliment the glass, use the same
shapes and dazzling colours. The
glorious new glass was a replacement
for a Victorian window, against which
one day, a troubled soul had taken an
axe, effectively destroying it beyond
repair. The triumphant replacement
shines a light of welcome to any who
care to enter this, always open,
church.
If the traveller leaves Chillesford,
heads first east, then north towards
Sudbourne and continues to follow
the road they will inevitably arrive at
the Suffolk tourist honeypot that is
Snape Maltings. Without a doubt the
most familiar stop for anyone who has
ventured into the county but it is a
useful place for a cup of tea. From
here the visitor is afforded a view of a
distant church tower on a promontory
overlooking the river Alde. This much
photographed landmark is
Many will have
photographed the church but how
many have visited it?
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The first time we made the pilgrimage
to St. Botolph’s was back in 1969,
whilst staying at nearby Orford. We
were unaware of a recent tragic fire,
that had caught hold of the thatch on
the nave roof and reduced the
building to a charred and blackened
shell. It was a shock to see such a
bleak and forlorn sight. With such a
tiny local community we wondered if it
would ever be restored.
We discovered the answer on
revisiting in 2013. It had taken 25 years
for the community to be able to finally
complete the bright and spacious
reconstruction. Many of its historic
features - from a Saxon cross-shaft
dating from 800 - 900 AD, to the 1959
oak altar, reredos and panelling remained undamaged and the
beautiful 15th century font has been
lovingly restored.

These three churches, in many ways
quite different, have one glorious
unifying theme. They have survived, in
some cases very much against the
odds. They have been cared for,
restored and adorned with the finest
that their custodians could afford.

Above all, they are truly loved and
treasured by their communities.
If the weary traveller ventures on to
nearby Orford, they will find, near the
quay, an ancient hostelry named ‘The
Jolly Sailor’.
After cautiously negotiating the low
doorway, the visit will be amply
rewarded with extremely good food
and excellent beer.
Whilst in the area do not miss the
ancient woodland at the southern end
of Wantisden Hall Farm.
, contains the most gigantic oak
and holly trees, many of which are at
least 500 years old. According to
legend it was amongst the young oaks
of Staverton Park that St Edmund was
murdered by the Danes and in 1528
Mary, sister of Henry VIII and her
husband Charles Brandon, Duke of
Suffolk hunted and picnicked under
the trees.
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We provide a wide range of activities for children, young people and families like
yourselves. Below is an outline of the activities we run - with so many great
opportunities for you and your family to get involved.
for pre-school children,
on Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.00 am and 1.15 - 2.45 pm
with toys craft and drinks
for pre-school children
on Saturday mornings from 9.30 - 10.30 am
with songs, play time and drinks
for all ages @ 10.00 am lively family service
with Bible stories, craft, games....
for 7 -11 year olds
on the 1st & 3rd Friday of the month from 7.15 - 8.45 pm
with games, Bible story and craft
for 11-13 year olds
on the 1st, 2nd & 3rd Tuesday evening of the month from 7.15 - 8.45 pm
with games, cake, Bible discussion, prayers & tuck-shop.
for 14 year olds +
on Sunday evening from 6.30 - 8.30 pm
with worship, Bible discussion, games, prayers & refreshments
for school years 6 - 9
on alternate Thursday evenings 7.00 - 8.30 pm
music, table tennis, cake baking, craft, team games, tuck shop
& social trips (laser quest & ice skating)

For more information email the church Parish Administrator at
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(www.radioplus.org.uk), is a
local
community
radio
station specifically aimed at
people aged 16-35. We are
a community radio station that is run by
Christians with a Christian message and
ethos. We currently reach out to 14,500
young people and our aim is to increase
listeners to 30,000 by the end of our
current license period.
Radio Plus is supported by churches
across the denominational spectrum in
Coventry. This helps to provide an
accessible way for all young people to
hear inspiring stories of local people who
are active in their community. We profile
local musical talent and broadcast a
unique play list of 75% Christian
contemporary music and 25% secular
chart music.
By using radio as a catalyst for positively
changing lives, we inspire listeners
towards: service in the community; making
healthy lifestyle choices and ultimately to
begin their own personal journey towards
Jesus. Each week, 30 volunteers on
average, provide 80 hours of their time to
help deliver the service. Their roles include
presenting,
researching,
programme
production and on-air support. Every
young person involved benefits from
gaining new skills and knowledge in all
aspects of radio production, presentation
and administration.
Although
youth
unemployment
in
Coventry halved from its 25% rate in 2014

to under 12% in 2016, it remains high
among the young long-term unemployed,
those with difficult backgrounds (e.g. care
leavers) and with particular needs (e.g.
dyslexia, autism).
Our “Routes to Employment” media and
job-readiness training course (RTE) is
aimed at hard-to-reach young people
(NEET’s) facing one or more complex
challenges e.g. unemployment; being in
care; low self-confidence; poor self-image;
low aspirations; learning difficulties; poor
behaviour; few qualifications; poor grasp
of English; immigration barriers; poor
health; poor timekeeping.
Since 2014, around half of the 50 young
people completing RTE have moved into
employment,
further
training
or
volunteering; all progressed against some
of our 10 indicators (e.g. confidence, timekeeping); all gave positive feedback. We
recognise the need to increase take-up of
volunteer opportunities for young people
and any financial support you are able to
give would help support this important and
developing work in
our city.
We need to raise
£30,000 in the next
few months; you can
give using Paypal or
by sending a cheque
to 5 Hertford Place,
Coventry CV1 3JZ.
Happy Christmas to
you
and
your
families.

Would you like someone to pray for you, a family member, a friend,
a neighbour, someone at work, a difficult situation.
Then email us at prayer.requests@allesley-church.org.uk
or pop into the Good Honest Food Company Café in Gardenia Drive and put your
request into the Prayer Request envelope on the Community Notice Board.
You do not need to provide a lot of details - just the name of the person and what the
prayer is for - healing, comfort, strength, patience, wisdom.
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Juno Stacey
Austin Camby
Sadie Street
Rupert Grainger
Jemima Grainger

01 October 2017
05 November 2017
05 November 2017
03 December 2017
03 December 2017

Lauren Marie Hennessy & Darren William Holmes
Lisa Gillian Bird & James Oliver Broughton
Sarah Lucy Thomas & Ricky John Berry

01 September 2017
09 September 2017
30 September 2017

.

Lola Bryant

91

11 June 2017

Ashes

Bevan George Archer Hayward
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25 September 2017

All Saints Allesley
have a Home Communion Team who are enabled to visit
communicants in their homes to give Communion at any time
If you are interested or know someone who might be
please contact Frances Seeley 7640 3809

, or the English Yew is a
small evergreen tree of rounded habit,
with dense, linear leaves. It will grow to
a height of 10 – 20 metres. Highly
poisonous taxane alkaloids are found
in all parts of the tree. These alkaloids
are used as anti-cancer drugs.
Yew longbows are famous for being
the English weapon of victory at the
Battle of Agincourt in 1415. Yews are

consistently found in churchyards
(including Allesley) and some of these
trees are reputedly over 2,000 years
old suggesting that yew may have had
some sacred significance in preChristian Britain. One theory of their
common presence in churchyards it is
thought was to discourage drovers from
letting their animals wander onto burial
sites.

59

"A Balloon Site,
Coventry"

by
Dame Laura
Knight
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