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To receive a special Easter card from the church carefully remove the centre pages

Hedgerow
Wildlife

Stonechat

Ivy flowers
provide

autumn food
for insects

Chaffinch

Honeysuckle



Every Sunday                8.00 am
                                     10.00 am
                                       6.00 pm

Holy Communion
Informal Sunday Worship
Evensong or Communion

All Saints Church

Tuesday to Friday          9.15 am Morning Prayer All Saints Church

3rd Wednesday            10.30 am Holy Communion All Saints Church

Every Monday                7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics Village Hall

Every Monday      5.30 - 6.45 pm
                             7.00 - 8.30 pm

Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts

Scout Hut

1st Monday         1.30 - 3.00 pm Rummikub Church Hall

Every except 3rd Mon.  7.00 pm Pilates Church Hall

3rd Monday (winter)      7.30 pm Coventry Beekeepers Church Hall

Every Tuesday               7.30 pm Melody Makers Church Hall

Every Tuesday               7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice Church Bell Tower

Every Tuesday               5.15 pm Brownies Village Hall

Every Tuesday     5.00 - 5.30 pm
                             5.30 - 6.00 pm
                             6.00 - 6.30 pm

Ltl. Dragons Kung Fu 3-6yr
Freestyle Kung Fu 7-10 yrs
Kick Boxing 8 years - adult

Scout Hut

Every Tuesday   8.00 - 10.00 pm Explorer Scouts Scout Hut

Last Tuesday                10.30 am
to 12.00 noon

Cuppa with a Copper
or a Councillor

Good Honest Food
Company Cafe

1st Wednesday              1.45 pm Afternoon WI Village Hall

1st Wednesday              7.45 pm ACW Conservation Society Village Hall

Every Wednesday          9.45 am Allesley Country Market Village Hall

Term Time           9.30 - 11.0  am
Wednesday         1.15 - 2.45 pm

Mites and Minders
Mites and Minders

Church Hall
Church Hall

Every Wednesday 4.30 -7.15 pm Irish Dancing     4-16 years Scout Hut

Every Wednesday 7.30 -8.30 pm Pilates Scout Hut

1st Thursday                10.30 am Allesley Friendship Group Church Hall

Alt. Thursdays     7.00 - 8.30 pm All Saints’ Youth Club Church Hall

Every Thursday              7.30 pm Saints Amateur Dramatics Village Hall

Every Thursday              3.00 pm Allesley Literature Class Church Hall

Every Thursday              7.00 pm Allesley Flower Arrangers Jaguar Social Club

Every Thursday              7.00 pm Scouts Scout Hut
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All Saints Parish Administrator Alison Glover allesleychurch@gmail.com

All Saints Churchwardens Paul Payne
Michael Jones

024 7640 2017
024 7669 2734

All Saints Bell Ringers Ian Thompson 024 7641 1522
All Saints Cell Groups Becky Clarke 024 7626 9909
All Saints Children & Youth
katepyouthworker@yahoo.co.uk

Paul Payne
Kate Pwaisiho

024 7640 2017
078 1128 9248

All Saints Church Hall Bookings Angela Taylor 024 7640 4032
All Saints Home Communion
Team

Frances Seeley 024 7640 3809

All Saints Churchyard Tidy Michael Jones 024 7669 2734
All Saints Mainly Music Lesley Borrell 078 9004 3307
All Saints PCC Secretary Yelena Williams 024 7659 3546
All Saints PCC Treasurer Marie Hudson 024 7640 2295
All Saints Readers Colin and Fey Holtum 024 7672 9996
All Saints Verger Angela Taylor 024 7640 4032
Allesley Afternoon W I Pauline Davies 024 7640 4245
ACW Conservation Society Jan Burton 024 7640 7480
Allesley Country Market Judit Naughton 024 7633 4210
Allesley Community of
Reconciliation

Don Lindon 024 7640 2680

Allesley Cricket Club Bob Tomlinson 077 7844 4559
Allesley Festival Carol Knee 024 7640 4653
Allesley Flower Arrangers Dawn Reynolds 024 7640 5167
Allesley Literature Class Jennifer Smith 024 7667 3729
Allesley Parish       Chairman
Council                          Clerk

Cllr. L. Swann
Diane Weir 015 6478 2549

Every Friday                 10.30 am Bereavement Care Group Church Hall

Every Friday                   5.00 pm Rainbows Church Hall

Fridays 6.15 - 7.45 pm
In Term Time       7.45 - 9.15 pm

Girls’ Brigade       5 -14 yrs
                              14+ yrs

Queens Road Baptist
Church

Every Saturday    9.00 - 1.00 pm Available for hire to clubs Scout Hut

Saturday in Term Time  9.30 am Mainly Music Church Hall

Saturday pm &
Sundays

Available for children’s
Party Hire

Scout Hut



Allesley Rainbows Amy Downey 077 1746 1713
Allesley Village Hall Bookings Elaine Lenton 024 7640 3312

Allesley Village Surgery 163, Birmingham Road 024 7640 2332

Age Concern Friendship Group Lesley Grove 024 7640 2067

Bereavement Group Chris Kay 024 7640 3782

Celtica Irish Dancing School Maggie Gallagher 079 5029 1350

Coventry Archaeological Society Louise Dodd www.covarch.co.uk covarchweb@yahoo.co.uk

Crimestoppers crimestoppers-uk.org 0800 555 111

Explorer Scouts (Tuesday) Larry Duggan 0773 982 6539
Flytipping/Potholes (to Report) coventrydirect@coventry.gov.uk 0500 834 333

Girl’s Brigade Jacquie Kettell 0773 225 9327

Melody Makers Pauline Sutherland 024 7641 1850

Mites and Minders               am
Mites and Minders               pm

All Saints Parish Administrator allesleychurch
@gmail.com

Pilates (Monday) Lisa Reid 079 9942 5526

Pilates (Wednesday) Sam Blythe 078 1486 9818

Police (Non-Emergency) Ask for Neighbourhood Team - 101 x 831 6300

Police. Bablake and Sherbourne
Neighbourhood Policing Team
earlsdon@west-
midlands.pnn.police.uk

twitter.com/@coventrypolice
facebook.com/coventrypolice
Youtube.com/westmidlandspoli
ce

In case of
Emergency
always dial

999

Public Enforcement Team- Noise Office hours 0500 834 333 024 7683 2222 w/e

Rummikub Mavis Jeffery 024 7640 3797

Saints Drama Society Pam Barnes 024 7640 2309

Scout Group
1st Coventry (Allesley Village)

Darren Male 024 7659 9503
079 6887 1859

Shaolin Kung Fu & Kick Boxing Asa Darlaston 079 0021 0849
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per Issue
Whole Page £60  Half Page £30  Quarter Page £15

Contact Annelie Jones
024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

To all our volunteer magazine distributors
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is published three times a year and is delivered free to all homes in
Allesley Parish.

This and past copies can be viewed on www.allesley-church.org.uk

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial team.
The editors cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information submitted
for publication or the quality of the services offered by our advertisers.

Your views, comments and contributions are always welcome.
Special thanks to our proof reader Juliet Amery.

Editorial Team:
Amanda Slater 024 7664 0019 pikerslanefarm@btopenworld.com

Annelie Jones 024 7669 2734 anneliejones@hotmail.com

Even though there is a vacancy whilst the Church and Diocese prepares to
appoint a new Rector, church life will continue with the same schedule of

weekly services and regular baptisms, weddings and funerals.
If you need to contact the church Parish Administrator

please e-mail
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All Saints Church is committed to helping people to discover what being a
Christian is really about, in today's world with its endless distractions and
technologies. Last autumn, you might have seen Bear Grylls advertising Alpha
nationally and explaining the difference it has made to his life. Alpha is a short
course of fifteen talks, three of which are covered in a 'Holy Spirit Day' at a
different venue in Coventry - last year at St. Martin's Church, Finham. At All
Saints, Alpha is structured and time-tabled to best suit those who want to take
part; so last time it was held in the Bree Room (Church Hall) across Saturday
lunchtimes, with a shared meal each week.
The talks are designed to engage guests and inspire conversation in small
groups. Around thirty minutes long, they were watched in video format at All
Saints last year. They explore the big issues around faith and unpack the basics
of Christianity, addressing questions such as - Who is Jesus? and How can we
have faith?                     These are the topics covered:-

It might feel daunting at first but most guests really enjoy the chance to talk
about a part of their life that they do not fully understand and also to explore
how and why Christians behave as they do. The course helps to explain that
Christianity is first and foremost about relationships rather than rules. It is about
a person (Jesus), rather than a philosophy. It is about our relationship with the
God who designed us and with people around us. Jesus tells us that the
greatest commandment is to love God and then to love our neighbours. Come
and see!
Our next course will start in September 2017 - exact date, time and venue will
be confirmed nearer the time. If you want to know more, please enquire in
church, on facebook, through our website or telephone 024 7640 2006.

 Is There More to Life Than This? Who is the Holy Spirit and
What Does He Do?

Who is Jesus? How Can I Be Filled With the
Holy Spirit?

Why did Jesus Die? How Can I Make the Most of the
Rest of My Life?

How Can We Have Faith? Why and How Should I Tell
Others?

Why and How Do I Pray? How Can I Resist Evil?

 Why and How Do I Read the
Bible?

Does God Heal Today?

How Does God Guide Us? What About the Church?
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Imagine a 1946 baby-boomer’s
introduction to godparents, Josefina
and Delmar Banner at their fell side
cottage overlooking Wetherlam in
Lakeland; a passport to adventure
holidays with them through boyhood
and beyond.
Josefina was a sculptress, Delmar a
scholarly scenic and portrait painter in
watercolours and oils. Before the war
they had grown friendly and
corresponded regularly with children's
author Beatrix Potter and her husband
William Heelis, who lived in Sawrey on
the north-western shore of Lake
Windermere. She had offered to help
J. and D. find a permanent place to live.

.........which is where J. and D. settled,
buying ‘The Bield’ and ‘High Bield’ on
Lingmoor Fell for £750, off the road
and high up, with its view across to
Wetherlam and Greenburn.....
Beatrix Potter had become wealthy
through her stories and bought many
Lakeland farmsteads, even Wetherlam
mountain itself. She became an expert
on Herdwick sheep.

 Delmar painted her portrait at the
Eskdale Show, where she was judging.
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 Delmar bequeathed to me his
watercolour of

 Josefina, professional name
Josefina da Vasconcellos, travelled
down by train to stay with us in Allesley
Village for the commemoration of her
sculpture " " in the ruined
Coventry Cathedral.

 Josefina died aged 100.

 I camped out on Wetherlam,
looking across to ‘The Bield’, now a
holiday let.

Calling all Box Holders - May is the
time to open your boxes and it is fast
approaching! Please could you either
take your box to Church and hand it to
Sabrina Mower or phone me (Judy
Osborne) to arrange a convenient time

for me to collect your box. I would be
grateful if your box could be handed in
by Monday May 22nd.
Thank you,
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Coppicing the hazelnut trees was a
priority at the back end of last year.
They received a hefty chop to bring
them back to bush-like proportions
and by way of a bonus we now have a
plentiful supply of bean poles to hold
up the runners. The garlic is growing
well, onions and shallots are now in
the soil and the first seeds are
enjoying the warmth of the propagator.
We are still negotiating for the modest
multi-purpose building to be sited in
the north-west corner of the garden. It
is a much needed facility that will
provide shelter when we start running
holiday events once again. It will also
allow us to run training sessions in
gardening techniques and be a
permanent place for our interpretative
material relating to the garden, the
plants and history of the hall and park.
Spring will soon arrive and the
monthly markets start in May. The first
is ‘Get Growing’ on the 20th with
vegetable plants for sale and free

seeds. John with his Barrel Organ will
be with us at the June market on the
17th and with the lavender in full
bloom for July 15th our focus will on
herbs and their uses. Dates for the rest
of the season:-  August 19; September
9-10 (Heritage Weekend); October 21.
We now have an ever growing circle of
craft people who bring along some
exquisite work to all the markets
making it an admirable place to
purchase unusual gifts. The pop-up
café serving home baked cakes will
continue to be a place to meet and
catch-up with friends.
You do not have to be a seasoned
gardener to join in. There is a
challenging variety of work that ranges
from working with schoolchildren to
serving at our market, or even helping
to run a workshop. It is an admirable
place to make friends. So let me know
if you would like to know more, or
even give us a try any Saturday
morning. 024 7640 2030

A fifth of all burglaries occur through
insecure doors or windows.
When leaving your house, make sure
all windows and doors are secure.
Half of all house burglaries occur
between 8.00 pm – 3.00 am, check
windows are closed before going to
bed.

Most theft from motor vehicles happen
because the vehicle is left insecure.

Keep your vehicle locked at all times.
Remove any valuables or place them
in the boot out of sight.
Check that your ‘Fob has done its Job’!
Visit the West Midlands Police website
for further crime reduction information
www.west-midlands.police.uk
Remember to report any suspicious
activity no matter how small either by
telephone, email or visiting one of our
community events.
If you don’t tell us we don’t know!
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The Annual Allesley Parish and
Surroundings Litter Pick was
undertaken on the cold and nearly
snowy morning of Sunday 12th
February 2017. Thanks to local
resident Mandy Davies for organising
again, an event that has occurred for
several years now. The council kindly
loan litter pickers, gloves, hi-vis and
refuse bags. The litter pick covers
Allesley Village, Brownshill Green,
Harvest Hill and surrounding areas,

with groups of residents meeting
either at the Washbrook Lane Scout
Hut or ‘Sitting Firm’ in Harvest Hill
Lane. The Scout Group took seven
Cubs, one Scout and a Beaver picking
on Butt Lane whilst three younger
Beavers did The Windmill Hill and
Birmingham Road. This is an activity
they really enjoyed and widens their
awareness of the community and
environmental protection.

The first meeting of the year found us
back in Court! Deciding on who was
right and who was wrong many differ-
ent opinions surfaced and some of us
were surprised at the results.
For our mid-monthly meeting we were
trying keep fit in a chair. Everyone
enjoyed the experience. Members felt
it would be good to do on a regular
basis not just as a one off. Our extra
meeting was great fun as we practiced
our throwing skills with bean bags!

Sometimes our direction was not that
accurate. Then we learnt about the
"Perks of Cruising."
In February we were enlightened
about the history of knitting. Most
appropriate as many of us are keen
knitters. It was enjoyed by all.
Some of our members are going to the
theatre in Kenilworth to see “Death in
High Heels” at the end of the month.

Wishing all readers a Happy Easter
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A figure races through the streets of
Capernaum, looking for some rope to
help some people lower their friend
through a hole in the roof of a house.
Guiding this figure is a woman with
blonde hair and a yellow headdress…
Welcome to !

 is a game app
that helps children engage with the
Bible and get to know God better.
Players become Guardians and are
sent on quests to discover stories of
the Saga (the Bible) and bring them
back to the city of Ancora. These
quests take Guardians to Capernaum,
Jerusalem, Nazareth and Bethlehem
as they meet Jesus and His friends
and hear about the amazing things
Jesus said and did.
However  is not
just a game for playing’s sake.
Through the game play, children
encounter Jesus and are invited to
respond to Him. They can create and
post their own responses to stories,
and they can answer thought-
provoking questions, take quizzes
and read or listen to other Bible stories.

Scripture Union, developers of
, know how

much this approach appeals to
children: “Whether from a church
background or not, children are
drawn in by the high-quality
graphics, the exciting game play,
engaging characters and then meet
the most life-changing figure in

history – Jesus!” says Maggie Barfield,
one of the project team (and Allesley
resident). “With over 140,000
Guardians already signed up, we are
overjoyed that so many children are
meeting with Jesus through the game.”
It is vital that we invest in children’s
ministry – ministry both with those
already part of our community and
those who have yet to catch sight of
Jesus. The Scripture Union believe
that this investment is so important
that they have made the app free to
download and play, to make it as
accessible as possible. There are no
hidden costs or in-app purchases -
free free.
So, there is nothing to stop you
downloading the app and helping the
children in your life engage with Jesus
more and have fun while they do so!
The  app is
available on the App Store, Google
Play and for Amazon Fire. Simply visit
your usual app store, search for the
name of the app and follow the
instructions. Then live the incredible
adventures of the Bible!
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If you explore the footpaths across
Allesley parish and Coundon Wedge
you will discover many fine examples
of old Midland hedges set within the
beautiful "Ancient Arden Landscape”.
Some hedges are regularly cut by flail
mowers, some are overgrown and
covered in swathes of white blossom
in spring and haws or sloes in autumn.
There are very old boundaries with
high hedge banks and gnarled twisted
trunks of hawthorn. Occasionally there
are stretches of traditional laid hedge
where the stem of each plant has been
almost cut through near the base, then
bent over and interwoven.
A Local Wildlife Survey conducted
in  2013 described these  ancient
hedgerows, which enclose old hay
meadows and pastures, as an
‘ .
Important plant species found along
the hedgerows during the survey
included Harebell, Yellow Archangel,
Lady’s Bedstraw, Pignut and Wood
Melick. A great diversity of birds were
recorded including Sparrowhawk,
Spotted Flycatcher, Raven and
Linnet. Flocks of Redwings, Fieldfares,

Siskins and Redpolls were observed
feeding along the hedges in the
autumn and winter. Passage migrant
birds included Restart, Whinchat and
Wheatear. An additional unusual bird I
spotted in the autumn was a
Stonechat.
The government requires farmers to
protect hedgerows because they are
such important landscape features.
Farmers have to adhere to several
important rules about the care of
hedges and the wildlife associated
with them, otherwise part of their basic
payment may be withheld.  The
Department for Environment Food &
Rural Affairs' rules for farmers on
hedgerows state that they must not
cut or trim a hedge between 1 March
and 31 August (inclusive) and they
must not apply fertilisers or pesticides
to land within two metres of the centre
of a hedge.
Hedges are recognised as part of our
cultural and historical heritage. As well
as protecting livestock and crops, they
are of great value to wildlife and frame
the view of our rural landscape.
Increasingly, they are valued for the
role they play in preventing soil loss
and reducing pollution and for their
potential to regulate water run-off and
thereby reduce flooding.
The word hedge is derived from the
Anglo-Saxon . Farmers in
Britain from the 5th century AD kept
their livestock safe within an
impenetrable "dead" hedge made with
branches cut from local woodland and
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firmly stuck into the ground. Hawthorn
was commonly used as its sharp
thorns discouraged predators. At that
time there were still wolves and lynx
roaming the countryside.
The Norman conquest of 1066
brought new ideas from across the
Channel and a living hedge of
hawthorn was the Norman way of
defining an agricultural boundary.
Rather than needing to be regularly
replaced, this hedge became a
permanent feature of the landscape.
The new Norman lords enjoyed
hunting and falconry, so the hedges
were cut to shoulder height to allow
their horses to follow the hunt and to
give a clear view of their birds of prey
in action. Allesley Park was part of a
much larger medieval deer park and
remnants of this hunting ground's
northern boundary can still be seen
near Pickford Brook.  Rabbits for
eating were introduced to England by
the Normans. They were kept in
enclosed warrens (there are records
of one alongside Staircase Lane) but
many rabbits burrowed their way to
freedom and began to live under the
hedgerows.
For many hundreds of years the
medieval "open field" system of
farming was employed and there is
clear evidence that this system was
used locally. The distinctive ridge and
furrow ploughing patterns can be seen
on Allesley Park and also on the small
fields between All Saints’ Church and
The Elms. The villagers worked on
long strips of land within a large plot

that had been cleared from the ancient
forest. These clearings were known
as . The main purpose of the
hedges was to separate this central
area of land under cultivation from the
rougher common land that would
include heath, scrub and
woodland.  As well as growing crops
on their allocated strips of land,
the villagers or "commoners" had the
right to graze their cattle, sheep, pigs
and geese on common land and
within the open field when crops or
hay were not being grown. They also
had the right (known as  )
to use the extensive common land for
collecting wild plants, fruit and
firewood.

Most trees and plants of the hedgerow
had their uses. Rowan sticks were
used for stirring milk to prevent it
curdling. Hazel rods were used for
water-divining. Hazel nuts were
carried to ward off rheumatism. Crab
apples were associated with love and
marriage. It was said that if you threw
apple pips into the fire while saying the
name of your intended, the pips would
explode if the love was true.
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Villagers and travellers had long used
the herbs of the medieval hedge for
medicinal purposes. Herb Robert to
treat small wounds, Pig Daisy to ward
off fleas, Agrimony for snakebite,
Comfrey to aid the setting of broken
bones. Rose hips and haws known as
"pixie pears" were steeped in boiling
water to make a curative drink.
From the middle of the 17th century,
villagers in the Allesley area and
across much of England had their
centuries-old rights removed. The
Agricultural Revolution was arriving.
The communal open fields were taken
into private ownership and the
commoners and their livestock denied
access. Smaller fields were created by
hedge planting. The common lands
were also seized and enclosed. Vast
amounts of timber were taken from
woodland to erect secure fencing
whilst the newly planted hawthorn
hedges started to grow.
These enclosures had a major impact
across the Midlands. The new hedges
now defined land where the ordinary
folk were forbidden to trespass. Rural
poverty increased dramatically. What
is seen as the idyllic English
landscape patchwork of hedged fields
was created at great cost to the vast
majority of the rural population. So
important were the enclosure hedges
to the new owners, that anyone
convicted of deliberately breaking
them could be transported for life.
The present field pattern in the Allesley
area mainly dates  from around
1654, with a number of the hedgerows

qualifying as being ‘Ancient’ under the
Hedgerow Regulations. Some local
hedgerows are much older. To the
south of Brownshill Green Road there
are hedges that take distinctive
irregular sinuous courses which,
together with documentary evidence,
identifies them as the boundaries to
medieval .

Dr Max Hooper developed a formula
for calculating the approximate age of
hedges. This is based on how long it
takes additional species of woody
plants to colonise a hedge. The
number of different woody species is
counted along an average 30 metre
length and the total is multiplied by
110 years. I tried the calculation out on
a 30 metre section of hedge on
Staircase Lane. I ignored the common
hawthorn; and found ash, oak, field
maple, blackthorn, elm suckers and
hazel. Therefore the estimated age of
the hedge would be 6 x 110 = 650
years. Surely that is a piece of local
history worth caring for.
Let us hope that, despite recent
development threats, this network of
fine hedgerows continues to be a vital
part of our local landscape.
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The earliest recording of a house on the
site now occupied by Alton Hall occurs
in a deed which refers to the “house of
Thomas Hawes”, in the mid-16th century;
although there is no doubt that it must
have existed much earlier than this. The
Hawes family were of Solihull and it was
Thomas’ son, William Hawes, who built
Hillfield Hall there, which can be seen to
the present day. The family owned
considerable property in Allesley and at
Eastern Green and it was William who
finally disposed of it around 1600.
In particular, in 1609 a considerable
portion was sold to John Perkins of
Anceley (Ansley), the deeds relating to
this sale are among the collection in
Shrewsbury Library and analysis of
these shows that the property included
that now known as Alton Hall (although
the name did not come into use until
very much later). It was described as a
chief messuage with stables, barns,
orchards and gardens with considerable
amount of land around it, much of which

was described in some detail. This sale
included the house now known as
Windmill Farm, the house in Oak Lane
behind Alton Hall and a windmill which
has long since been demolished which
stood on the high ground between Alton
Hall and the Birmingham Road. At this
time, Alton Hall was occupied by
Edward Newcombe, from a family of,
then, considerable importance in
Allesley. It would appear that John
Perkins paid £450 for the lot.
In 1610 John Perkins executed a deed,
later confirmed in his will, transferring all
his Allesley property, after his death
together with that of his wife, to Francis
Blithe, one of the sons of John Blithe of
Allesley and his heirs. In the event of
Francis Blithe having no heirs then it was
to pass to Walter, another of the sons of
John Blithe and his heirs. At this time
Francis Blithe was only eight years old
and Walter about four.



Francis Blithe came into possession of
Alton Hall in 1629, after the death of
Elizabeth Perkins. The exact relationship
of Blithe and Perkins seems to have
been that Anne, mother of Francis and
Walter, was a half-sister of John Perkins
and thus the two boys were “step-
nephews”.
Francis quickly rebuilt the house into
something much larger. There is
evidence that he added side wings, thus
making it a courtyard on the west side.
The remains of these side wings have
since been demolished; they had
become little more than part the farm
buildings.
The strip of land between the back of
Alton Hall and the stile in Oak Lane
belonged to Trinity Church, Coventry
from early times and remained in their
ownership until 1811, when it was
exchanged with Alton Hall land near
Windmill Hill. This Trinity Church land
had been held on lease by the owners of
Alton Hall since 1629; in that year it was
leased to Francis Blithe and the deed
describes it as being near or adjacent to
the house recently erected by the said
Blithe. Francis Blithe was then but 25
years old, (baptised at Allesley July 25th

1602), thus this entry would seem to
date the first Alton Hall with some
accuracy.
Francis Blithe added to the lands at the
time of the Inclosure of 1654 and the
whole became freehold in 1662. Names
of the fields such as Stockhall, Hornets
and Laughton (Lawton) have survived
until recent times and there are frequent

references to Mr. Blithe’s house in 17th

century deeds. He had a dovecot and
the two faced sundial that still survives
on one of the barns doubtless date from
this day.

This new house became the Blithe
mansion and so it remained until the
death of Francis in 1680. He died a
childless widower and so the property
passed, under the terms of the entail, to
Samuel, eldest son of Walter, who had
predeceased his elder brother.
Samuel Blithe enjoyed his inheritance
for only four years when it passed to his
infant son Francis, whose residence it
was until he himself died in 1738. In
Francis’ infancy, the house was also
occupied by his mother Anne (nee
Lacon), his Lacon grandmother and his
stepfather Captain Gervase Scrope.
This Francis Blithe, appears to have
rebuilt the house in about 1710, at the
time of his marriage to Jane Yonge. It
was the Blithe residence until the death
of Jane Blithe in 1743, her husband and
two sons having died before her. All the
Blithe lands then passed to a nephew,
Francis Turner of Shrewsbury, who took
the name and arms of Blithe, “to which

17



he is entitled by his mother”, by direction
of the uncle’s will. Since then, Alton Hall
seems never to have been owner-
occupied.
In 1744 Francis Turner Blithe bought the
present White House Farm from the
Hicken Family of Balsall and made it one
holding with Alton Hall. Francis Turner
Blythe seems never to have resided in
Allesley, although his uncle had
expressed a wish that he should do so.
His normal place of abode was at
Broseley in Shropshire.
Catherine, Dowager Lady Leigh, was
tenant there until her death in 1769; her
step-daughter, the Hon. Ann Leigh, was
married from there. The banns entry in
the Allesley registers reads

   This
Marriage is recorded as being
solemnised by Thomas Bree, Rector on
January 23rd 1766. Lord Leigh and Lord
Craven were the witnesses. This
confirms the story that the present Alton

Hall was formerly a Dower House of the
Leighs of Stoneleigh.
When Francis Turner Blithe died in 1769
all his property went to his only child
Lucia, who, shortly afterwards, married
the Rev. Edward Harries of Crockton. On
her death in 1781 the property went to
Edward Harries.
Other tenants of the time were Robert
Moore, Thomas Jackson and Thomas
Parker. In 1809, John Seymour, Esq.
was in occupation. In 1812 the property
was inherited by Lucia and Edward’s
second son Francis Blithe Harries.
Thomas Sale was the tenant in 1841,
who was succeeded by his son-in-law
Thomas Docker. The names of
Lissaman, Vickers and Warden occur as
tenants in later years but records are far
from complete.
Francis Blithe Harries’ son, Francis
Harries inherited in 1848. In the last year
of his life he put the Allesley property up
to auction (with Whitehouse Farm).
However Alton Hall and the Windmill
Farm were withdrawn from the sale and
remained in the Harries ownership until

18
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In the preceding article, L. C. Philpott
records Edward Newcombe, from an
important Allesley family, occupying
Alton Hall in 1609.
Surviving records reveal that Edward
Newcombe was also Church Warden
at Allesley and as such, signed the
church registers from their institution
in 1562 until at least 1618.

Edward was married to Katherine,
daughter of Thomas West and Mary

(nee Holbeche) of Fillongley. Whilst at
Alton Hall the couple had at least
eleven children, although not all
survived infancy.
Edward Newcombe was buried at
Allesley on December 22nd 1622.
The intriguing question that arises
from these records is the possibility of
some relationship between Edward
and the celebrated Newcombe
dynasty of Leicester bell founders. The
connection is suggested by the fact
that in 1562 Allesley purchased a
Newcombe bell, (the retired fourth -
now the service bell). Then in 1610 a
second bell from the Leicester foundry
was installed, (the present seventh),
whose inscription is illustrated below.

1879. In this year the last of the Harries
family, Lieut-Col. Thomas Harries of
Cruckton, Shropshire, died suddenly,
one Sunday morning, in Great Hanwood
church, Shropshire. Following his death
all his property in Allesley and
Shropshire passed to cousins on their
mother’s side - the Jenkins’ of Chariton
Hill in Shropshire. Major General
Charles Vanburgh Jenkins was landlord
of Alton Hall and Windmill Farm until his
death in 1892 when he was succeeded
by his grandson, Charles Edward
Jenkins. The last-named retained
ownership until about 1910 when Alton
Hall was acquired by a Mr. Browett, from

whom it was later bought by Sir Thomas
White’s Charity, the present owners. The
Windmill Farm was bought by the
Warden family.
There have been a number of different
approaches to Alton Hall in the past; one
led to Birmingham Road, another to the
horse chestnut tree (no longer standing)
in Washbrook Lane and a third past the
north side of Sherbourne House Farm;
the trackway opposite Cameron Close
was formerly said to lead to Mr. Blithe’s
House.
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The Coventry Beekeepers’ have
enjoyed another winter of monthly
meetings at All Saints’ Church Hall,
whilst our bees were safely tucked up
in their hives avoiding the worst of the
weather.  Of particular note was our
very successful Honey Show, which
took place in October. Despite a
worse than average spring and
summer (in terms of honey
production) the Coventry Branch
members came up trumps and
produced the largest number of show
entries ever.  It is not just jars of honey
which are entered in the show,
members also enter beeswax
candles, honey cakes, honey
confectionary, mead, beekeeping
related photographs and craft items.
At the time of writing, we have one
more winter meeting in Allesley on
20th March, before we move on to our

summer meetings at the Branch apiary
at Garden Organic at Ryton. These
meetings are held at 3.00 pm on the
third Sunday of the month from May to
August. If you fancy having a look
inside a hive by all means join us – bee
suits will be provided! If you do not
fancy getting quite so close, you could
catch us at various events through the
summer including the Godiva Festival
and Fillongley Country Show, where
you can see the bees in their
observation hive and taste and
purchase a variety of local honey and
perhaps a candle or two. Details of
events will be posted on the Branch
website http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk
Happy Easter and let us hope we can
look forward to a pleasant and
productive spring and summer for both
us and the bees.

It has been another busy and eventful
year for the Group, which meets every
Friday, from 10.30 to 11.30 am, for
refreshments in the Church Hall.
Meetings are informal and open to
anyone in the Parish who has
experienced bereavement.
We held our annual Macmillan Coffee
Morning on 30th September, raising
the grand sum of £400 for this
worthwhile charity. This is always an
enjoyable morning helped in no small
part by our very own auctioneer, Brian.
Special thanks to him and to all who
organised and contributed.
The Group took part in the annual
Service of Commemoration which was

held on Sunday 30th October in
Church.  During the Service names of
those who have died within the past
two years are read out, as well as
those particularly requested by
members of the Parish.  A collection of
£269.16 was made during the Service
in aid of Myton Hospice.
In December some members of the
group enjoyed a Christmas lunch at
the Royal Court and earlier in the
month a buffet lunch in the Church
Hall, much appreciated by all. Special
thanks to Shirley Denyer for providing
the musical accompaniment and to
Chris and Derek Kay for providing and
hosting the feast!



21

The Bablake and Sherbourne
Neighbourhood Policing team, has
recently gone through a number of
changes, both geographically and in its
personnel. There are now two teams,
still made up of dedicated and
experienced police and community
support officers led by Sergeants 1769
Craig Rayson and 8778 Sharon Bent.
The teams now cover four wards -
Bablake, Sherbourne, Whoberley and
Earlsdon. When combined these wards
are by far the largest geographical
policing area within Coventry. These two
teams work opposite each other
providing greater coverage throughout
the day. Although there have been a
number of changes the team still
delivers the same services to the local
residents as before.
Pc Stuart Wheeler regularly holds his
“Cuppa with a Copper” mornings at the
Good Honest Food Company cafe in
Gardenia Drive, Allesley Village. This is
proving to be very successful, with local
residents attending. It provides a great
opportunity to discuss your concerns or
catch up with news. Meet with your local
policing team and your ward
councillors, who make every effort to
attend. Look out for the posters for
future dates.
Another success story from the team is
the Coventry Community Speed Watch.
Over the years one of your main
concerns has been the issue of speed
on the local roads. We have been
working closely with Coventry City
Council to address this issue and as a
result a number of initiatives are being
introduced.
Pcs Stuart Wheeler and Rich Owen both
from the local team, are taking the lead

for the coordinating of Coventry
Community Speed Watch. Both are
experienced former road policing
officers and have been working in
partnership with Coventry City Council
to get this project off the ground. Their
aim is to engage and educate drivers
with a view to changing their attitude to
speed by having “real people”, (a
network of community volunteers,
whether it be a group of neighbours
concerned about the roads on which
they live, schools, youth or senior
groups) throughout the city to assist
police to monitor traffic speeds in their
area. Volunteers will be accompanied by
officers and be fully trained in both use
of equipment and safe working
practices.
Speed enforcement will remain our
responsibility and enforcement checks
will be conducted by police personnel
only.
To get involved contact your local
policing team or email directly and
register your interest.
Email: cvcsw@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
or telephone Peter Sturgeon,
Engagement Officer on 024 7653 9097.
There is now a new way to stay updated
and get involved. Know what is
happening where you live and work!
“WM Now” is the new messaging tool
which will replace our existing
messaging system “VC Relay”. The
system is also used by other community
organisations such as Action Fraud,
National Neighbourhood Watch and
many more, so you as a community
member can sign up detailing exactly
what you want to hear about.
Please use this link to find out more and
sign up. www.wmnow.co.uk
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The Saints’ production of
in February was a resounding

success with the bonus of an excellent
review from a new local event website
www.elementarywhatson.com
Very well done to Bill Parkinson and his
cast of six feisty females, who remained
true to their strong characters and their
Louisiana accents throughout. This
poignant tale had humour and tragedy
in turn with some audience members
shedding a tear in the final scene. The
beauty parlour set was another triumph
for Mark and the Saints’ building crew.
In May, we present a
comedy by Eric Chappell.
‘Fickle thing, memory’  - when Clive
takes his friend Malcolm to a singles
evening at a local hotel little do they
realise what lies in store… As they seek
to impress divorcees Liz and Julie they

find that life, like the evening, is full of
surprises.
Directed by Chris Smith, the play stars:
Jonathan Greaves (Clive); Gary Swain
(Malcolm); Jayne Batstone (Julie) and
Kate Hill (Liz). Jonathan and Jayne are
making their acting debuts for the Saints
and we are delighted to welcome them
to ‘tread the boards’.

 will run from
Tuesday 16th - Saturday 20th May

in  Allesley Village Hall
starting at 7.30 pm promptly.
Our dedicated Box Office line

07927 319985 opens Monday 1st May
tickets remain at

£7 full price and £6 concessions
Do make a date to join us in May

www.thesaintsdramacoventry.co.uk

The Global Care Lent appeal for 2017
focuses on a community affected by one
of the world’s longest running civil wars.
Over fifty years of conflict and neglect
have created desperate poverty in
Karenni State, Myanmar.
Karenni State, also known as Kayah
State, is the smallest and poorest of
Myanmar’s 14 provinces. Families
survive on subsistence agriculture, there
is no public health care and children
have very limited access to education.
Global Care has been working to
support basic village schools and a high
school which serves a vast district,
including boarding houses for students
who live too far away to walk to school

each day. We have provided a basic
computer facility at the high school and
support boarding students with
essentials like rice, clothing and
toiletries.
Please help us to bring change for
children and families in desperate need.
If you would like to donate to this appeal,
please go to globalcare.org/lent2017 or
call the office on 030 030 21 030 and we
would be delighted to take a donation
over the phone.
Our aim is to raise at least £9,000 to
support this vital work for the next year.
Thank you for your support and prayers
and for your continued interest in the
work of Global Care.
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PETE THE GARDENER
GARDENS MAINTAINED TO YOUR

SPECIFICATIONS

LAWNS CUT
BORDERS MAINTAINED
PATIOS LAID
FENCES ERECTED
DECKING
CONSERVATORIES CLEANED
GARDEN CLEARANCE

FOR A FULL PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

TEL 07944034940
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Your Local Installer of UPVC
Windows
Doors
Conservatories
Fascia Boards and Guttering

Installing and Repairing Double Glazing
in the Local Area for 27 years

Our New UPVC Windows are the most up to date in
Glazing Technology

Achieving A, B or C Ratings WERS
(Window Energy Rating Scheme)

The Glass Units are designed to keep the Heat in
and the Cold out

Free Estimates  No Salesmen
FENSA Registered

Tel Office 024 7659 3278
Direct Line 0795 6805244

vinnysloyan@virginmedia.com
www.rainbowwindowdesign.co.uk

64, Kingsbury Road, Coundon, Coventry CV6 1PH



M. J. Silvera
Painting and Decorating Services

30 Years Experience
Interior and Exterior Work

Private and Commercial
Providing Reliable, Professional Work

Local Tradesmen

024 7659 8403
Mobile 077 2942 0082

25



PGS
DECORATING SERVICES

AND
GENERAL PROPERTY

REPAIRS

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DECORATING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

EXCELLENT STANDARDS OF
WORKMANSHIP

FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 02476 402301

MOB: 07944034940
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Thy Kingdom Come...

(Detail from Easter silk banner, which will be displayed in church when completed)



Thy Kingdom Come 2017
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are calling all Christians to join them
in a global time of prayer between Ascension and Pentecost, 25th May – 4th
June this year. They are asking us all to pray ‘Come, Holy Spirit’, that we may
be empowered as witnesses to Jesus Christ; that God’s kingdom may come in
our lives, in this nation and beyond. Naturally, All Saints’ Church will be
responding to this call.

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ is an invitation to step into the experience of Christ’s first
followers, who ‘were constantly devoting themselves to prayer’ (Acts 1.14) as
they waited for the promised Holy Spirit that they would be ‘clothed with
power from on high’ and so be the Lord’s witnesses.

Our Archbishops write:
“We show our faith and trust in God in prayer. It is in prayer that God
takes hold of our lives and works through us in ways we can barely
imagine possible. Our praying is particularly transformative when it is
done in the company of others. Jesus prayed at the Last Supper that we,
those who follow Him, might ‘be one that the world might believe.’ We
are invited to make a lasting difference in our nation and in our world,
by responding to His call to find a deep unity of purpose in prayer.”

We are being invited, as Christians, to join together and to pray, ‘our way’. It
could be with our usual small group, with family, with friends or on our own.
We might hold a 24/7 prayer event or organise a prayer walk to pray for God’s
kingdom in our local area. We might organise something for families during
half-term week. We might simply commit to keeping the All Saints’ church
building open for silent prayer, prayer ministry, a liturgy of daily prayer or
other act of worship. What will work best for you? Please let us know what will
help you most (by telephone, email or facebook, or even by talking to someone
at church), so we can meet the needs of the community around us.

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ will culminate in Beacon Events – celebration services
on the day of Pentecost – in Cathedrals and other venues around the world,
including at Coventry Cathedral on Pentecost Sunday, 4th June 2017. Be there!

Wishing you a very special Easter,
from everyone at All Saints Church, Allesley



Holy Week and Easter Services
Join us at

All Saints’ Church, Rectory Lane, Allesley

Palm Sunday 9th April
8:00 am  Holy Communion

10:00 am  All Age Worship with palm crosses
6:00 pm  Evening Prayer

Maundy Thursday 13th April
7:30 pm  Holy Communion

We remember the Last Supper of Jesus with His friends

Good Friday 14th April
‘When I survey the wondrous cross’

12:00 noon to 3:00 pm  Reflections on the Cross
Guided contemplation and quiet reflection on

the death of Jesus, an event that changed the world.
Come for all or any part of this time.

Children’s activities available in the Church Hall.

Easter Sunday 16th April
The Lord is Risen!

8:00 am  Holy Communion
10:00 am  All Age Holy Communion

6:00 pm  Holy Communion
He is Risen Indeed!



All Saints, Allesley
Your church in the community

Dates for your diary, all welcome!

Sunday 4th June      Pentecost Celebration Service
At Coventry Cathedral – our local beacon event for
'Thy Kindom Come' initiative (see previous pages)

Sunday 18th June     Messy Church
3:30 pm to 5:00 pm at The Scout Hut, Washbrook Lane

Life is messy and that’s OK!
A time for families with children to get creative together

and enjoy food and fun with a message

Friday 7th July       Sing-along Sound of Music
6:30 pm for 7:00 pm in the church

Refreshments available or bring your own for the interval
Entry by donation (proceeds to Allesley Festival)

Prize for the best costume!

Sunday 9th July      Plant Swap
In the church grounds during Open Gardens afternoon

(proceeds to Allesley Festival)

Allesley Summer Concerts
A series of short concerts on Saturday afternoons in church

featuring local musicians of all ages.
Details to be confirmed

Follow All Saints, Allesley on Facebook for full
details of events
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P. McFadden
Decorators

Interior and Exterior
also property repairs

 Over 35 years
experience

Tel: 02476503377
Mob:07974203229
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Browns Lane Garage
Browns Lane  Allesley  Coventry CV5 9DS

Martin and the team can take care
of all your motoring needs

Servicing from £99.00 – All makes and models
MOT Test £39.95
Fault diagnostics
Free Winter check – No Prior booking needed
Used car sales – Cars from £995
We can find a car for you
We buy cars for cash
Fuel station
Paintwork

OUR NEW CONVENIENCE STORE
OPEN NOW

CALL 02476 402493
www.brownslanegarage.co.uk

also on Facebook



High Quality Bespoke Carpentry & Joinery
with over 30 Years’ Experience

Call Matt to discuss your requirements
or follow us on

Tel:- 07854 240500

With over 20 years’ experience in
the beauty therapy industry we offer
a range of professional treatments
in the comfort of your own home

Treatments include:- Facials,
Indian Head Massage, Reflexology,
Manicures & Pedicures and more

Please call Yvonne to book an
appointment or discuss your
requirements in more detail

or follow us on

Tel:- 07583 731871

Doors
Windows
Stairs
Bespoke Joinery
Plastering

Flooring
Fitted Wardrobes
Repairs & Renovations to
Traditional Sash Windows
General Carpentry

36
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Commissioner for Oaths
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The Village Hall continues to be well
used and this has allowed us to keep
our charges the same for 2017. The
Booking Secretary has noted that
bouncy castles seem to be the fashion
for children's parties and suddenly we
have been inundated with bookings for
‘baby showers’.
In May the Hall will have a new window
fitted in the kitchen. This work was
looked at last year but put off until now
so we could get the funds together for
what is the most expensive repair we
have had to do in recent years. Another
job planned for the summer is to replace
some of the guttering. The gardens at
the Hall always look attractive and credit
for this goes to Janice Woolnough.
Janice has supervised our volunteers
and done lots of work on the gardens

over many years.
After a major
operation earlier
this year and with
an impending
move to Dorset
our garden "supremo" has decided to
retire. Our chairperson, Sheila Johnson,
presented Janice with a gift in
appreciation for all her work.
We were pleased to receive a generous
donation in memory of Mrs Susan
Walton. Mrs Walton was born in Allesley,
moved away but then moved back in
recent years. Many thanks to her family,
the money will be put towards the cost
of a new digital projector.
As always thanks to our supporters and
volunteers who keep the Hall going for
the benefit of the village.



Tangy Lemon Tart
This tangy gorgeousness is a brilliant Easter treat – can be decorated/served with

mini chocolate eggs, some fresh fruits or even with edible flowers

       Ingredients:
   90g butter
   40g icing sugar
   1 egg separated
   150g plain flour
   A pinch of salt

Filling:
   4 eggs
   1 teaspoon finely grated lemon rind
   150ml lemon juice
   165g caster sugar
   125ml clotted cream

Method:
1.   In a bowl or in a food processor blend flour, icing sugar and butter until well

combined. Add egg yolk (keep egg white for the filling) until ingredients
come together.

2. Grease a 24cm loose-based flan tin. Roll out pastry between baking paper
until large enough to line the prepared tin. Press pastry into the tin and
trim the edges

3. Place tin in the freezer for 15 minutes. Cover pastry with baking paper and
fill with baking beans or rice. Blind-bake pastry in a moderate oven for 15
minutes at Gas Mark 4/ Electric oven 1600C.  Remove beans and bake for a
further 5 minutes.

4.   Make filling: Whisk eggs, egg white, lemon rind and juice and cream in a
medium bowl and carefully strain filling into the pastry case. Bake in a slow
oven another 25 minutes until just set. Cool on a wire rack.

5.   Keep refrigerated before use. Serve with clotted cream or fresh fruits.

Visit Allesley Country Market at Allesley Village Hall,
Open every Wednesday 9.45 -11.00 am, Admission Free,

For enquires, please contact: 02476 334 210 or 07859 230 237
Follow us on Facebook!

Go to www.countrymarkets.co.uk for further information or
www.cooksofcountrymarkets.co.uk.
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On December 17th 2016 a peal of
Grandsire Triples was rung on the eight
bells of All Saints, including the new
replacement sixth. This bell was
dedicated and first rung at Holy Trinity,
Bury on Easter Sunday, (31st March),
1907. This was the first time it had been
rung to a peal in its 110 year history.

After some research, the ringers have
discovered and been able to contact a
descendant of Jane Wilson, to whom the
bell was dedicated. The band are very
happy that the family, who knew nothing
about Jane’s bell, are now aware of its
existence, story and current
whereabouts.

A group of keen gardeners meet once a
month during the Spring, Summer and
Autumn to mow the grass, weed the
flowerbeds, sweep the car park and tidy
round the gravestones. Some attend
church, others live locally and are
community minded. All are welcome. If
you would like to join them please join
us on the following Saturday mornings:-
8th April, 6th May, 3rd June, 1st July,
29th July, 26th August, 23rd September
and 21st October.
Occasionally if there is a wedding added
to the calendar, we may have to change
the date or end the session promptly to

be away before the bride arrives. We
usually start at 9.00 am and continue
until lunchtime but you can stay for as
long (or short) as your time or energy
allows. We break for midmorning brunch
(veggie option available) to chat and
take a well-earned rest.
If you have your favourite tools, please
bring them with you or borrow ours. We
are very grateful to our volunteers who
turn up each month, those who maintain
our equipment and those who provide
the brunch. We look forward to seeing
you. If you have any questions please
contact Michael or Annelie 02476692734

This year Christian Aid week is 14th -
20th May. Most people will be aware of
the little red envelopes that drop through
their door each year and are hopefully
collected later in the week. There are
over 3,500 homes in Allesley Parish and
last year we raised a record amount,
over £1,400. That was increased
through people filling out the gift aid box
printed on the envelope.Thank you to all
those who gave and those who
collected. We could raise more if we had
more volunteer collectors.  If you think
you could help by delivering and
collecting envelopes in your street we

would love to hear from you, so contact
Michael on 024 7669 2734,
e-mail allesley@btconnect.com
or Alison at allesleychurch@gmail.com.
We will provide all that is required, ID
badges, envelopes and tips for
collectors.
Not everyone wants to give at the
doorstep as their giving is channeled
through a different route. There is no
compulsion, volunteer collectors are just
offering people the opportunity to give.
If you would like to find out more about
how donations are spent go to
www.christianaid.org.uk.
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The death took place on Sunday
morning last of the Ven. Archdeacon
Bree, Rector of Allesley, at the great
age of 94 years. William Bree was born
on November 19th, 1822 - the year his
father came to Allesley - and was the
eldest son. He was educated at
Bridgnorth and afterwards entered
Merton College, Oxford. He graduated
B. A. and in 1846, took his M. A.
He was ordained deacon by the
Bishop of Peterborough in 1847 and
priest in 1848. He was curate of
Polebrook, Northamptonshire from
1847 to 1862 and for about a year he
was Rector of the same parish. When
his father died at the age of 76 in 1863,
as the inheritor of the living, he came
to Allesley in the same year.
He was the fifth member of the family
to occupy the benefice. Mr. Thomas
Bree, M. D. bought the advowson in
1747 from Mr. John Neale, of Allesley
Park, for his son, the Rev. Thomas
Bree and the following
gentlemen were appointed
to the living of Allesley:
1749 Thomas Bree, M. A.
Balliol College Oxford;
1778 Thomas Bree B. A.
Balliol College, Oxford;
1808 William Bree, B. A.
Balliol College, Oxford;
1822 William Thomas
Bree, M. A. Oriel College,
Oxford;
1863 William Bree M. A.
Merton College, Oxford.

Dr. Bree was a man of moderate
views, with leanings towards
Evangelicalism. He liked plain, homely
services in the church and nothing
more ornate than a surpliced choir to
supersede a choir of school children
has been introduced during his long
period of office - and that change only
took place a very few years ago. Until
comparatively recent times he
discharged the duties of his Rectorial
office with the fullest regularity and
within the last year, great as was his
age, he frequently preached at Matins
in the Parish Church, conducted a
service in the afternoon in the Mission
Church and assisted at Evensong
again in the Parish Church. He was a
most cultivated preacher and his
intellectual sermons were worth going
a long way to hear.
Of late years his presence lent much
dignity and a charming
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picturesqueness to the services. He
would walk from the vestry to the
chancel with almost imperceptibly
dragging steps, his tall, spare form
slightly stooping, his ascetic face, his
snow-white hair, presenting a
venerable appearance which was
quite appealing to the observers. His
sermons were preached with
conviction and in the simplest
language; none could fail to
understand his exposition of the
Message. And when in the autumn
evenings he stood at the reading
desk, looking perhaps weary with his
years, lighting the Bible’s page with a
lamp whose rays often flashed over
the desk and penetrated to the dim
recesses of the church and reading in
a tired voice but with exquisite
emphasis, the whole scene was
singularly impressive. Those who
attended these services will not forget
them.
Dr. Bree’s work also extended in other
directions. He was chairman of the
school-managers and took a practical
interest in the educational progress of
his district - indeed he often visited the
school and showed a personal care in
the well-being of the children. To those
who called upon him he would talk on
religious and educational progress.

Dr. Bree inherited from his father a
pronounced taste for natural history,
the pursuit of which was a favourite
recreation. He had a fine collection of
moths and butterflies, which are found
in the district of Allesley and was the
writer of a monograph on the subject.

While at Polebrook he was an expert
and successful angler for bream and
pike in the river Nene, one of his
favourite resorts. His love of natural
surroundings was manifested by his
desire to preserve as far as possible
the trees in Allesley and it is in no
doubt due largely to his efforts that so
little timber has been disturbed in
recent years. He also took care to
plant where disturbance proved
inevitable. He was much interested in
the subjects of topography and of
bells and bellringing. It was a distinct
pleasure to him to know that such
good use is now being made of the
Parish Church bells by his own ringers
and ringers from adjacent parishes.
With his love for outdoor life it was
natural that he should belong to the
Woodmen of Arden. He was the oldest
member of the Order. He would
sometimes recall his feats in archery
and tell how he became a verderer
among the Woodmen and how he was
the senior verderer. When in a
reminiscent mood he would tell of the
times when he was a boy, living at the
Rectory with his father, before the
railway came to the city and when in
the course of the day as many as forty
coaches would pass  through
Coventry on their way to London,
Birmingham and Holyhead, taking no
account of the local coaches, of which
there were many. Dr. Bree was one of
the most courteous of men - scholarly,
aesthetic and a keen business man
withal.
The funeral will take place at Allesley
Parish Church on Friday, at noon.
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The last tribute of the respect in which
the Venerable Archdeacon Bree was
held by his parishioners, by the clergy
and laity of the county was paid today.
The funeral took place at Allesley
Churchyard, where other members of
the Bree family who have been Rectors
of Allesley are laid. The service was of
a very simple character. The ancient
parish church, which has been the
centre of the late Archdeacon’s work
for the past 54 years, was filled with a
congregation representative not only
of the district but of the whole of North
Warwickshire..............
..........The burial took place in the
family vault, which is situated on the
south-east side of the church. The
Archdeacon’s grandparents, his father
and his first wife lay there. The coffin
was of unpolished English oak. Above
the name plate was a crucifix in brass
and upon the coffin was laid a beautiful
floral cruciform wreath, chiefly
composed of lilies and white
carnations, from the widow. The
inscription on the coffin was as follows:

The bearers were Pte. G. H. Kettle
(deceased’s gardener), Messers. J.
Peace (coachman), T. Wall (carpenter),
D. Wakelin, A. Faulconbridge, A. Wall,
J. French and J. Wood.
There were many beautiful floral
tributes.

It is proposed to place a memorial to
the late Archdeacon Bree in the parish
church of Allesley, which he served as
Rector for 53 years and with which the
Bree family were for so long
associated as patrons of the living
and generous benefactors to the
fabric. We understand that Mrs Bree
has undertaken to bear the expense
of a new communion table in carved
oak and this will take its place in a
larger scheme for the decoration of
the east end of the church. It is
proposed to erect a carved oak
reredos and to panel the walls of the
sanctuary in oak. At present the east
end is furnished with textile hangings.
The Archdeacon Bree memorial fund
now amounts in subscriptions and
promises to well over £200, so that
the realisation of the intentions
indicated above may be considered
assured. Designs are under
consideration by a committee. It is
believed that the proposed additions
to the church would be in accordance
with the late Archdeacon’s wishes
and the Bishop of Worcester has
signified his approval of the scheme.
The memorial will be raised by the
contributions not only of parishioners
but largely of friends outside Allesley.
The east window of the church,
beneath which the proposed new
works will be placed, is a memorial to
the late Archdeacon’s father, so that
the present scheme will help to make
the chancel in a considerable
measure a memorial to the Bree
family.
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Tools for Self Reliance is a National
Charitable Organisation launched in 1980
with Headquarters in Southampton. They
work in the livelihood sector of six sub-
Saharan African Countries; Ghana, Sierra
Leone, Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi and
Zambia.
They concentrate their Educational
Training Centres in the rural regions,
where education and training are thin on
the ground and employment opportunities
even thinner, unlike more developed
industrialised port and city areas.
Their twelve month Education and Training
programme initially covers Numeracy,
Literacy, Life Skills, Personal Health and
Aids Awareness; followed by Business
Organisation, Financial and Commercial
Training. The mixed gender vocational
workshop training then follows in skills,
such as Carpentry, Bricklaying, Plumbing,
Auto and Cycle Mechanics, Electrical
Repair, Tailoring and Hairdressing. This
programme empowers the students to
become self-reliant and gives them
sufficient skills to promote their own future
business  livelihoods.
Quality tools are very expensive in Africa,
so on completion of the courses, trainees
are presented with a complete tool kit of
fully refurbished, ‘as new’ tools from the
UK for their chosen occupation.
These hand tools are collected by 43 UK
branches from their local communities.
The 850 male and female volunteers re-
sharpen and lovingly restore them to ‘as
new’ condition.
We seek (metric) instruments and tools, for
example in Bricklaying, Carpentry, Auto
Mechanics, Engineering, Sewing
Machines (hand and electric), Welders,
Blacksmithing, Electrical and Cycle Repair.
In our 25th year our Coventry and
Warwickshire Branch completed its re-

location from Barrs Hill to Grace Academy,
Wigston Road, Potters Green at the end of
November 2016. Here our team of eight
part-timers look forward to doubling its
size through new male and female
volunteers. So do give it some thought -
everyone will be made most welcome.
Our weekly day-time workshop operates
throughout the year on Tuesday
afternoons from 3.30 pm to 6.30 pm.
We would also welcome evening
volunteers for a 6.0 pm - 9.00 pm session.
We also seek several additional part time
capabilities:-
 Internet selling, advertising co-ordinator
(website, e-bay twitter, facebook etc)

 Tool Collectors
 Finance revenue co-ordinator
(investigating potential donors,
sponsors, grants)

Contact:
John Wetherby 024 7633 6866
Jim Cook 019 2685 2259
Frank Wilson 024 7650 1812
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All Saints’
Mainly Music
celebrated its
5th Birthday on
March 4th. It
was started at
All Saints by Ru
Trew in 2012

and now Mainly Music averages
between fifteen and eighteen families.
We meet weekly, during , on

from
and have found that this time is very
popular with Dads.
The music session itself lasts for about
30 minutes and is followed by a time of
free play for the children and fellowship
and refreshments for the adults. Many of
our Mainly Music families are not part of
our Sunday worshiping community and
so these sessions provide a real
opportunity for All Saints to connect with
its community.
Along with Creativity, Connection,
Generosity and Honour, Celebration is
one of Mainly Music’s five key values.
Each year we celebrate - Christmas,
Easter, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day
as well as individual children’s birthdays.
Last Christmas our team led a very
successful Crib service for about eighty
families, incorporating songs learnt at
Mainly Music.
Mainly Music groups aim to provide fun
and interactive music sessions for
parents and their pre-school children to
enjoy together. Young children are
introduced to music, whilst families

enjoy fellowship and are given a chance
to think about the God.

But do not just take our word for it…
here are a few comments of our families-

For more information contact Lesley
on 078 9004 3307

or email
mainlymusiccoventry@gmail.com
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It is nearly 500 years ago since Martin
Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door
of his church in Wittenberg. This
controversial act brought about a
doctrinal revolution in the western
Christian church that has since been
known in history as the Reformation.
For over 1000 years the Christian
religion in Europe had established a
common belief system known as Latin
Catholic Christianity. Luther’s beliefs
found fertile ground in his
contemporary society and rapidly
spread to be known as the Protestant
Church.
Violent confrontation developed
between these two branches of the
Christian faith and ultimately broke out
into a pan-European conflict which
became known as the “Thirty Years'
War” fought between 1618 and 1648,
principally in the lands of today’s
Germany and eventually involved
most of the major European powers. It
began as a religious conflict between
Protestants and Catholics but
gradually developed into a general
European war. Whole regions were
devastated leading to widespread
famine and disease and resulting in
the disastrous depopulation of
Germany and parts of the Low
Countries.
Politically the war proved disastrous
for Germany. It had lost so much
population and territory; it was
henceforth divided into dozens of
largely impotent semi-independent
states. The peace institutionalised the
Catholic, Lutheran and Calvinist

churches in Germany, with
populations either forced to convert,
or move to areas controlled by rulers
of their own faith.
Ironically these savage religious wars
eventually gave birth to the nation
states of Europe. The vernacular
bibles of the Reformation shaped and
fixed the languages in which they were
printed. The struggles of European
nations eventually became global and
their empires helped to spread
Christianity around the world.
England did not escape this religious
fundamentalist revolution. It is
estimated that over 800 monasteries,
abbeys, nunneries and friaries were
seized by the newly formed Church of
England. Libraries and manuscripts
were destroyed and treasures and
works of art were stripped from parish
churches together with wholesale
architectural vandalism. During the
reigns of Henry VIII and his progeny,
Mary and Edward, dozens of people
were hanged or burnt at the stake for
their individual religious beliefs.
Coventry had its share of religious
martyrs. During the years 1512 to
1555 there were at least twelve victims
(there may well have been others
whose deaths were not recorded) who
all died at the stake. Their only
monuments consist of a twenty foot
high engraved cross situated near to
Mile Lane and the other is a splendid
mosaic to be found in the entrance to
Broadgate House below the Lady
Godiva clock. The only other
references can be found in some of
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the street names in the Cheylesmore
area of Coventry.

Now in the 21st century an Argentinean
Jesuit Pope has visited a female
archbishop who heads the Lutheran
Church of Sweden, an ecumenical act
that would have been unimaginable
half a century ago. The Reformation is
over in Europe, not because either
side has won a victory but because
both  sides have brushed to the
margins of history its apparent
irrelevance.
Churchgoing is collapsing in Europe.
For over 500 years, Christians, when
they wished to be frightened, would
think of the churches on the other side
of the Reformation divide, Catholic or
Protestant. Now in the 21st. century
they are more likely to be frightened
and repelled by Militant Islam.

Nevertheless, Christianity remains a
global force. In large parts of Africa
and Latin America, where the political
state has failed, or is failing, organised
Christianity remains as important as it
was in Europe 500 years ago.
Even in the western world there are
still many places where traditional
Christianity is politically important.
Poland is governed by a strongly
Catholic, populist and nationalist
government. Orthodox Christianity in
Russia lends its backing to the
country’s dubious political
administration. Evangelical Christians
in America have voiced some
disturbing political views which
possibly influenced the result of the
recent presidential election.
The Welfare State, which seems to
have replaced the social functions of
Christianity, has deep and often
explicit Christian roots, as do the
ideals of secular democracy. You
need only look at ancient attitudes to
slavery, genocide, or even infanticide
to realise what a revolution Christianity
has brought into the world and how
this has shaped modern Europe.
However our current world harbours
numerous examples of violent
religious fundamentalism and we
ignore the spread of these ideas at our
peril.
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This year will be Fillongley Agricultural
Society’s 93rd Annual Show. Quite an
achievement! However, as old as the show
is, the event is very much up to date and
full of entertainment for the whole family.
Despite its name, Fillongley Show has
never been held in Fillongley - having
spent most recent years in Corley, only
two miles from Allesley village, along Wall
Hill Road - just outside the Parish
boundary. As an agricultural show it has
the regular events of vintage tractors,
cattle, sheep, pig and horse classes, dog
show and poultry tent but there is far more
- this year including:

Quack Pack - fun with herding ducks
Clayzr Lazer - Clay Pigeon Shooting
Circus Whiz, Raptors - birds of prey

and more...

The main attractions can be enjoyed sitting
around the ring on straw bales or from the
food area next to the beer tent.   The
horticultural tent is known around the
Midlands as one of the best and worth a
visit to see the wide range of vegetable,
plant, flowers and produce classes. Why
not enter your home made jam or cakes?
It also includes photography and art
classes and many childrens’ classes,
which are open to all. The artisan craft tent
is becoming more popular each year and
is packed with items for you to admire and
buy - see our website for details.
The show is always held on the second
Sunday in August - this year,

. We hope to see you there!
Contact Show Secretary 07794 622 824
www.fillongleyshow.org.uk.

We would like to start with a vote of
thanks to all of you in our wonderful
community for your efforts and support
(from making teas to moving barriers,
picking up the phone to running or
stewarding events and everything in
between) culminating in an amazing
procession on the theme of 'The Movies'
in 2016! Some new events were added
and also saw much success, which
alongside oscar winning scarecrows,
gave the whole village a fabulous
community spirit! Well done and thank
you. We eagerly await your 2017
creations on the theme of 'Musicals '.
Last year's charity donations amounted
to £6500 and since we have been
unable to hold our traditional
presentation evening, due to personal
circumstances, the cheques have been
distributed as follows: Coventry Myton
Hospice £1500, Air Ambulance £1500,

Zoe's Place £1500, Alzheimer's Society
£1000, Allesley Parish Church £400,
Raise for Rosie £100 and £500 to Roy
and Terry's (our auctioneers) chosen
charity.
Moving on to our Committee members
now (Steve Buckley, Julie Macdonald,
Vicki Smith, Sam Harvey-Owen, Andy
Morgan, Carol Knee, Jeff Morris, Mavis
Jeffery, Lyn Rotherham and Jan Burton).
We would like to say a huge thank you
for all your hard work, year after year,
putting on this incredible Festival! It is
with heavy hearts that we inform you that
Lyn Rotherham and Jan Burton have
stepped down as joint chairs of the
Committee. However Jan has kindly
agreed to stay on to give us the benefit
of her vast experience of the Festival
Committee's work and continue in her
role as treasurer. Lyn is undertaking a
most exciting new venture, opening a



51

Styvechale and District Residents’ Association

will be held on

Admission details and map showing locations of the gardens
will be available on the day from West Orchard United Reformed Church,

Baginton Road, Coventry, CV3 4FP
Styvechale Open Gardens is part of the National Gardens Scheme

We will also be running a Tombola - £1.00 for 5 tickets, raffle and plant sales.
A number of gardens offer refreshments, tea and coffee with delicious

homemade cakes, pies and biscuits.
Please come and enjoy our gardens and help us support

this year’s designated charity Myton Hospice
Admission tickets £4.00 - children free

For further information please contact:- grahampountney@btinternet.com

cafe called Mocha Lounge in Allesley
Park but will still support us wherever
she can! We wish her all the best - two
sugars please!
On behalf of the Committee and the
whole community, we would like to
extend an endless thank you to both Lyn
and Jan, for their tireless work over
many years for the Festival and its
relative charities. For several months of
each year, both Lyn and Jan and their
husbands Terry and Roger, have
devoted their lives to running the
Festival for the benefit of this community
and the charities to which we donate.
Thank you simply is not enough, they
will both be impossible to replace. The
current Committee, those previous, who
have served under Lyn and Jan and the
community of Allesley, I am sure will join
me in extending our eternal gratitude to
both Lyn and Jan, enabling the
continuation of this incredible Festival

tradition for generations to come. Thank
you ladies.
This year, I have taken over as Chair of
the Allesley Festival Committee
alongside Sam Harvey-Owen as Vice-
Chair and together with the rest of the
committee above, we would like
welcome Lucie Maddock, who has
taken on the roles of Secretary and
Publicity for us. The response from the
community for our urgent appeal for
help, was overwhelming. We thank you
all for coming and for your kind offers.
We look forward, in advance, to your
support this year and hope you all enjoy
the 'Musicals' festival of 2017!
Let's make it one to sing about!
Check the details in our magazine,
website (www.allesleyfestival.co.uk) and
Facebook (#allesleyfestival) to keep up-
to-date with the events.
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The piece by Llew and Bill Bedder on
the air raids (Parish Magazine,
Christmas 2016) led me to think about
my experiences in the war.
The old village school opposite the
parish room (village hall) became an
Air Raid Precaution post. My age
group of pupils therefore had to go to
the Brownshill Green Chapel, where
the formidable Mrs. Docker taught
about a hundred kids in two classes
for five and six year olds.
At the beginning of the bombing our
air raid shelter was a small brick one,
built at the bottom of the hill. This was
the first one Llew refers to and we were
some of the neighbours he mentions.
I remember being taken outside for a
breath of fresh air on the night of 14th
November 1940 and seeing Coventry
fires lighting up the sky. Also the flares
being dropped on the Daimler factory
looking like candles on the skyline.
Mr. Codling from down Butt Lane
(153), got an MBE for extinguishing a
fire in a gas holder in town. He was
badly burnt.
Two bombs were dropped in the '10
acre' field directly north of 101, Butt
Lane. One exploded and we lost our
front windows (replaced by oiled
canvas for much of the war). Part of
the living room ceiling fell on to the
piano and the front door was blown off
its hinges. I think these bombs might
be the ones Llew is referring to,
though he places one differently (at
the end of Ramsay Close). I can
remember the sites well because we

as curious lads went over looking for
shrapnel souvenirs.
The other air raid shelter Llew
mentions was built much later, in the
field opposite 115, Butt Lane. It was
much larger, better equipped with
bunks, etc. I think the woman with
twins he mentions must be Mrs. Sante
from 113 (there were no other twins
around). By the time the shelter was
built the raids had so diminished that
it was rarely needed.
The last raid I remember must have
been in 1943 or 4, when my mother
was round at Dainty's (111, Butt Lane)
and I was in their garden playing with
Michael Dainty, my best friend. A
solitary German plane came over and
machine gunned us. We all dived for
cover under a steel shelter table in the
house. Just as well, as some tiles were
damaged on the roof. After the engine
noise died away we went outside and
saw a great 'G' vapour trail in the sky.
We went down the drive for a better
look and found Miss Wilson from the
cottage covered in muck and leaves.
She had taken shelter in the ditch and
fortunately was unhurt. Last time I saw
Michael I asked him about this to
ensure my memory was not playing
me up and he confirmed the accuracy
of my account.
I remember another raid when we
were at Granny Hill's (161, Butt Lane )
in their own shelter, halfway up their
back garden. A big bomb went off in
the field behind them and really shook
everything - the shelter, us, the pigs,
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the chickens and the rabbits. Some
shrapnel penetrated their garage roof
and I treasured it for a long while
afterwards.
In those days there was a barrage
balloon in the field at the corner of Butt
Lane and Windmill Hill. After it was
abandoned it became a playground
for all the local kids. One year the field

behind, stretching uphill, was used by
the Faulconbridges for growing
potatoes and I earned 2/6d a day for
planting. I cannot remember how
much I got spud-picking that autumn.
Sometime later it was built on and
Gran and Pap moved from Butt Lane
to Cameron Close.

Awarded the Medal of the Civil Division
of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire for meritorious service:

 gasholder
and governor-control attendant
Coventry Corporation Gas Dept.
During an intensive air raid on
Coventry, Codling proceeded to
inspect a gasholder. An incendiary
had pierced the crown, igniting the
escaping gas, which flamed to a
height of approximately twenty feet.
He ascended the vertical ladder
attached to the frame of the holder to
a height of forty feet. Whilst walking
across the crown of the holder with

wet clay blankets in bags, he was
knocked off his feet by the blast of a
bomb which exploded near by. He got
up and dropped a clay blanket over
the aperture in the crown, which
momentarily extinguished the flame at
this point. The pressure in the holder
however lifted the clay bag and the
gas ignited again from the flame
overhead. Codling, with two other
men, then proceeded to make another
attempt to extinguish the flame on the
gasholder crown and they were within
twelve feet of the holder when it
collapsed into its water tank in a sheet
of flame.
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Last summer, when we celebrated our Golden Wedding Anniversary, we were
delighted to receive a most unexpected gift. Jackie Staveley, our friend and
neighbour, presented to us a quilt that she had especially fashioned to mark
the occasion. I know that this is a traditional gift, intended to bestow a blessing
at such times. I had not imagined that we would receive such an honour.
I have since quizzed Jackie about the art of quilt making, at which she is so
demonstrably talented. She was, of course, naturally self-effacing in her
response but I have managed to persuade her to write this article for us, telling
her personal journey into the beautiful craft of quilting.

About nine years ago my friend Pat
invited me to go along to Shire
Quilters,  to see if I would like to join in
the future. I was thinking that I should
not really be starting another hobby as
I tend to try lots of things - card
making, scrap booking and stamping
- so I was a little unsure. However after
a couple of meetings I decided to join.
The other members did such amazing
patchwork that I felt inspired to have a
go. Starting with small and relatively

simple blocks, ‘rail fence’ and just
squares, I made a cosy lap quilt which
is still used regularly.
I renewed a friendship at the group
with Anne (we used to watch our lads
play rugby together many years
before), who helped me considerably
and was most generous with her time,
patience and material!
I found that I needed some equipment
- a cutting mat, rotary cutter, ruler -
which are just the very basics required.
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Then there was all the beautiful fabric,
of which you never have enough! Of
course in the beginning I did not have
a "stash" and by many quilters’
standards I still do not have one. Thus
the adventure began and though
keen, I was never very confident with
cutting. However with lots of help and
encouragement I continued with my
new and rewarding hobby.
Lots of new terms kept popping up
like, ‘jelly rolls’, ‘fat quarters’ and
‘charm packs’. Then there was a
‘walking foot’ and a ‘quarter inch foot’
- the mind boggles!
A ‘round robin’ quilt was started at
Shire Quilters, so I was off with another
project which took about eighteen
months to complete.
I had recently had my first grandson
and wanted to make something
special for him. The quilt was called
‘Hunter's Story’. Looking back I see
that it was quite simple but very
effective. It showed the construction of
their new house, with the oak timber
framework, the clearing of the site and
the workmen doing the building.
Going up in tiers it showed the
chickens, sheep, horses and cows in
the fields around, the orchard and
Christmas  trees, ending with the sun
and sky. Dotted around the quilt were
various agricultural implements - a
tractor, quad bike, fork lift truck,
combine harvester and a Land Rover.
It was backed and bound with JCB
motif material.

I went on to make quilts for the other
grandchildren as they came along - an
‘I-spy’ inspired quilt for Phoebe, one
made using the technique of ‘English
Paper Piecing’ for Jasmine and a
teddy bear panel for Tommy.
In the beginning I felt quite possessive
about the quilts but as time went on I
realised they were really things that
needed to be shared and used, to
provide warmth and comfort. They are
often made to celebrate a marriage, to
welcome new babies, special
birthdays or anniversaries. To gift
them gives me great pleasure.
Over this time things have changed
and another friend, Gail, now helps
with the patchwork and quilting. Once
again she is so good to me with her
time, knowledge and special ways
with colour and patterns. Now I seem
to be doing even more sewing and we
have just taken on the 365 Challenge
-   a block a day.
Up to now I have made various
patchwork items, cushions, bags,
book covers, table mats and runners.
Although I still prefer quilts, I will have
a go at most things.
So if, like me, you are thinking of trying
something new, why not take it on.
You may find you also become
passionate about it.
My journey continues and whilst it
keeps me wanting to explore this
fascinating art, I will  carry on and of
course never stop learning.
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We provide a wide range of activities for children, young people and families like
yourselves. Below is an outline of the activities we run - with so many great

opportunities for you and your family to get involved.

for pre-school children,
on Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.00 am and 1.15 - 2.45 pm

with toys craft and drinks

for pre-school children
on Saturday mornings from 9.30 - 10.30 am

with songs, play time and drinks

for all ages @ 10.00 am lively family service
with Bible stories, craft, games....

for 7 -11 year olds
on the 1st & 3rd Friday of the month from 7.15 - 8.45 pm

with games, Bible story and craft

for 11-13 year olds
 on the 1st, 2nd & 3rd Tuesday evening of the month from 7.15 - 8.45 pm

with games, cake, Bible discussion, prayers & tuck-shop.

for 14 year olds +
on Sunday evening from 6.30 - 8.30 pm

with worship, Bible discussion, games, prayers & refreshments

for school years 6 - 9
on alternate Thursday evenings 7.00 - 8.30 pm

music, table tennis, cake baking, craft, team games, tuck shop
& social trips (laser quest & ice skating)

For more information email the church Parish Administrator at
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Would you like someone to pray
for you, a family member, a friend,
a neighbour, someone at work, a

difficult situation.
Then email us at

prayer.requests@allesley-church.org.uk
or pop into the Good Honest Food
Company Café in Gardenia Drive

and put your request into the
Prayer Request envelope on the

Community Notice Board.
You do not need to provide a lot of
details - just the name of the person
and what the prayer is for - healing,

comfort, strength, patience, wisdom.

All Saints Allesley
have a

Home Communion Team
who are enabled to visit

communicants in their homes
to give Communion at any time.

If you are interested
or know someone who might be,

please contact
 Frances Seeley 7640 3809

Thanks to the continuing generosity of the
people of All Saints and the wider Allesley
community,  we have been able to raise a
further £956, towards the building of the
Health Centre through our ongoing appeal
for 5p coins, generous donations and our
alternative Christmas present appeal. The
grand total raised so far now stands at
£2,711. We are now just over half way
towards the initial target, needed to fund
the initial stage of the project.
During the dry season in Ghana, when
land cannot be farmed, the Wakii
community have been busy making and
drying bricks, digging foundations and
beginning to build the Health Centre.
Due to an additional donation we have also
been able to send £800 to build a much
needed foot bridge across the river flowing
through Wakii which floods regularly
during the rainy season making it difficult
or sometimes impossible for part of the
community to get to and from market and
for some children to get to and from school.

Next Fund Raising Appeal

Due to the success of the ‘alternative’
Christmas present we are extending it to
birthdays so…

If you would like to purchase ‘a brick’ as an
alternative Birthday  present, collect coins
or make a donation please email:
allesleychurch@gmail.com



Raymond Denby 79 21 February 2016 ashes
Freda Mary Whale 89 30 November 2016
Vera Letitia Hartopp 100 09 December 2016
Doreen Elise Schofield 85 23 December 2016
Gladys Edna Kiltie 94 05 January 2017
Susan Jane Walton 70 16 January 2017 ashes
Maisie Girling 93 21 February 2017

.

Arabella Grace Dyer 05 March 2017

Olivia Elizabeth Fodor 05 March 2017
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Lynette Alison Purkis and Mark Frederick James Farrar 17 December 2016

Johanna Marie Murphy and Robert Miskimmon 11 March 2017

What a sight to see!  Children
and their parents dressed up
in summer wear on a chilly
February afternoon. The
Scout Hut, was the venue
and All Saints’ Church
organised the event as
Messy Church.
There were over 50
attendees who played
games, chatted, made salt
dough hearts, played in the
sand, listened to the
Celebration Slot message
that God is Love and shared
their meal with one another.
All this whilst in the

background reggae and calypso music played to get us in the mood. People left
asking "When is the next one?"

Well, we haven't got long to wait.
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All Saints’ Churchyard Snowdrops
Many thanks to two of
our readers for kindly
sending their beautiful
photos of All Saints’
churchyard snowdrops.
Our cover and page 6
images are by Joy
Shakespeare and the
pictures on this page
were taken by Lois
Elvidge.
It is always a significant
moment for Allesley
when the churchyard
snowdrops first appear.
They seem to be the first
in the district to show
their heads after the dark

days of December and early
January and are a very
welcome and cheerful sight.
They are always a point of
conversation amongst the
bell ringers, being right in
front of the tower door. I
remember when Alan Burn
was Rector how excited he
would be every year when he
had noticed the first flowers
emerging.
Like sighting the first swallow
or hearing the first cuckoo, I
imagine Allesley people have
long marked the date of the
churchyard snowdrops as a
sign of the rotation of the
seasons and the promise of
warmer weather ahead.
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Jackie Staveley
Quilting and Patchwork


